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GENERATIONS UNITE IN PATRIOTIC WELSH SONG! 

AT Colcot Primary School recently, the 
Barry Male Voice Choir was invited 
along to help give pupils a better 
understanding of the musical traditions 
of Wales and St David’s Day. 

The choir’s stirring rendition of Welsh 
hymns and ‘Men of Harlech’ was then 
matched by the singing of the pupils in return. 
The occasion ended with an emotional rendi¬ 
tion by all present of the Welsh National 
Anthem, Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau. 

Choir chairman, Gareth Roberts, added: 
“Our normal community duties involve 
singing to the older generations. Today, the 
beaming faces of young and old enjoying 
singing has been a heart warming experi¬ 
ence.” 

New members of the choir are welcome at 
rehearsals on Mondays or Thursdays at Trinity 
Church Hall, Trinity Street, Barry, at 7.30pm. 



Vale Coundrs appeal for police 
support after theft at cemetery 



Free surveys and 
estimates. 

Labour hire 
to load your skip. 

Grab hire & Plant hire. 

95% ot our waste 
is recycled. 

Council/highway 
permits arranged. 



01446 41 

Email: mstaihkiphirelfdftiotnuiUo.1 
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BARRY Town 
Council has 
requested an 
increased police 
presence at 
Merthyr Dyfan 
Cemetery - after 
someone visiting a 
grave had their car 
broken into. 

The council has 
warned people to be 
“on the alert” and not 
leave valuables in 
their cars. 

A town council 
spokesman said: “We 
want the public to be 
vigilant and careful 
when visiting the 
cemetery. 

“Last Sunday, 
March 9, an incident 
occurred in which a 
purse was stolen from 
the car of a visitor to 
the cemetery. 

“We are, therefore, 
advising people visit¬ 
ing the cemetery not 
to leave valuables in 
sight in their vehicles. 

“If a visitor leaves 
their car unattended, 
even for the shortest 
of moments, they 
should ensure it is 
locked, to prevent fur¬ 
ther incidents happen¬ 
ing. 

“Barry Town 
Council makes every 
effort to ensure that 
the cemetery is a safe 


environment for fami¬ 
lies to visit the resting 
places of their loved 
ones. 

“As people can 
appreciate, there is 
always the potential 
for incidents to occur, 
if staff and the public 
do not take the appro¬ 
priate actions to 
ensure the safety of 
themselves and their 
property. 

The spokesman said 
the council had taken 
the precaution of 
informing the police. 

“We have written to 
South Wales Police 
and asked them to 
increase the support 
offered to the council, 
by increasing the 
police presence in and 
around the cemetery 
area, to hopefully 
eradicate such occur¬ 
rences in the future.” 

Coun Nic Hodges, 
the chairman of The 
Friends of Merthyr 
Dyfan Cemetery, 
echoed the council’s 
advice that people 
should be vigilant, and 
he welcomed any 
extra police presence. 

He added: “It is 
despicable to prey on 
the bereaved, and the 
person who suffered 
the theft has my every 
sympathy.” 
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BARRY ISLAND 


RBS 6 Nations 



All games 
shown 


Saturday 
15th March 


Wales v 
Scotland 

(2.45pm kick off) 

BEER & LAGER 
FROM £ 1.99 A PINT 


Mother's Day 

Sunday30th March 

12pm-2pm, 2.30pm-5pm 


SUNDAY CARVERY 

2 Courses £7.95 

3 Courses £10.00 
Children £4.95 

Booking essential 



01446 721888 

Friars Road, Barry Island, CF62 5TR 

www.thedolphinbairyisland.co.uk 

Like us on for promotions 




hosted by 

Barry Communities First 

Location • 

Barry Memorial Hall 
Date - Friday 21 March 
Time • 10.00am - 2.00pm 
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‘Council tax 
increase: change 
not necessary?’ 


They also voted to 
support a motion from 
councillors Thomas and 
Bird rejecting the pro¬ 
posal to merge with 
Cardiff, and claiming 
the “council is a viable 
and successful authority 
which should continue 
in its present form.” 

Only one councillor 
(Philip Clarke, Rhoose) 
had the courage to stand 
up to the crowd and 
vote against. 

However, the motion 
completely misses the 
point of proposed merg¬ 
ers which are about too 
many councils; too 
many councillors, and 
not enough money. 

So our councillors are 
to take more money 
from us - they agreed 
another senior manage¬ 
ment reorganisation 
with significant discre¬ 
tionary payments and 
pension costs, and voted 
almost unanimously that 
change is unnecessary 
because the council is a 
success. 

Dennis Harkus, 
FocusBARRY member. 


A T their meet¬ 
ing last week, 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 
agreed that the com¬ 
munity charge is to 
be raised by 4.5 per 
cent: what a contrast 
with the average in 
England at 0.6 per 
cent. 

How can they look 
their voters (who are 
struggling to make ends 
meet in these difficult 
times) in the eyes? 

A different item on 
the agenda recommend¬ 
ed another senior man¬ 
agement shake-up, this 
time promising to save 
£350,000. 

Readers will recall 
the last reorganisation 
when top managers 
were made redundant 
with promised savings 
of £220,000 by 2012/13. 

Payments made were 
confidential and we’ve 
never been told the 
financial outcome of 
that decision, but we do 
know that four more 
staff were earning above 
£60,000 last year, com¬ 
pared with 2010/11. 

Clocking on at last! 

A MIRACLE! After several months, 
the clock faces on Barry Town 
Hall are now working again after 
being restored by Smiths Clockmakers of 
my home city of Derby. 

Why it has taken so long for the necessary 
repairs to be completed remains a mystery, but who 
cares, so long as they now chime out and show the 
correct time? 

Christopher Short, 

Barry. 

Llandow road 
like a war zone 

a 4x4 to reach the recy¬ 
cling centre safely with¬ 
out causing damage to 
your vehicle’s suspen¬ 
sion. 

If the council is trying 
to encourage the public 
to use this facility, then 
perhaps they should do 
something about this ter¬ 
rible stretch of road, 
especially in the light of 
the impending 4.5 per 
cent council tax 
increase. 

While I believe that 
many of the roads 
around the Vale are in 
need of repair, this one 
in particular resembles 
something from a war- 
zone. 

Gary Shaw, 

Boverton. 


I N The GEM’s 
‘In Business 
Update’ dated 
March 6, a column 
encouraging resi¬ 
dents of the Vale to 
use council waste 
recycling centres 
was printed. 

Whilst I readily 
encourage the use of 
these facilities and use 
them myself, I must 
draw attention to the 
atrocious state of the 
road (Tumulus Way) 
leading up to the coun¬ 
cil-run facility at 
Llandow. 

Quite honestly, the 
road is in such a poor 
condition that you need 


mmMTAmn We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS AND A CONTACT 

TELEPHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protect a writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, DON JOHN, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 

‘Bus audio is vital’ 

says Guide Dogs Cymru 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 


F IRST CYMRU lists its excuses as to 
why it will not commit to purchas¬ 
ing new buses with on-board audio 
and visual next stop announcements 
(GEM letters, February 20). 

However, it is not the case that this facility 
can only operate for point-to-point journeys, or 
as a part of a Real Time Passenger Information 
System (RTPIS). 

Bus operators in Wales, such as Newport 
Transport, Cardiff Bus and Arriva, have imple¬ 
mented stand-alone systems. In these examples, 
routes are loaded into the on-bus system in the 
depot, and GPS tracking is used to ensure that 
the bus is on route. 

Without audio announcements on buses, blind 
and partially-sighted passengers have to hope 
that the bus driver, who already has a very 
demanding role to fulfil, will remember to tell 
them when they reach the stop they require. 

How many passengers with sight would accept 
this situation? 

Unable to drive, people with sight loss are 
uniquely dependent on buses. All we are seeking 

‘Schools fiasco: 

who is responsible?’ 

I N response to 
Coun Gwyn 
John’s letter, 

‘First Independents 
are delivering for 
Llantwit Major’ 

(The GEM, March 
6) I would like to 
point out that the 
‘21st Century 
Learning 
Community’ pro¬ 
posal was drawn 
up in 2010. 

The councillors were 
aware of this proposal. 

Why did it take until 
November 2013 for the 
community i.e. residents 
of Llantwit Major, to be 
informed of this propos¬ 
al? 

If it had not been for 
the article in The GEM, 
the majority of residents 
in Llantwit Major would 
not be aware of these 
plans! The consultation 
document was distrib¬ 
uted to the parents of the 
affected schools and 
published on the web¬ 
site. 

Surely the residents of 
Llantwit Major should 
have been consulted and 
asked their opinions, via 
an open meeting chaired 
by the councillors, or an 
open day - as in the case 
of the proposed academy 
at St Athan - along with 
the proposed plans? 

I thought councillors 
were the voice of their 
constituents and elected 
to represent their con¬ 
stituencies. I am not 
aware of any councillors 
asking the residents of 
Llantwit Major their 
opinions in 2010-2011 - 
or does this not matter, 


or will this not take 
place until it is too late 
to make any difference? 

A dedicated team 
formed initially at 
Eagleswell school have 
worked hard to be heard 
and gain support against 
this proposal for several 
weeks, but if everyone 
was aware of this pro¬ 
posal in 2010, a true 
opinion of the Llantwit 
Major Community 
would have prevailed. 

If the council had 
negotiated a fixed price 
contract (like profession¬ 
al bodies should and 
would do!) for 
Cowbridge and St Cyres 
Comprehensive Schools 
to avoid overspend on 
the building of the 
schools, there would be 
money in the coffers and 
not a situation that now 
prevails in Llantwit 
Major. 

Were the Llantwit 
First Independents, who 
are claiming praise for 
this fiasco, in the majori¬ 
ty at Llantwit Major in 
2010? I don’t think so! 

Keep the taxpayers in 
the dark again to save 
the councillors some 
awkward questions! 

Which party is going 
to claim the praise or be 
given the blame for 
allowing a comprehen¬ 
sive school to deteriorate 
over 20 years, to be 
refurbished as a partially 
new build - and for two 
very good primary 
schools to deteriorate to 
the extent that one has to 
be rebuilt and the other 
closed ? 

Ann Marshall, 
Boverton. 


is a commitment to provide a service equal to 
that which sighted passengers expect whenever 
they use the bus - the ability to know where they 
are, and when to get off. 

Andrea Gordon, 

Engagement Manager, Guide Dogs Cymru 

A saint’s dap 
to remember! 


1 RECENTLY 
attended an 
event, publicised 
in The GEM, with 
my two grandchil¬ 
dren - the St 
David’s Fun Day at 
Palmerston 
Community Centre. 

What a wonderful 
day, with so much to do 
and learn. 

Although the event 
was well supported, the 


attend missed out on a 
great day’s activities. 

If all school holidays 
had these play schemes, 
what a treat to look for¬ 
ward to. I urge parents 
to please think of your 
children enjoying them¬ 
selves and support these 
events! 

Best wishes to all the 
team and thank you. 

Chloe Morgan and 
Nan, Mrs Dorothy J 
Williams, 


children who didn’t Barry. 

Why complain 
about noise? 


I N response to the 
comment from Mr 
Keith Mabbs in 
The GEM last week, 
the people who pur¬ 
chased these new hous¬ 
es in Barry, knew that 
they were buying them 
on an Island with 
pleasure facilities, late 
night opening etc, and 
noise from the funfair. 


As for the outcry for 
this new road, the Island 
has survived with one 
road; it just needs better 
planning. 

Move the roundabout 
back to its original posi¬ 
tion, a one-way round 
the Island, and restrict 
parking on the streets. 
(Name and address 
supplied) 


Where will the 
cash come from? 

1 WRITE with regard to Coun Neil 
Moore’s article in last week’s GEM - 
specifically the issue of funding for 
the Llantwit Learning Community. 

At the drop-in meetings the Vale Council held 
during the consultation process, it was acknowl¬ 
edged that even with the current level of Welsh 
Government funding and the proposed sale of 
Eagleswell, there is still a financial shortfall for the 
learning community project. 

It was not clear at that time where the extra 
money to complete the project would come from. If 
the amalgamation were to go ahead what happens if 
the Vale is unable to secure sufficient funds to com¬ 
plete the project? 

Which part of the learning community would 


DON’T WORRY 

...it’s only 
Ep.xtra a week! 


1 THINK our 
local politicians 
(town and Vale) 
are wonderful! As 
soon as increases in 
council tax of sever¬ 
al times the rate of 
inflation are 
announced, they 
immediately reduce 
the impact, by 
using their intelli¬ 
gence and numera¬ 
cy to remind us that 
the increase is only 
£x or p.x per week. 

If they went further 
and reminded us of the 
hourly rate, then the 


increase would appear 
even less - perhaps 
reducing to no increase 
at all. 

If I remember cor¬ 
rectly, the same com¬ 
ments could apply to 
our Police and Crime 
Commissioner, as they 
did last year. 

Also, last year one of 
our leaders told us that 
the increase in the cost 
of something or other 
only amounted to the 
price of a cup of coffee. 

Personally, I’d rather 
have the coffee. 

Jim Davies, 

Barry. 


‘Island event space 
had earlier offer’ 


W \ 


TTH ref¬ 
erence to 
the enter¬ 
tainment licence 
application for 
Nell’s Point at 
Barry Island, 

Barry First Group 
is not impressed 
with this applica¬ 
tion. 

This site has been 
vacant for over 16 years 
and we note that the 
erstwhile council and its 
officials allowed much 
money to be wasted on 
what should be done 
with the site with hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of 
pounds of taxpayers’ 
money being totally 
wasted on consultants’ 
fees. 

An offer was made to 
the council as far back 
as 2009/2010 from The 
Caravan Club of Great 
Britain to set up a tour¬ 
ing caravan and 
motorhome tourist site 
at the venue - but the 
proposal was ignored, or 
put on the back burner 
until further notice. 

The Caravan Club of 
Great Britain’s propos¬ 
als were supported by 
Barry Town Council, 
Cardiff Airport, Cardiff 
Bus and Arriva Trains 
Wales. 

Most importantly, it 


was noted in the 
Humberts’ report as 
being the less risky 
option for the site. 

Since these proposals 
were received and sub¬ 
sequently ignored by the 
Vale Council, a further 
£800,000 plus of tax¬ 
payers’ money has been 
spent on consultants 
fees and a temporary car 
park on this site. 

We at Barry First 
Group have copies of all 
the relevant letters to 
the council from The 
Caravan Club of Great 
Britain and the afore¬ 
mentioned bodies, 
including an extract 
from the Humberts 
report favouring a 
tourist caravan park. 

If the plans for these 
outrageous proposals to 
create an event centre 
go ahead, the letters we 
have in our files will be 
released for public 
scrutiny. 

We have had 17 years 
of incompetence by all 
previous administrations 
on the Vale Council, and 
we now feel enough is 
enough and that certain 
heads should roll. 

Barrie V Evans, 
co-ordinator Barry 
First GroupIBarry 
Voice. 


suffer due to the lack of financial resources? 

DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 

Mrs N Richards, Llantwit Major. 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

Knight of the road 

13 Thur 

14 Fri 

04.18 

05.07 

8.2 

8.7 

16.43 

17.29 

8.3 

8.8 

'■'WOULD like to say a big thank you 

15 Sat 

05.44 

9.1 

18.02 

9.1 

1 to the gentleman who stopped on 

16 Sun 

06.14 

9.4 

18.35 

9.5 

Saturday, March 1, and offered my 

17 Mon 

06.50 

9.6 

19.08 

9.8 

dad a lift after his car broke down. 

18 Tues 

07.22 

9.8 

19.42 

9.7 

He had seen my dad trying to push his car off 

19 Wed 

07.55 

9.8 

20.11 

9.7 

Cardiff Road to safety after hitting a pothole. 

20 Thur 

08.29 

9.6 

20.48 

9.5 


My dad suffered a mild stroke a few years ago 
and is nearly 74, so for this kind man to stop and 
offer help was a great help to him. Thank you very 
much. 

J Garrard, Barry. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MARCH 20) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table specif¬ 
ic to their location. 
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ABOVE: Ruth Haynes (front row centre) celebrated her 100th birthday with 
her friends at the Darby and Joan Club in Rhoose and WRVS helpers. 

Family and friends gather 
for Ruth’s 100th birthday! 



NEIGHBOURS and friends gathered on 
St David’s Day to help Ruth Haynes of 
Nurston, Rhoose, celebrate her 100th 
birthday. 

The celebrations began when Ruth entertained 
them to afternoon tea. The festivities continued on 
her actual birthday, Monday, March 3, when her 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
gathered with other family members to wish her 
well. 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. G 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 4 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 

01656 349 296 
01443 625 019 
02920 291 000 


WWW. 

timeforyou 

.co.uk 


A highlight of her day was the arrival of the card 
from the Queen which was delivered into her hand 
by postman Matthew Danks. 

Ruth received many cards, flowers and e-mes- 
sages, including a recording of greetings from her 
daughter Anne and her grandchildren and great¬ 
grandchildren in the USA. (Anne was unable to trav¬ 
el due to illness, but will visit her mother later in the 
year). 

A native of Cornwall, Ruth has lived in south 
Wales since 1975, when she moved from Plymouth 
with her husband Gwyn, her parents and her brother 
Arthur, to live near her daughter Jill and son-in-law 
Steve on Barry Island. 

In 1983, she moved to Nurston with the family, 
where she has taken part in the life of Rhoose vil¬ 
lage, attending the sequence dance club for many 
years before joining the Darby and Joan club at the 
community hall. 

On Monday, March 10 Ruth celebrated her birth¬ 
day with fellow members and the WRVS helpers. 

Ruth requested that donations to Macmillan 
Nurses should be made in lieu of gifts and a sub¬ 
stantial sum was raised. 

She had a most enjoyable centenary celebration 
and thanks everyone for their kind messages. 

JJ 


Roytii Bali 



Business Hours: 

Sunday to Thursday 5pm-11 pm, 
Friday & Saturday 5pm to 12 midnight 

www.royalbalti.co.uk 

Tel: 01446 421366/01446 421377 

All major credit/debit cards accepted - Any dishes not listed 
or special requests can be accommodated upon request 


South Wales Echo 

FOOD & DRINKS 
AWARD 2013/2014 

Royal Balti 

Highly Recommended - 
Top Indian Takeaway in 
South Wales 

We are delighted to having 
achieved this, and thank all our 
customers for their valued custom. 



M 


FOOO HYGIENE RATING 
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44 VERE STREET, 
BARRY 
CF632HU 

EXPRESS DELIVERY 
SERVICE 

Minimum orders over £10 
(Barry Area). We also deliver 
to Sully, Dinas Powis, Wenvoe 
& Rhoose (charges apply). 


WEEKDAY SPECIAL 


Any 2 Appetisers 
(value up to £3.10). 

Any 2 Curries (value up to £6.50). 
2 Pulao Rice, 1 Nan Bread. 
(Offer Sunday till Thursday) 

£16.95 


ENJOY £5 OFF 
All orders over £25 


JUST SPEND £25 OR MORE 
OFFER AVAILABLE 
7 DAYS A WEEK 
ORDER VIA TELEPHONE 
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.RO YALBALTI .CO .UK 

(Enter Coupon Code for Online Orders at 
Checkout 50FF25) No offer is valid in 
conjunction with any other offer. 


ROYALTHALI FOR 2 


ANY 2 Appetiser (value up to £3.10) 
ANY 2 Curries (value up to £6.50) 

1 Side Dish, 2 Pulao Rice, 

1 Nan Bread, 2 Papadoms 

£21.50 


Giant deck chair in 
£750 boost for Barry 
Dock Lifeboat Station 


RIGHT: 
The presentation was 
made on the lifeboat 
itself and from left to 
right were: Nicky 
Palmer (crew 
member), Chris 
Osborne, (dep. cox), 
Alfie from Pat Collins’ 
fairground and Richy 
Tutton (station 
mechanic). 
A BUSINESSMAN 
on Barry Island 
came up with an 
innovative way of 
raising money for 
the local lifeboat 
station using a giant 
deckchair! 

Pat Collins of 
Promenade Amusements 
explained: “We installed 
the deckchair to advertise 
our deckchair rentals and 
it very quickly became 
an iconic feature on 
Barry Island seafront. 

“Visitors love to have 
their picture taken sitting 
in the chair which will 
hold up to six adults at a 
time. In return, we ask 
for a donation to Barry 
Dock Lifeboat Station 
which provides such an 
invaluable service, high¬ 
lighted during the recent 
storms.” 

The amount raised 
was an impressive £750 
and was presented to 



Chris Osborne who 
received it on behalf of 
the RNLI. 

He said: “The money 
will enable us to bring 
forward training for our 
crew, something we have 
been keen to do for a 
while. We are extremely 
grateful to Pat and to all 
of the people who donat¬ 
ed; such generosity will 
make a real difference.” 


Free advice 

A CARDIFF and Vale 
breast screening, bowel 
and aneurysm free 
advice session will be 
held on Tuesday, March 
18 at the Senior Health 
Shop, Holton Road, 
Barry (10am to 12 mid¬ 
day). Contact 01446 
732385 for further 
information. 


S/comROAD. BAm 

* Sports Bar * 3 Pool tobies 
• Darts • Skittle Alley 

Large screens showing Six Nations 
Rugby, live sport & sky sports 

Friday 28th March 

WISHING WELL 

Live Band - Starts 9pm 

Lounge available for private parties, 
engagements, birthday etc. 

07446 732300 



We aim to 
have the cheapest 
set fares in Barry 


Conditions Apply 
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MP’s ‘name 
and shame’ 
threat to 
insurance 


companies 

I by TIM I 

| CHAPMAN 


LOCAL MP Alun 
Cairns threatened 
to name and shame 
insurance compa¬ 
nies dealing with the 
roof repair at twice- 
evacuated Rowan 
Court in the 
Romilly area of 
Barry. 

In February, residents 
had to leave their homes 
when part of a fascia 
broke off and a portion of 
the roof was ripped away 
by a storm. The building 
suffered serious water 
damage. 

Residents returned to 
Rowan Court only to suf¬ 
fer a repeat evacuation 
two weeks later with the 
roof repairs yet to begin. 

One resident contacted 
The GEM to express her 
disgust that the roof had 
not been made secure 
weeks after the original 


incident. 

Mr Cairns visited indi¬ 
vidual properties and was 
alarmed that so much 
water was pouring in and 
damaging residents’ 
belongings. 

After calls to the loss 
adjustors, insurance bro¬ 
kers and underwriters, 
Mr Cairns threatened to 
raise the issue on the 
floor of the House of 
Commons to name and 
shame those responsible 
for the lack of action. 

Mr Cairns told The 
GEM: “I could not 
believe the state or con¬ 
ditions that residents 
were expected to live in. 
They were wholly unac¬ 
ceptable and I pay tribute 
to them for the way in 
which they have handled 
the situation. 


“There seemed to be 
little progress until I 
threatened to name and 
shame the companies 
responsible. 

“The Prime Minister 
has previously called 
insurance companies into 
Downing Street seeking 
assurance that claims 
would be dealt with 
promptly. This was a 
case that wasn’t.” 

Mr Cairns said he 
believed progress was at 
last being made. 

“We now have an 
agreement in principle 
and parameters set out 
for residents as to how 
they should deal with the 
insurance company and 
the nature of claims that 
will be acceptable. 

“We’re not through it 
yet, but at least the 
wheels have started to 
turn.” 



RSPCA in hunt 
for the owners of 
abandoned geckos 


RSPCA inspectors 
were baffled when 
14 geckos were 
found dumped 
among communal 
bins in Penarth. 

The lizards were dis¬ 
covered inside four plas¬ 
tic boxes by a local resi¬ 
dent who was using the 
bins at Park View Court, 
Andrew Road on Sunday, 
March 2. 

There was no food or 
water inside the boxes 
but the geckos were in 
good condition when 
RSPCA Inspector Gary 
Lucas collected them 
from the surprised resi¬ 
dent. 

They were transferred 
to a local wildlife centre 
where staff are currently 
caring for the geckos 
while investigations are 
carried out. 

Inspector Lucas said: 
“We are trying to find out 
where these lizards came 
from and how they came 
to end up among these 


bins. It is unusual, 
because there was such a 
large number of them, 
which makes it more 
likely that someone will 
have information about 
where they came from. 

“Fortunately, they 
were discovered before 
they came to any harm, 
but I would like to 
remind people that it is 
never acceptable to dump 
animals like this.” 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion should contact the 
RSPCA inspector infor¬ 
mation line on 0300 123 
8018 and ask to leave a 
message for inspector 
Lucas. All calls are in 
confidence. 

The RSPCA is only 
able to investigate 
instances like this thanks 
to donations from sup¬ 
porters. If you would like 
to help the RSPCA, you 
can give £3 now by tex¬ 
ting HELP to 78866 (text 
costs £3 plus one stan¬ 
dard network rate mes¬ 
sage). 


MAD scheme for the 
green-fingered tenants! 



Councillor’s 

surgery 

INDEPENDENT 
councillor Richard 
Bertin will be hold¬ 
ing an ‘advice 
meeting’ for resi¬ 
dents to discuss the 
housing plans for 
Ysgol Maes Dyfan 
and the flood works 
in Dyfan Road. 

The meeting will take 
place between 10am 
and 12 noon on 
Saturday, March 15, in 
the Gibbonsdown 
Community Centre in 
Ramsey Road, Barry. 

All local residents are 
welcome to attend. For 
further information, con¬ 
tact Coun Bertin on 
01446 736227. 


ABOVE: Balfour Beatty Rail and Newydd 
Housing Association worked with tenants to 
redevelop the community garden. 


VOLUNTEERS 
from Balfour Beatty 
Rail and Newydd 
Housing 
Association, recent¬ 
ly helped green-fin¬ 
gered tenants at 
Gwyn James Court, 
Penarth, to redevel¬ 
op the community 
garden. 

It was part of 
Newydd’s Making a 
Difference (MAD) proj¬ 
ect, which encourages 
volunteering in the com¬ 
munity. 

Braving the weather, 
volunteers worked hard 
over a two day period to 
create new pathways, 
raise uneven surfaces, 
provide raised bedding 


areas and much-needed 
TLC to the surrounding 
area. 

The plan is to work 
with tenants to support 
community growing and 
encourage them to take 
over individual plots. 

Val Garland, Newydd 
tenant and keen gardener, 
said: “The raised bed¬ 
ding will allow older ten¬ 
ants, like my mother who 
is 90 years old, to contin¬ 
ue with her love of gar¬ 
dening. 

“The plan now is to 
invite the local nursery 
and teach the young chil¬ 
dren basic gardening.” 
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BARRY’S ONE STOP FOR HAIR, BEAUTY & NAILS 




Claudia James, semi permanent make up artist for SPMU Beauty, 
underwent specialist training with one of the UK’s leading semi 
permanent cosmetic training providers. Claudia holds all relevant training 
certificates, licences and liability insurance. 

At‘All AboutYou’, we understand that our clients may initially be worried 
about having semi permanent make up.We therefore carry out a free 
consultation to discuss desires and overall expectations. 

Claudia is well known for being a perfectionist 
with a particular eye for detail, clients are always 
extremely pleased with their results. 




We would like to thank all our customers 
old and new for their loyal support since 
opening last August. We look forward to 
seeing you all for your hair & beauty 
treatments for Spring & Summer. 



Before After 

The benefits for semi permanent make-up are most suited to: 

Busy people with little or no time to apply daily make up 
Contact lens users or people with poor eyesight 
Those affected with allergies to conventional make-up 
People with scarred skin 

Imagine leaving the gym, sauna, swimming pool or beachfront without worrying 
about smudged brows, running eyeliner or smudged lipstick... 

Prices start from £170.00. A full range of beauty treatments is also available. 


Claudia our 
beauty therapist 
has 7 years 
experience in 
Aesthetics and 
Beauty. 


j%Get your gift ° 
© vouchers for® 
MOTHER’S DAY 



Carla has 12 years 
experience and a 


ermaine is our 
stylist with 5 years 
experience in 
ladies hairdressing 
and barbering. 


Hair colours start from £29.50 
Cut & blow dry £ 19.00 
Men’s cuts £6.00 


Kid’s cuts from £4.00 
Senior Citizens rates 
available Monday to Friday 



230 Holton Road, Barry CF63 4HS. Telephone: 01446 734 I 59 
| 24hr Booking Line: 07512 812034 

E-Mail: allaboutyou230@hotmail.com ™ 


The staff at All 
About You would 
like to 

congratulate Amy 
for qualifying in 
level 3 

hairdressing. Amy 
has 7 months 
experience 
orking in the 


Lisa, our nail 
technician, has 4 
years experience 
in manicures & 
pedicures and 
uses a vast variety 
of nail polishes 
from the ‘Orly’ 
range. Acrylic 
nails or Shellac 
start from £ 15.00. 
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Soroptimists’ 
novel boost 
for Oxfam... 

ST 




EVEN in this digital age, 
Soroptimists recognise the 
importance of books and to 
mark World Book Day, 
members of the Barry and 
District Club collected a 
wide selection of novels, 
which they donated to 
Oxfam. 

The photo above shows 
president Audrey with 
members of the pro¬ 
gramme action team, who 
organised the project, and 
a small sample of the books 
collected. 


LIFT meetings 

THE LIFT self-help group in Cowbridge 
offers support and friendship to those 
affected by breast cancer and meets every 
fortnight on Wednesdays between 10am 
and 1pm, or between 2pm and 4pm, when 
special activities are arranged. 

These include relaxation therapies, trips 
to the Vale Spa and the theatre. 

The next meetings will be on April 2 for 
relaxation therapies, and on April 16 for a 
make-up demonstration. 

For further information, call Anne on 
01446 772843, or Jan 01446 774575. New 
members welcome. 


WHAT’S 
ON, AND 
WHERE 


Mayor’s 

coffee 

THE National 
Coastwatch 
Institution at NelTs 
Point, Barry Island, 
will benefit from the 
Mayor of the Vale of 
Glamorgan’s charity 
coffee morning in 
the Corporate Suite, 
Civic Office, Holton 
Road, Barry on 
Tuesday, March 18 
at 10.30am -12 
noon (admission 
£1.50). 

Nell’s Point is manned 
by a team of fully 
trained volunteers pro¬ 
viding a daylight watch 
365 days of the year, and 
is totally dependent upon 
support from the local 
comunity. 

AM’s 

surgeries 

ELUNED 
PARROTT, AM for 
South Wales 
Central, will be 
holding an advice 
surgery on Friday, 
March 14 at 
Morrisons 
Supermarket, Penny 
Way, Barry, 
between lpm and 
2pm. 

Residents who have 
any issues of concern to 
them or their local com¬ 
munity are encouraged 
to come along - no 
appointment is neces¬ 
sary. 



Free 

Delivery 

Orders over £9 
within Barry, 
£1 delivery 
charge 
for Sulty and 

R!E¥3JS¥ia 



BUY ONE PIZZA - GET ONE FREE 
(Collection or Delivery - From Set menu Only) 


/.'i- 

Pizza Menu Deep Pan - Thin Crust- Stuffed Crust 

All our pizzas are available in thin crust or deep pan using fresh 
and daily prepared dough topped with 100% Mozzarella Cheese 

Med Lrg Fam 
9 " 12 " 14 " 

1. Margherita 100% Mozzarella Cheese & tomato (extra cheese) 7.99 10.99 11.99 

2. Free Choice Cheese, tomato and 4 toppings of your choice 9.99 13.99 15.99 

3. Hawaiian Mushroom, pineapple and ham (extra cheese) 

4. Vegetarian Mushroom, sweetcorn, onion, peppers and fresh tomato 

5. Vegetarian Hot Mushroom, fresh chilli, onion and peppers 

6. Mexicano Spicy beef, spicy chicken, jalapeno and peppers (extra cheese) 

7. Pepperoni Passion Double pepperoni, double cheese 

8. Kebab Special Chicken and doner kebab, onion & peppers (extra cheese) 

9. Meat Feast Pepperoni, spicy beef, spicy chicken, meatballs & ham (extra cheese) 

10. Chicken Combo Chicken tikka, roast chicken, Chinese chicken & tandoori chicken 

11. Hot Shot Pepperoni, salami, jalapeno, onion, peppers & garlic butter 

12. American Hot Pepperoni, onion, spicy beef & fresh chilli (extra cheese) 

13. Tikka Tikka Onion, chicken, tikka, peppers, American spicy sausage & mushroom 

14. Romeo’s Tandoori Mushroom, onion, tandoori chicken & peppers 

15. Seafood Tuna, prawns, anchovies, olives & onion (extra cheese) 

16. London Pizza BBQ sauce, pepperoni, spicy beef, onion & American spicy sausage 

17. Paris Pizza BBQ sauce, roast chicken, smoky bacon, onion & peppers 

18. Doner Pizza BBQ sauce & doner slices (extra cheese) 

19. Romeo Meatball Spicy sausage, onion, meatball, pepperoni & green peppers 

20. Chicken Special Spicy chicken, Chinese chicken, onion, fresh tomato & peppers 

21. Romeo Special Pepperoni, BBQ chicken, onion, mushroom & peppers (extra cheese) 

Cheese Crust Add on an extra _ 150 2.00 250 


• Southern Fried Chicken 

• Wraps • Kebabs 

• Burgers 

• Romeo Fish Bar 

• Side Orders 

• Pukka Pies & Salads 

• Drinks & Desserts 


ROMEO 
FISH BAR 

Med 

Lrg 

Cod Fish 

3.50 

Fish & Chips 

4.30 

Fish & Chips & 
Curry or Gravy 

4.50 

Fish & Chips 
& Mushy Peas 

4.50 

Fish & Chips 
& Beans 

4.50 

Sausage 

in Batter 0.80 

1.10 

Sausage 0.70 
Saveloy 

0.90 

Fish Cake 0.80 

1.00 

Chips 1.50 

1.80 

Fries 1.50 

1.80 


COLLECTION OFFERS: Order over £15 get a FREE portion of Garlic Bread 
Order over £25 get a FREE 1.5 Itr Bottle of Pop 
Order over £30 get a FREE Haagen Daz or Ben and Jerry Ice Cream 

(Offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer) 


High Quality at Affordable Prices 

ALWAYS GET IT FRESH 


wiviv. romeopizza. com 


01446 678 184 
01446 722 455 


I We accept all major credit cards 
(Sorry we do not accept cheques) 


Order Online: www.romeo-pizza.co.uk 


’JUST 

EAT 


7 days a week 4pm till late 
13 Vere Street, Barry, CF63 2HX 


Follow The GEM on Twitter - 
you can find us @gem news 



Serving the area since 1980 


INTRUDER ALARM SYSTEMS 
CLOSED CIRCUIT TELEVISION 
ACCESS CONTROL 
FIRE ALARMS 

PERIMETER SECURITY SYSTEMS 



We are easy to visit 
Openng Hours 
9.00 am - 5.00 pm 
Monday to Friday 


W* Install and Maintain DOMESTIC A COMMERCIAL Alarm 
Systems. We can provide Maintenance Contracts A Monitoring 
of new and existing systems to the standards required for 
Insurant* purposes. Including police response. 


We also offer system Upgrades 



ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


SATURDAY OPEN DAYS 


15th March 
1 m 22nd Match 

1 u 


Call In for a chat over 
a cup of tea or coffee 

10.00 am - 4.00 pm 


Visit our comprehensive web site www.owlsecurity.co.uk 



Owl Security Services Ltd 
Owl Alarms 

30c Conbndge ftd Oontydun CF72 SEE 
01443 22*695 enqJres4fodjecumy.ai.iJlL 
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BURGLARS choose their victims by cruising 
around looking for soft targets. 

Typically, they see someone driving off, so they 
knock on their door. If the door is answered, they are 
looking for someone else or starting a window 
cleaning round and off they go, your suspicions not 
even aroused. 

If there is no answer, they look around for signs 
they are being watched. If they are, they go. If they 
are not, its around the back and try to gain entry, as 
burglars look for soft targets, don’t make the basic 
mistakes which make life easy for them. 

Typically, upon gaining entry, the aim is to bolt the 
front door form the inside and open the back door 
wide for a fast escape. This means that anyone 
arriving home cannot open the front door and their 
attempt to do so alerts the thief who makes good his 
escape through the back door in the resultant 
confusion. 

Items of interest are gathered inside the front door 
and with the help of a mobile phone, an accomplice 
brings a stolen car. If this is quickly loaded and they 
are gone, mission accomplished in around five 
minutes. Even an alert neighbour noting the car 
registration number leads nowhere. 

Your first line of defence is to deter a would-be 
burglar by making your home visibly secure Doors 
and windows should be fitted with deadlocks, which 
should always be used. 

Apart from making entry more difficult, a burglar 
who has gained entry finds his exit barred by doors 
which are deadlocked. 

If you have an alarm system fitted and it activates, 
he will find himself trapped without any easy means 
of escape. He will be forced to leave the same way 
he entered. 

Don’t advertise the fact that your house is not 
occupied by giving any obvious clues. For example, 
if you go out for the night, don’t leave outside lights 
on for your return unless they are always left on. The 
absence of a caravan normally parked on your 
property also indicates you are away. 

Because thieves cannot steal newer cars without the 
keys, they target your keys. Leaving them on the hall 
table is an open invitation to a thief armed with a 


fishing rod. He simply fishes out your keys through 
the letter box, all too often complete with your house 
keys. 

Apart from theft, there is also the question of 
preventing you and your family being attacked in the 
home. As mentioned earlier, burglars often knock on 
a door to check if there is anyone home. 

For that reason, not answering the door could place 
you in danger. I this should happen and the burglar 
does break in, he might well strike out when he is 
surprised by your presence. An alternative solution is 
to have a door entry intercom where by you can speak 
without showing yourself. 

On the subject of being attacked in the home, it is 
very rare for intruders to enter with violence in mind. 
However, burglars who enter while you are sleeping 
might well hit out if you are woken and they are 
surprised by your appearance. For this reason, it 
makes sense to use your alarm system at night for the 
protection of your family. It is better for the intruder 
to flee than risk a confrontation. Some will claim that 
nobody takes notice of an alarm. However, the one 
person that it has been proven will take notice is the 
burglar himself, who will inevitably flee in fear of a 
‘have a go’ neighbour. 

If alarm systems were not effective, insurers who 
base their prevention requirements on statistics from 
claims would not be looking for them to be fitted. 

You can’t stop burglaries, you simply move 
burglars elsewhere to a softer target so don’t be that 
soft target. 

You will generally find a clause in an insurance 
policy to the effect that you must take reasonable care. 
This includes locking up properly even if you only 
plan to be away for five minutes. Where any 
insurance company specifies the need for an alarm 
system, it is probable that there will be a requirement 
for the system to be maintained by an SS AI B or NSIU 
registered company. 

In the event of a claim, you could be asked to 
produce a valid certificate. Without it, you claim 
could be invalidated. You must also always use the 
alarm when your home is not occupied. Check your 
insurance policy carefully and if in doubt, don’t take 
any chances, check with your insurers. 
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OUR SUPERSALE HAS OFFICIALLY ENDED 



lOOs, 

OF SALE ITEMS 

STILL REMAIN & 

MUST BE 


while stocks last 


Due to the reorganisation of stock in our showrooms and warehouses 
we are forced to clear large quantities of suites and sofas, beds and 
bedroom, dining furniture, occasional furniture, accessories and much 
much more. 

There has never been a better time to grab your self a bargain 

DOORS OPEN TODAY 9AM SHARP 


HURRY 

First come first served 



J*k 



NEW 

M m LATE NIGHT 
Ml M MONDAYS 
JJ Open till 8pm 

homestores 


| .co.uk 

PENARTH ROAD CARDIFF 

Unit 5, Freemans Park, Penarth Road, 
Cardiff, CF11 8TU. 

Tel: 02920 371970 

www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


Jazz Band set for 
nostalgic reunion 


REPORT by 
GEM 

REPORTER 


The Llanilltyd 
Troupers Jazz 
Band, which was 
formed by Eileen 
Bennett in the 
1970s, is set for a 
reunion four 

decades later. 

At the time of the 
band’s formation, 

Eileen’s name was 
Staples, and as she 
explained a number of 
members will have dif¬ 
ferent surnames now. 

“I formed the band in 
1977 and many young 
local children were in it. 
We entered competitions 
all over south Wales. 

“Recently, a photo was 
posted on Facebook by 
one of the members, 
Claire, which caused 
quite a stir of memories. 
This prompted requests 
to organise a reunion. 

“Although Facebook 
is a good media, you 
can’t beat the good old 
GEM to find old friends. 

“The only problem is 
that many of the girls are 
now married and there¬ 
fore have different sur¬ 
names.” Members have 
already been tracked 
down across the globe. 

Eileen explained: 
“The excitement is bub¬ 
bling up because it is 



This photograph was taken of the band in 1978. 


now its 37 years since the 
band was formed. 

“A lot of water has 
passed under the bridge 
since then, but the happy 
memories are still there 
for us all because we 
were like one big happy 
family. 

“With the help of 
many members, we have 
managed to find many 
Llanilltyd Troupers who 
now live in the Vale, 
plus some in Ireland, 
Canada and even 
Bahrain. 

“There are still some 
who need to be traced 
and we need the help of 
GEM readers. 

“I’m trying to contact 
those who were specifi¬ 
cally involved when I 
was the organiser. 


“A Facebook page has 
been set up in the name 
of Llanilltyd Troupers, 
for those members and 
helpers wanting to view 
old photos and to come 
to the reunion.” 

On Facebook the 
band’s name has been 
spelt ‘Llantilltud’. 

Some of the people 
who Eileen is interested 
in conacting are Louise 
Gore, Angela Thomas, 
Maria O’Hara, Susan 
Bennett, Michael Davies, 
Julie Price, Tracey Evans 
and Tania Pike. Of 
course, their names may 
have changed over the 
years. 

Eileen went on: 


“There are more mem¬ 
bers, but I can’t remem¬ 
ber everyone’s name. 

“Please call me if you 
were involved with the 
Llanilltyd Troupers Jazz 
Band while I was the 
organiser. I would love 
you to come to our re 
union 

“There will be a small 
charge of just £3 entrance 
per head towards the cost 
of the buffet.” 

Eileen can be contact¬ 
ed on 07970 016 724 if 
you have information to 
help in tracing someone 
or are interested in the 
reunion which will take 
place on April 5. 


Amazing work 
of Ty Hafan is 
recognised 


take up to 

months 

FREE 

no interest no charges 
0% typical APR 


Opening Times 

Mon: 9.00am - 8.00pm. 
Tue - Sat: 9.00am - 6.00pm 
Sunday: 10.30am -4.30pm 


AT the last 
Thursday dining 
night, Dinas Powys 
Rotary Club presi¬ 
dent Tony Stephens 
welcomed Lynda 
Francis as guest 
speaker - the com¬ 
munity fundraiser 
for Ty Hafan. 

She gave a moving 
insight into the work of 
this unique charity based 
at Sully. 

Approximately 60 
children are bom every 
year in Wales with life- 
limiting illnesses. Ty 
Hafan offers comfort, 
care and respite for these 
children and their fami¬ 
lies. 

The hospice in Sully is 
a happy, uplifting and 
inspirational place that 
also offers support 
groups for siblings, dads 
and mums. 

Ty Hafan is commit¬ 
ted to being more than a 
hospice and reaches right 
into the heart of the fam¬ 
ily home. This care is 
given completely free of 
charge to families in 
Wales who need it. 

The charity was 
founded by Suzanne 
Goodall, who spearhead¬ 
ed a fundraising cam¬ 
paign that lasted 11 years 
and, in 1999, Ty Hafan 
finally opened its doors. 

Suzanne, from Beddau 
near Pontypridd, contin¬ 
ued to play an active role 


in Ty Hafan until her 
retirement at 90 in 2011. 
She is a remarkable lady 
who has helped hundreds 
of life-limited children, 
young people and their 
families across Wales 
through the charity she 
started. 

Since 1999, the charity 
has helped over 400 fam¬ 
ilies, providing palliative 
care, relief and support 
within the hospice, at 
home and in the commu¬ 
nity to ensure that each 
child has a comprehen¬ 
sive care programme. 

It costs £3m pounds a 
year to run Ty Hafan and 
fundraising events take 
place throughout the 
year, including a family 
fun day, midnight sleep¬ 
walk, Taff Trail Cycle 
Ride and chef’s night 
out, as well as money 
raised by Dinas Powys 
Rotary Club, as the nom¬ 
inated charity for presi¬ 
dent Tony. 

Lynda concluded her 
talk with a moving film 
about Ty Hafan’s work 
with one particular fami¬ 
ly- 

Pre sident-elect 
Rotarian Colin Jones 
thanked Linda for her 
enlightening talk and 
described how he person¬ 
ally raised nearly £3,000 
for Ty Hafan by cycling 
the length of Wales 
(Holyhead to Cardiff) to 
celebrate his 50th birth¬ 
day. 


Politicians 
shadow Barry 
Island’s traders 



LOCAL politicians turned traders at 
Barry Island last week, to mark Wales 
Tourism Week. 

Claire Evans, tourism and marketing manager, 
explained: “Wales Tourism Week is a celebration of 
the tourism industry and this year we decided to use 
the opportunity to reach out and help raise the indus¬ 
try's profile amongst our politicians by giving them 
the challenge of shadowing traders based at Barry 
Island.” 

Taking part were Vale AM Jane Hutt and council 
cabinet members Couns Lis Burnett, Chris Elmore, 
Bronwen Brookes and Rob Curtis. Between them 
they served ice-creams, assisted visitors on amuse¬ 
ments, litter picked, and generally found out more 
about daily life at one of Wales’ top tourism resorts. 

Coun Burnett, cabinet member for regeneration, 
innovation, planning and transportation, said: “We 
thoroughly enjoyed getting involved and experienc¬ 
ing at first hand the work that goes on behind the 
scenes.” 

Traders taking part included Craig O’Shea, Marco 
Zeraschi, Alfie Scarrott and Pat Collins, whose fam¬ 
ily has been operating on the resort for four genera¬ 
tions. 

“We were delighted to support this event; it gave 
us the opportunity to have a one to one with key 
decision makers while on our patch! It also gave 
them opportunity to see at first hand that Barry 
Island is a year round resort and as popular with vis¬ 
itors as ever,” Mr Collins said. 
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Plaid’s 
concern 
at budget 
increase 


AT the Vale 
Council’s budget¬ 
setting meeting on 
March 5, Plaid 
Cymru councillor 
Ian Johnson laid an 
amendment for a 3 
per cent rise, saying 
he wanted a budget 
that protected pub¬ 
lic services and jobs 
as well as being fair 
on council taxpay¬ 
ers. 

The Labour-Llantwit 
First coalition that runs 
the Vale voted the 
amendment down, 
insisting on a 4.5 per 
cent council tax rise this 
year. 

Coun Johnson said: 
“In the last two years, 
during a cost of living 
crisis, the Labour-led 
Vale Council has 
increased council tax by 
9.5 per cent. 

He added: “Plaid 
Cymru want to protect 
public services and jobs 
while being fair on 
council taxpayers in the 
Vale. 

“That’s why we rec¬ 
ommended a 3 per cent 
rise that would have 
been one of the lowest 
council tax rises in 


Wales. 

He added: “Plaid 
Cymru is concerned 
that the information 
given to councillors 
about the level of 
reserves is not as accu¬ 
rate as it should be 
when making decisions. 

“It was recently 
uncovered that there 
was £15m more in 
council reserves at the 
end of March 2013 than 
anticipated only weeks 
earlier in February 
2013 when the 

“There was £55m 
rather than the £40m 
that we thought was 
there. 

“That is a substantial 
difference in our 
reserves and puts the 
council’s finances in a 
different light, even as 
we face large cuts. 

“We can’t be any 
more certain about the 
real position at the end 
of this month. 

“Having more accu¬ 
rate information means 
that councillors can 
make better informed 
decisions about how to 
use our finances.” 


Rhoose WI do the 
Welsh saint proud! 


THE Rhoose WI 
held their annual St 
David’s Day 
eisteddfod on 
March 6 at the 
Community Hall. 

Traditionally, this is 
the time when the mem¬ 
bers entertain one anoth¬ 
er and they certainly did 
so with style! The pro¬ 
gramme was varied and 
hugely enjoyable. 

Poems were read by 
Avril Phillips, Eileen 
Eeles, Val Watts, 
Maureen Anderson and 
Shirley Hardwick; these 
covered comedy, 
pathos, and topically in 
this centenary year, a 
poem by one of the First 
World War poets. 

Ray Reynolds read 
two poems she had writ¬ 
ten herself - one about 
the recent bad weather 
and the other celebrating 
the 100th birthday of 
Rhoose resident, Ruth 
Haynes. 

Comic sketches were 
performed by Stella 
Hughes, Jill Jones, 

Susan Grant, Jeannie 
Morris Peters and 
Suzanne Hodges, caus¬ 
ing great merriment 
among the audience. 

Pam Jupp gave a talk 
on her life-long fascina¬ 
tion with science, Judith 
Young talked about her 
life as a teacher in South 
America and Sandra 
Barnes made everyone 
laugh with her tale of the 
eisteddfod at her school. 

Geraldine Aslett has 


been learning Welsh, 
partly funded by a WI 
bursary, and she was 
able to preface her talk 
with the Welsh has 
learned so far, which 
was very appropriate for 
an eisteddfod evening! 

Sue Hamer talked 
about her early days in 
the Valleys and enter¬ 
tained everyone with 
some ‘Wenglish, and 
Gloria Sparks and 
Barbara Goodway con¬ 
tinued the Welsh flavour 
with a beautiful rendi¬ 
tion of ‘Calon Lan’, 
accompanied by 
Suzanne Hodges on the 
piano. 

Jenny Reed and Elsa 
Jones, as always, provid¬ 
ed an hilarious finale 
with a spirited song and 
dance routine of 
‘Cinderella Rockafella.’ 

After tea and Welsh 
cakes provided by the 
committee, the winner of 
the Joan Pengilly Cup 
for Excellence was 
announced as Jan Dally- 
whose Welsh cakes were 
judged the best! 

The monthly competi¬ 
tion was won by Jill 
Jones and the raffle by 
Glenys Watson. The next 
meeting of Rhoose WI 
will be held at 7.30pm 
on Thursday, April 3 at 
the Community Hall, 
Stewart Road. 


Saintly mystery stroll with 
Welsh cakes and a quiz 


PENARTH and 
District Ramblers 
celebrated Dydd 
Dewi Sant with a 
local mystery walk 
that included a 
short quiz and 
Welsh cakes and, 
fortunately, the sun 
shone. 

David, born to parents 
descended from Welsh 
royalty, became a priest, 
pilgrim and missionary 
founding many monas¬ 
teries including St 
David’s or Menevia, 
where after his death on 
March 1, 589, he was 
buried in a shrine within 
the cathedral. 

Following his death, 
his fame spread far and 
wide and eventually in 
1120, he was canonised 
as a saint and declared 
Patron Saint of Wales, 
where he is remembered 
each year by the wearing 
of Welsh costume, 
singing and dancing, and 
the wearing of leeks and 
daffodils. 

After exploration of 
the Cold Knap area, the 
group of 12, including 
leader Barbara, climbed 


to Marine Drive then 
descended the Golden 
Stairs, followed by 
another climb to St 
Curig’s Church for a 
refreshment stop. 

Descending again into 
Porthkerry Park to climb 
Lover’s Lane and passing 
Barry Castle ruins, their 
last descent through 
Romilly Park led them 
back to the Bridge Cafe, 
where a well-deserved 
cuppa rounded off the 
day. 

The following day, 
Krys and Pam led their 
group of nine walkers on 
a short saunter along the 
banks of the River Taff 
and the rain showers 
soon cleared up. From 
the majestic Llandaff 
Cathedral, they went 
upstream to cross the 
river bridge onto the east 
bank and followed the 
Taff Trail towards 
Blackweir. 

They had to share Bute 
Park with many partici¬ 
pants of the annual St 
David’s Day run before 
stopping at one of the 
riverside cafes for morn¬ 
ing coffee. Passing 
Blackfriars Friary and 


CHOIR CONCERT 

MIKE DOYLE will be in concert with Bridgend 
Male Choir at Cowbridge Leisure Centre on 
Friday, April 4. 

Tickets £15 (£12 concessions) available from 
W G Davies Newsagent, 38 High Street, 
Cowbridge; the News Shop, 11 Dunraven Place, 
Bridgend; online garethjamesdavies@gmail.com 
or 07890 952363. 


the standing stones they neyed on through Sophia 
approached West Lodge Gardens and Pontcanna 
Gate originally part of a Fields back to Llandaff. 
ten foot high and eight On March 15, meet at 
foot thick medieval 9am at Cogan Leisure 
defensive town wall. Centre for a nine-mile 
The present gate was hard walk at Cwmyoy in 
constructed in 1860 as an the Black Mountains; 
ornamental gate and contact Liz on 029 2051 
lodge with three bed- 3698. 
rooms above a kitchen, On March 18, the mid¬ 
living room and scullery week walk will leave 
for the park keeper’s Cogan at 9am for a 10- 
family. mile moderate walk tak- 

The construction of ing in Abercregan and 
the Castle Street bridge Glyncorrwg; contact 
was recorded on canvas William on 01446 
by the esteemed painter 747239. 

JMW Turner between Membership advice 
1785-6 and having can be obtained from 
crossed it to return onto Pam on 029 2025 5102. 
the west bank of the JOY 

River Taff, they jour- STRANGWARD 


DO YOU HAVE 
MISTED/FOGGY 
DOUBLE GLAZING 

No need to 
change the 
window. 

Just change 
the glass. 

Tel: 01446 741579 
Mob: 07909 991691 
JONES upvc 





lbpstak 

Stoves I Kitchens I Ranges I Renewables 



Come and take a look, 
relax over a coffee, 
enjoy a browse. 


Unit 42, Vale Business Park, 
Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7PF 

Call 01446 771567 | www.topstak.co.uk 

Find us on: □n 
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LOCAL SCHOOLS IN THE WELSH NATIONAL 

FINAL OF PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION 




The three judges - Leela Koenig (chair of judges), 
Katherine Kettle and Richard T. Harris. 


ABOVE: Team members from Brynteg Comprehensive School, 
being presented with a semi-finalist cup by Marjorie Page, 
organiser and co-ordinator of the ESU Welsh national final 
competition, and Murial Harrison, ESU Regional Development 
Officer for south Wales and the south west. 


Derek Morgan, chairman of the the ESU south 
Wales, and Kate Thomas, Lord Lieutenant of 
Mid Glamorgan, greeting Dame Rosemary 
Butler AM, Presiding Officer of The National 
Assembly. 


COASTAL CONCESSION 
TENDER OFFERS FOR LICENCE 

The following Coastal Concession is available 
by Formal Licence from 1 April 2014 
for a period until 28 February 2015 

Combined Hot and Cold Concession - Cold Knap 

Interested parties must request tender 
documents from the Estates Section. 

Closing date for receipt of completed tenders 
documents is 12 noon Monday 24th March 2014. 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 


Contact: 

Sian Cornwell-Shaw 
Estates Section 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Civic Offices 
Holton Road 
Barry 

pp^o 4Ri j 

Tel: 01446 709756 BRO MORGANNWG 

Email: scornwellshaw@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 


The aim of the ESU 
(English-Speaking 
Union) is to pro¬ 
mote the use of the 
English language 
throughout the 
world. 

Out of 30 schools that 
had competed this year 
from throughout Wales, 
seven schools were suc¬ 
cessful in reaching the 
Welsh national final of 
the English-Speaking 
Union public speaking 
competition for schools 
2014. 

The competition was 
held in Ty Hywel at the 
invitation of Presiding 
Officer of The National 
Assembly for Wales, 
Dame Rosemary Butler, 
A.M. 

The seven schools 
were Argoed High 
School; Barry 

Comprehensive School; 
Brynteg Comprehensive 
School; Ffynone House 
School; St. John the 
Baptist Comprehensive 
School, Treorchy 


Comprehensive School 
and Ysgol Gyfun Gian 
Taf. 

The three judges were: 
Leela Koenig, chair of 
judges; Katherine Kettle 
and Richard T. Harris. 
The timekeeper was Mr. 
Victor Lloyd-Nesling, 
and Edward Jenkins 
introduced each team in 
turn to the rostrum. 

In her summing up, 
Leela Koenig congratu¬ 
lated each team on the 
high standard of their 
presentations. This had 
necessitated lengthy 
deliberations on the part 
of the judges in reaching 
their final decisions. 

A semi-finalist cup 
and individual team 
member certificates were 
presented to each com¬ 
peting team by Marjorie 
Page, organiser and co¬ 
ordinator of the ESU 
Welsh national final 
competition, and Murial 
Harrison, ESU Regional 
Development Officer for 


south Wales and the 
south west. 

The individual compe¬ 
tition awards were pre¬ 
sented by Derek Morgan, 
chairman of ESU south 
Wales, and went to: 

Highly commended 
chairman - Sam Parker- 
Rosser, St. the Baptist 
Comprehensive School; 
Highly commended 
speaker - Charlie Lovell- 
Jones, Ysgol Gyfun Gian 
Taf; Highly commended 
questioner - A. J. 
Alyamani, Ffynone 
House School. 

The Challenge Shield 
runners-up were 

announced as Ysgol 
Gyfun Gian Taf and 
received their certificates 
with a statement of 
encouragement and con¬ 
gratulations from Kate 
Thomas, Lord Lieutenant 
of Mid Glamorgan. 

For the second year 
running, Treorchy 
Comprehensive School 
were declared winners of 


the Welsh national final 
and were presented with 
the Fairwood Trust 
Challenge Shield and 
individual certificates by 
Dame Rosemary Butler. 

Treorchy 
Comprehensive will now 
compete with schools 
from across England in 
the UK finals to be held 
at Churchill College, 
Cambridge, on Saturday, 
April 26. 

REPORT AND 
PHOTOS BY KEITH 
E.MORGAN 


ABOVE: 

Team members from Barry 
Comprehensive School were present¬ 
ed with a semi-finalist cup and indi¬ 
vidual semi-finalist certificates by 
Marjorie Page and Murial Harrison. 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE ORDER, SECTION 16A 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

SPORT RELIEF MILE 
BARRY ISLAND 


Valeways walks 

ON Tuesday, March 18 at 1.30pm, 
‘Islands in the Sun’, starting at Sully 
Parish Church. 

On Wednesday, March 19 at 
10.30am, the coffee shop strollers meet 
at Romilly Cafe, Cold Knap, Barry. 

Foodbank recital 

JAMES Barton of U3A Live Music 
group will present a violin and piano 
recital at Bethel Baptist Church in 


Llantwit Major on Thursday, March 
20, at 2pm. 

The programme will consist of 
Schumann’s Sonata in A minor and 
Handel’s Sonata in D major. 

Anne Wilkins will be singing songs 
by Handel and Schumann and there 
will be an interlude of Spirituals by the 
U3A Singing For Pleasure group. An 
optional donation to the local 
Foodbank would be appreciated. 


PACT meetings 


STANWELL PACT at 
The Pod, St Lukes 
Avenue Penarth on 
Friday, March 14 at 7pm. 

RHOOSE PACT at 
The Community Centre, 
Celtic Way, on 
Wednesday, March 19 at 
6pm. 

SULLY PACT at The 
Cricket Pavillion, Sully 
on Thursday, March 20 at 
6.30pm. 

ILLTYD PACT at the 

Mount Sorrel Hotel, 
Porthkerry Road on 
Thursday, March 20 at 
7pm. 


COURT PACT at The 
HUB, YMCA, Court 
Road Barry on Thursday, 
March 20 at 6pm. 

ST BRIDES PACT at 
St Brides Church Hall on 
Monday, March 24 at 
6.30pm. 

CADOC PACT at the 
Palmerston Community 
and Learning Centre on 
Wednesday, March 26 at 
7pm. 

DYFAN PACT at 
Highlight Park 

Community Centre on 
Monday, March 31 at 
7.15pm. 


SUNDAY 23rd MARCH 2014 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Vale of Glamorgan Council have made 
an order under Section 16A Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 as follows:- 

WHEREAS during certain hours of the day and date specified in column 1 
of the schedule hereto the streets or part thereof listed in column 2 of the 
said schedule will be used for the holding of a relevant event as described 
in Section 16(A)(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the Council, 
pursuant to the powers conferred by Section 16A of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 do HEREBY ORDER AND DIRECT in order to 
facilitate the holding of the event, enable members of the public to watch 
the said event and to reduce the disruption to traffic likely to be caused by 
the event the following regulation shall be observed:- 

THAT, except as provided by the order, the said streets or parts thereof 
shall be closed to all vehicular traffic including pedal cycles with the 
exception of Rescue and Emergency Vehicles between the hours specified 
in column 3 of the said schedule. The penalty for infringement of the said 
regulation is a fine not exceeding £1000.00 

Schedule 


Column 1 

Column 2 

Column 3 

Sunday 23 rd 

March 2014 

1/Station Approach Road, between 
Breaksea Drive and Friars Road, 

Barry Island. 

2/ Friars Road, between Station 
Approach Road and Paget Road, 

Barry Island. 

8.00am to 

1.00pm 


As of Monday 10 th March, 
Service 303 will be 
extending to Cardiff! 

for a new timetable m avaUabte from 4 rt< March, please ask your 
driver or visit our website WWW.natgrOUp.CO. uk 


Local Signed Diversions shall be in place. 

Dated this 13th day of March 2014 


VALfofGLAjVIORGAN 


M. E. Punter, Director of Visible Services & Housing 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA 




BRO MORGANNWG 



@NAT_Group 


U NATGroupltd 
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Local charities impress Minister 



LOCAL charities 
and the Vale Centre 
for Voluntary 
Services were visit¬ 
ed in Barry last 
week by UK 
Government minis¬ 
ter Francis Maude 
MP, at the request 
of local 

Conservative MP, 
Alun Cairns. 

Mr Maude is respon¬ 
sible for charity laws 
and Mr Cairns said he 
was keen for him to bet¬ 
ter understand issues 
facing local community 
groups. He also wanted 
to highlight VCV’s 


recent award for their 
work in good gover¬ 
nance. 

Mr Cairns said: “We 
had an excellent turnout 
of local charities and it 
was clear that Francis 
Maude was impressed 
with the issues they 
raised.” 

Mr Maude said: “The 
local groups rightly 
highlighted that they 
should be involved at the 
earliest opportunity to 
help plan services. 

“They are often the 
ones left to pick up the 
pieces when the state 
doesn’t do as well as it 
should.” 


STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don't th* Ju%t tb*» 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Warn (he latent energy savin* gta**? 
5 year guarantee on new double glazir 


glazing. 


2 


,we make saving money perfectly clear 


Call Freephone 0800 61 21 118 
www.clotidy2clear.com 


How Sport 
Relief helps 
Ty Hapus 

TV PRESENTER Matt Johnson visited a 
locally-funded Comic Relief project to see 
how money raised by the public is making a 
difference at Ty Hapus in Barry - a spe¬ 
cialist daytime service for people under the 
age of 65 who have been diagnosed with 
early onset Alzheimer’s and other types of 
dementia. 

A Comic Relief grant has enabled the project to 
employ two community support officers to help those 
unable to travel to the centre. 

Matt, said: “I am very privileged to have visited 
Ty Hapus today to see where the Sport Relief money 
goes. I will be running the Cardiff Mile on Sunday, 
March 23 and you can sign up to join me and be one 
of the thousands making a difference to projects just 
like this.” 


NATIONAL TRUST AGM 

AT 7pm on March 19, the Vale of Glamorgan Association of National 
Trust members and volunteers will hold their AGM in The Duke, 
Cowbridge followed by a talk by Dr Anita Jordan entitled: All the Oliver 
Twists’. 

On the same evening, Justin Albert, Director for Wales of the National Trust, 
will be at The Bear, addressing members of the Cowbridge Physic Garden Trust 
following their AGM! 

The Vale NT Association has arranged a guided tour of St Donat’s Castle on 
the afternoon of Wednesday, April 9 followed by tea at a cost of £8.50. Contact 
vofgant@gmail.com for details. 


Mrs Muscle Cleaners 

Household, Office, and 
Industrial Cleaning 

• Competitive Rates 

• Quality Service 

• Carpets, Windows etc 

• Block Bookings taken 

• OAP Discounts 


Please call Nicola 
for more information 
on 07450 976958 




UNBEATABLE VALUE on ALL windows 


Extend your home FOR LESS than you think 


Typical 2 Bed House 


Typical 3 Bed House 



Less than 


£25 


per 

week# 


over 12 months 

Total payable £1,495 



Less than 

C per 

Z week# 

over 24 months 

Total payable £2,495 


1 large, 3 medium & 1 small 
uPVC casement windows in white 


3 large, 3 medium & 2 small 
uPVC casement windows in white 


YOUR WINDOWS 
INSTALLED FOR 

LESS THAN 



per 

week# 


NTEREST 

FREE 


PLUS our prices are consistently BELOW the national average 


Typical number of 
windows per house 

WINDOW 

HOUSE 

HOUSE 

WINDOW 

HOUSE 

Which? Guide Price 4 with 'B' Rated Glass 

£2100-£2480 

£3100-£3540 

£4930 - £5600 

Leekes Guide Price* with 'A' Rated Glass 

£1950 

£ 2925 

£4530 



Book your FREE no-obligation 
quotation today at conservatories.leekes.co.uk 


Leekes Llantrisant 

Cowbridge Road, RCT. CF72 8XU 

Tel: 0845 050 8240 I Onl ine: leekes.co.uk 


Leekes 

You're home 


#0.1% APR Representative. Finance is subject to status, conditions apply. Specification includes white uPVC internally glazed casement windows with white locking handles and full A rated installation. Large windows are 1800mm x 1200mm, medium windows are 1200mm x 1200mm and small 
windows are 750mm x 900mm. Typical 2 Bed House cash price £1,495, deposit £355 with 12 x monthly repayments of £95. Total amount payable £1,495. Typical 3 Bed House cash price £2,495, deposit £215 with 24 x monthly repayments of £95. Total amount payable £2,495. ♦When compared to 
Which? customer satisfaction survey 2012. Which? quoted prices are final (including discount) for standard white uPVC frames with 'B' rated glass and includes all materials, labour, removal and disposal of existing windows, finishing, VAT and incidentals. ‘Leekes quoted prices are based on the specification listed 
above but with 'A' rated glass as standard. *Cash price £9,995 I No deposit then 96 x monthly repayments of £139.38. Total amount payable on finance £13,380.48 7.9% APR Representative. Finance is subject to status, conditions apply. Price is based on a 3m x3m white conservatory and includes design, 
planning, electrics, basework and installation. Price assumes a level site with no obstructions. Conditions subject to site survey. 
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Barry choreographer who conquered worlds 
of stage, television and film is remembered 


IRVING DAVIES, 
who was born in 
Barry in 1926, was a 
leading choreogra¬ 
pher in stage, televi¬ 
sion and film. 

He was a cousin of 
Peter Ferris, who found¬ 
ed Ferris Entertainment 
and Peter’s mentor until 
Irving’s death in 2002. 

Here Peter tells the 
story of Irving’s life and 
why the people of Wales 
should never forget him. 

Irving was bom in the 
seaside town of Barry, 
south Wales and lived at 
5 The Parade with his 
mother May and father 
Jim and two brothers 
Barry and Kerry. 

From an early age, he 
was given money each 
Saturday by May to go to 
the cinema, but unknown 
to anyone, he caught the 
train to Cardiff to attend 
Kitty Slocombe’s tap 
dancing class. 

(Years later, his mother 
May became a true 
favourite of Liberace, 
after Irving choreo¬ 
graphed Liberace’s UK 
shows). 

Strangely, Irving’s 
career began and ended 


with Morecambe and 
Wise. 

At the age of 16 
Irving’s first West End 
show was ‘Strike a New 
Note’ starring Sid Field, 
which featured a very 
young Morecambe and 
Wise at the bottom of the 
bill. 

Irving’s final show 
was the hugely successful 
‘The Play What I Wrote ’ 
directed by Kenneth 
Branagh and choreo¬ 
graphed by Irving, which 
was based around 
Morecambe and Wise 
sketches. 

His career was full of 
interweaving coinci¬ 
dences such as once 
choreographing a show 
with David Suchet 
appearing in the lead role 
as Irving’s ‘Strike a New 
Note’star, Sid Field. 

Irving went from ‘One 
over the Eight’ to the 
juvenile lead in ‘ Annie 
get your Gun’, with 
Howard Keel and 
Delores Gray. 

He helped in numerous 
American and English 
shows, and West End and 
Broadway hits. One was 
‘Requests the Pleasure’ 
for Joyce Grenfell with 


Hearing 

Tests 

«» ft #+ Tl* <# - 


Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 

• Du? highest kveh c/ y?n»ke and afce'Tjr* 

* IrKfefH'mfeM* Advkf 

♦ X> dNff Oh .il l>Kir r*|» id 

4 Thu Worfcft tnfst faring *»ds nriudng 
Wide*. PtKjnak and Oocon 

• Hepjirs and acce»ori« to all makes and 
anovK 

♦ Norm me* avalabk 

For more •nformaoon, or to arrange 
an appointment, please call 



Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.K0ttwrtM4ttarlnfttiiut.co.ul( 


Beryl Kaye and her part¬ 
ner Paddy Stone. 

It paved the way for 
Irving and Paddy to 
appear with - and be cho¬ 
reographed by - the great 
Gene Kelly in his film 
‘Invitation to the Dance’. 

Meanwhile in England 
Irving was gaining a 
unique status in British 
television, becoming 
light entertainment’s 
number one choreogra¬ 
pher. 

The Irving Davies 
Dancers became house¬ 
hold names throughout 
the sixties and seventies 
appearing in spectaculars 
for the likes of Shirley 
Bassey, Tommy Steele, 
Cilia Black, Frankie 
Howard, Benny Hill, 
Sandy Shaw, Les 
Dawson, Anita Harris, 
Millicent Martin and Ned 
Sherrin as well as regu¬ 
lars on ‘Sunday Night at 
the London Palladium’. 

Uniquely, Irving was 
asked to choreograph the 
opening of BBC2 with a 
routine that was filmed at 
tourist sites in London. It 
ended up with the troupe 
dancing into BBC 
Television Centre and 
then into the studio to 
start the live show. 

After appearing in 
Kenneth Williams’ West 
End Revue show ‘One 
over the Eight’ written by 
Peter Cook, another TV 
landmark for Irving was 
Marty Feldman’s first 
series for Lew Grade’s 
ATV and America’s NBC 



ABOVE: Irving 
Davies worked in 
top shows in Britain 
and Hollywood. 

network ‘The Marty 
Feldman Comedy 

Machine’. 

One of the writers was 
Barry Levinson, who 
went on to become an 
Oscar-winning film 
director of films such as 
‘Diner’, ‘Good Morning 
Vietnam’ and Rain Man. 
ORSON WELLES 
The series changed the 
face of comedy in 
America and paved the 
way for Monty Python. 
Irving was asked to create 
dance routines which 
were as experimental and 
ground breaking as the 
sketches. 

In one episode Irving 
choreographed a routine 
with himself as the lead 
dancer to the tick-tock of 
a grandfather clock and 
one with Orson Welles 
reading a Dylan Thomas 
poem. 


I once asked him ‘How 
the hell did you get Orson 
Welles?’ 

‘I rang him up,’ Irving 
told me - as if it was an 
everyday event! 

Irving choreographed 
shows for Liberace, 
Englebert Humperdinck 
and Ed Sullivan. 

His final show was the 
Laurence Olivier award¬ 
winning West End hit 
‘The Play What I Wrote’ 
which each week includ¬ 
ed a cameo from a mys¬ 
tery celebrity guest star. 
EULOGIES 

Irving was in his ele¬ 
ment rehearsing and 
working each week with 
old friends such as Roger 
Moore, Charles Dance, 
David Suchet and Honor 
Blackman, and younger 
stars such as Ewan 
McGregor, Sting, Liam 
Neeson and Ralph 
Fiennes, until his death 
during the tour of the 
show in 2002. 

Both David Suchet and 
Cilia Black gave wonder¬ 
ful eulogies at Irving’s 
memorial service at the 
actors’ church in Co vent 
Garden for which I and 
my family will be eter¬ 
nally grateful. 

Amazingly the week 
before he died, ‘The Play 
What I Wrote ’ was at the 
Cardiff New Theatre and 
Irving spent a week back 
home finding time to give 
BBC Wales news an 
interview. 

Whenever he returned 
to Barry, which was as 


regularly as possible. 
Irving stayed at the 
Mount Sorrel Hotel. 

From 2006-2008, I 
worked hard to launch 
‘The Irving Davies 
Academy of Performing 
Arts’ at the Wales 
Millennium Centre to 
commemorate his life. 

The academy would 
have been part of the 
famous Italia Conti Stage 
School, the oldest stage 
school in the world at 
which I had the honour of 
being named head boy in 
1988. I was close to the 
Sheward family who own 
Italia Conti and they 
came with me to visit 
government bodies in 
Wales to show their 
enthusiasm for the proj¬ 
ect. 

Richard Perry at the 
Millenium Centre was 
extremely supportive of 
the project from its con¬ 
ception as there was no 
‘performing arts’ course 
in Wales where students 
were assessed on talent 
and not academic qualifi¬ 
cations. 

The aim was for inter¬ 
national professionals to 
provide tuition and mas¬ 
ter classes. Many stu¬ 
dents can afford tuition 
fees but can’t afford the 
costs of living in London. 

Irving’s life and career 
should have been able to 
act as a beacon of encour¬ 
agement to all those in 
Wales who aspire to suc¬ 
ceed in the entertainment 
industry. A BBC docu¬ 
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C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 


Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Work 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 

s^VORCESTER „ d’G 

Bottle Gas 


WORCESTER 

Bosch Group 

Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel 
Boiler Installations. 
Please take advantage 
of our Free Survey 



Worcester Bosch Group Guarantee 


available 

(Flo Gas 
Stockist) 



Servicing 
from £80 



AGA& 

RAYBURN 

Installation, 

Service 

and 

Breakdown 


For all 
your Tool & 
Plant Hire 


PLAN AHEAD FOR YOUR HEATING SERVICE. 

Visit our warehouse for all your plumbing, 
heating and drainage supplies 

For stores only phone 01446 772292 
For main office and general enquiries call 01446 772444 
or freephone 0800 849125 


Visit our website: www.csboxall.co.uk 




MAMII 


OPEN: 

8am 
’til 5pm 


39F Vale Business Park, Llandow, Nr Cowbridge, CF71 7PF 


mentary was also dis¬ 
cussed as part of the 
‘Welsh Greats’ series. 

The Welsh academy 
project had the support of 
people such as Kenneth 
Branagh, Dame Shirley 
Bassey and Prince 
William. However, the 
Arts Council of Wales 
decided it could not sup¬ 
port the project and the 
BBC documentary never 
took place. 

As Jim Bowen might 
have said on Bullseye: 
“Wales, this is what you 
could have won!” 

Irving was a proud 


Welshman and a very 
proud Barry man. 
Hopefully his story will 
continue to inspire people 
and convince them that 
they can succeed in the 
entertainment industry. 

The GEM/Ferris 
Entertainment’s master¬ 
classes are now held at 
the Mount Sorrel Hotel 
where Irving used to stay 
when he was in the town 
and are an on-going trib¬ 
ute to an incredible man 
and mentor. 

Perhaps there should 
be a plaque in his memo¬ 
ry at 5 The Parade, Barry! 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Tenants can 
claim thousands 
of pounds in 
compensation 


MANY tenants are 
unaware that they 
can claim thousands 
of pounds in com¬ 
pensation because: 

Your landlord has not 
registered your bond 
within 30 days of receiv¬ 
ing it from you; your 
landlord fails to repair 
your boiler; you have 
damp in your property or 
there is other disrepair; 
your landlord changes 
the locks to your proper¬ 
ty or forces you to leave; 
or your landlord enters 
your property without 
your consent. 

This list is by no 
means exhaustive either. 
Tenants may be worried 
of the cost of making the 
claim and how this 
effects their occupation 
of their property. 

Newbold Solicitors 
are able to offer you a 
free evaluation of your 
claim, the chances of a 
successful outcome and 
may be prepared to take 
the matter on for you 
without any upfront pay¬ 
ment. Any costs will be 
taken at the end and only 
if you are successful (no 
win no fee). 

Catherine from 


Newbold Solicitors 
explained: “We are deal¬ 
ing with a large number 
of tenants who are 
unaware of their rights. 

“They are unaware 
that their landlords must 
by law register their 
bonds within 30 days 
and if they do not, the 
tenant is eligible for the 
equivalent of three 
months’ rent by way of 
compensation/damages. 

“We have a very high 
success rate with claims 
against landlords.” 

If a landlord has a 
claim, then they may be 
able to recover the 
money paid to the tenant 
from the managing agent 
if they were found to be 
negligent. 

Congratulations 
LAST week, we congrat¬ 
ulated our Kate Sullivan 
on being nominated for 
CILEX student of the 
year; we are pleased to 
confirm that Kate won. 

Well done, Kate from 
your colleagues at 
Newbolds. Kate is an 
example of how you can 
bring up a young family, 
work full-time and still 
pass a complicated 
course like the CILEX 
exams! 




neuubold 


free. Out of Hours 
No Obligation 
legol Surgery. 


TueKfcji/s 17 00 ♦ 18 30 

106 Srood Sttwt. Gcn\i Of #2 
01446 700 693 

|u;uju. nR.jbold , ;olicitor<» com 
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HEOL DON NURSING AND RESIDENTIAL CENTRE 5 

INDIVIDUAL CARE 
IN A STUNNING 
NEW HOME 





Our marketing suite is now open. 

We’ve invested £8.5m in creating a superb new 
state-of-the-art care home in Whitchurch and 
we’d love you to see it. 


Heol Don is open to everyone, you don’t need 
Bupa health insurance to stay with us, so why not 
call us today. 


Our helpful team will be on hand to show you the 
home and talk to you about your individual needs 
and preferences. You can choose your own room, 
and when you’re ready to make your booking, we’ll 
help you through the process, giving you all of the 
advice that you need. 


To find out more or to book your appointment: 



Cali 0292 000 4904 



visit bupa.co.uk/heol-don 


Heol Don Nursing and Residential Centre, Heol Don, Whitchurch, Cardiff, CF14 2XG 


00894_02_14 
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Out and About with The G1 



What’s on 

IN BRIEF 


Art Society 

On March 20, 
Cowbridge Art 
Society welcomes 
Cardiff artist Robert 
McPartland who will 
take a practical ses¬ 
sion on the theme of 
‘colour’, with refer¬ 
ence to some of the 
ideas of Henri 
Matisse. 

See 

www.tate .org .uk/whats- 
on for details of the 
forthcoming exhibition 
at Tate Modern - Henri 
Matisse: The Cut-Outs, 
April 17 - September 
7. 

The society meets 
on Thursday evenings 
at the Old Hall, 
Cowbridge (7 - 9pm) 
and visitors and new 
members are welcome. 
For details, see 
www.cowbridgeartsoci- 
ety.com. 

Lib-Dem 

surgery 


WELSH Liberal 
Democrat AM for 
south Wales west, 
Peter Black, will hold 
an advice surgery on 
Friday, March 14 in 
Maesteg Library 
from 2pm to 3pm. 

Ward surgery 

THE Labour Vale 
and Town councillors 
for Buttrills and 
Court wards, Barry; 
Bronwen Brooks, 
Pamela Drake, Jeff 
Evans and Stuart 
Egan, will hold their 
regular monthly 
advice surgery on 
Saturday, March 15 
from 10am till 
11.30am in the meet¬ 
ing room of Barry 
Library, King’s 


Square. No appoint¬ 
ment necessary. 

CAOS concert 
COWBRIDGE 
Amateur Operatic 
Society (CAOS) is 
holding a concert at 
Rhoose Community 
Hall, Stewart Road 
on Saturday, March 
15 at 7.30pm. 

Mayor’s 

charity 

THE Vale of 
Glamorgan Mayor is 
hosting a charity cof¬ 
fee morning in aid of 
the National 
Coastwatch 
Institution at Nell’s 
Point, Barry Island, 
on March 18 from 
1030am-12 noon in 
the Civic Office. All 
are welcome. 

Chicken talk 

THE Llantwit Major 
Horticultural 
Society’s monthly 
meeting on March 26 
has a talk entitled 
The History of 
Domestic Chickens 
and How to Care for 
Them - by Hannah 
Townsend, an envi¬ 


ronmental educator 
from Free Range 
Learning, in 
Llantonian hall, 
Llantwit Major. 

She will talk on any 
aspect of chicken care 
and will answer ques¬ 
tions. All are welcome 
at 7.30pm. Admission 
is free. 

Songs of 
the Sea 

THE Dinas Powys 
branch of the RNLI 
invite the public to 
join them for a fish 
and chip supper on 
March 29 in the 
Parish hall, Dinas 
Powys, at 7.30pm. 

The entertainment 
will be provided by 
Dinas Powys 
Ecumenical Seven. 
Tickets £10 each on 
02920 513515 or 
02920 513479. 

MU coffee 

THE All Saints, 
Barry, Mothers’ 
Union will hold a cof¬ 
fee morning in the 
church hall, Park 
Road on Saturday, 
March 15 at 10.30am. 
There will be bric-a- 
brac, a spring event 
and a cake stall and 
raffle. Admission 50p 
includes tea/coffee 
and a biscuit. All 
proceeds to Mothers’ 
Union charities. 


COTTRELL PARK GOLF RESORT 

on the A48 at ST NICHOLAS 

hosts an 

ANTIQUE & COLLECTORS FAIR 

in the warmth of 

TYLERS CABIN’ and the CONSERVATORY 

on 

Saturday 15th March 

Refreshments available to purchase 
from the clubhouse. 

OPEN 10 am to 4 pm 
Entrance £1.50; Children FREE 


Oh hm Coaches 



Day Trips & Tours 
Spring & Summer 2014 


Date 

Day 

Destination 

Adult 

Fare 

OAP 

Child 

18/3/2014 

Tuesday 

Moreton in the Marsh (Market Day) 

£11.00 

£10.50 

29/3/2014 

Saturday 

Cotswolds Villages - Day Trip 

£11.95 

£10.95 

12/4/2014 

Saturday 

Weston Super Mare 

£12.00 

£11.00 

19/4/2014 

Saturday 

Windsor & Legoland (Coach Only) 

£14.00 

£13.00 

22/4/2014 

Tuesday 

Oakwood Park or Folly Farm (Coach Only) 

£9.50 

£9.00 

26/4/2014 

Saturday 

West Midlands Safari (Coach Only) 

£14.50 

£13.50 

06/5/2014 

Tuesday 

Abergavenny Market 

£9.95 

£9.50 

10/5/2014 

Saturday 

Malvern Spring Gardening Show (Coach Only) 

£11.50 

£10.50 

17/5/2014 

Saturday 

London Flyer, Sights or London Show (Coach Only) 

£15.50 

£15.00 

24/5/2014 

Saturday 

Drayton Manor (Coach Only) 

£14.00 

£13.00 

26/5/2014 

Monday 

Oakwood Park or Folly Farm (Coach Only) 

£9.50 

£9.00 

07/6/2014 

Saturday 

Stratford Upon Avon 

£12.95 

£11.95 

13/6/2014 

Friday 

Cotswolds, 4 Day Short Break Weekend 

£171.50 

£171.50 

14/6/2014 

Saturday 

Oxford City Centre 

£14.00 

£13.50 

21/6/2014 

Saturday 

Ross on Wye ‘Labels’ & Gloucester Quays 

£11.50 

£10.50 

28/6/2014 

Saturday 

Cotswolds Villages - Day Trip 

£11.95 

£10.95 

05/7/2014 

Saturday 

Street Village & Weston Super Mare 

£12.50 

£11.50 

12/7/2014 

Saturday 

Worcester 

£13.75 

£13.00 

18/7/2014 

Friday 

Cheshire, 4 Day Short Break Weekend 

£185.00 

£185.00 

19/7/2014 

Saturday 

Haverfordwest & St Davids City 

£14.00 

£13.50 

23/7/2014 

Wednesday 

Royal Welsh Show, Coach Only 

£12.00 

£11.50 

25/7/2014 

Friday 

Lincoln, 4 Day Short Break Weekend 

£159.50 

£159.50 

11/8/2014 

Monday 

Norwich & Sandringham, 5 Day Holiday, 4* 

£264.00 

£264.00 

01/9/2014 

Monday 

Cork Ireland, 5 Day Holiday, 4* Hotel 

£355.00 

£355.00 

3/10/2014 

Friday 

Cotswolds, 4 Day Short Break Weekend 

£171.50 

£171.50 


Additional Summer, Autumn & Winter dates will be added to our full 
2014 programme. Minimum passenger numbers are required, therefore 
early reservation is essential. Local pickups throughout South Wales. 


Short Break 
Holidays 
Summer 2014 

Friday 13th June & 
17th October 2014. 
Cotswolds, 4 days 
Friday to Monday. 
Adults £171.50. 




Friday 18th July 
2014. Cheshire, 
4 days Friday to 
Monday. 

Adults £185. 



Friday 27th July 
2014. Lincoln, 

4 days Friday to 
Monday. 

Adults £159.50. 



Monday 11th 
August 2014. 
Norwich 5 days 
Monday to Friday. 
Adults £264. 


Monday 1st 
September 2014. 
Cork, Ireland, 

5 days Monday 
to Friday. 

Adults £355. 

Call our reservations 
line for further 
information on 
01656 660366 



For further information on our day trips or the hire of coaches or mini-buses 

Telephone 01656 660366 

or call at Cresta Coaches, Unit 6, Litchard Industrial Estate, Bridgend, CF31 FAL 


Grand Budapest Hotel 
is well worth visiting! 


Wes Anderson is 
arguably one of 
the few remain¬ 
ing auteurs on 
the cinematic 
landscape. 

The writer/director’s 
films may take diver¬ 
gent paths, but themati¬ 
cally and visually they 
all share the same DNA, 
Anderson making his 
mark on his material. 

His latest film, The 
Grand Budapest Hotel, 
sees Anderson work 
with an all-star ensem¬ 
ble cast, telling the story 
of Gustav H (Ralph 
Fiennes), the legendary 
concierge at the titular 
hotel and his friendship 
with a young employee, 
Zero Mustapha (Tony 
Revolori) who becomes 
his trusted protege. 

The story involves 
the theft and recovery 
of a priceless 
Renaissance painting 
and the battle for an 
enormous family for¬ 
tune against the back¬ 
drop of war... 

While Wes 

Anderson’s films have 
their own particular 
identity, it’s one that can 
prove divisive; for all of 
those who find his work 
kooky and unique, there 
are those who find it too 
obscure and sometimes 
twee for their tastes. 

The Grand Budapest 
Hotel isn’t likely to win 
any new fans for the 
writer/director, sticking 
closely to his usual box 
of tricks, but for the 
Anderson fans out there 
it is a delightfully witty 
film, visually gorgeous 
and comes with a beau¬ 
tifully delicate pinch of 
melancholy. 

The film’s Russian 
doll-like narrative struc¬ 
ture creates a story 
within a story within a 
story, a bold move from 
Anderson and his co¬ 
writer Hugo Guinness, 
but one that works. 

There is very little 
narrative zig-zagging, 
however, the film being 
told through the eyes of 
Zero Mustapha and 
revolving around 
Gustav H, a delicious 
creation that is brought 
to effervescent life by 
Ralph Fiennes. 

While predominantly 
a serious actor, Fiennes 
showed a flair for com¬ 
edy in In Bruges (and, if 
you were feeling partic¬ 
ularly cruel, indirectly 
in Clash of the Titans 
and its sequel and The 
Avengers), and here he 
gets the bit between his 
teeth, grabs hold and 
gives it all he’s got. 

The character is typi¬ 
cal Anderson creation, a 
grotesque full of his 
own self-importance, 
but as with many of 
these characters, the 


actor portraying the 
character somehow 
manages to work on the 
audience to make them 
likeable. 

It’s a virtuoso per¬ 
formance from the 
actor, one that both 
holds the film up and 
steals the show, though 
he is capably supported 
by newcomer Tony 
Revolori, whose 
straight-faced turn as 
Gustav’s prodigy 
matches Fiennes’ turn 
wonderfully well, the 
actor more than match¬ 
ing his more experi¬ 
enced sparring partner. 

The cast reads like a 
who’s-who of talent, 
with the likes of Jude 
Law, F Murray 
Abraham, Bill Murray, 
Saoirse Ronan, Adrien 
Brody and Willem 
Dafoe having small but 
pivotal roles, but the 
film largely hangs on 
Fiennes and Revolori 
and the pair don’t disap¬ 
point. 

As ever, Anderson’s 
chocolate box direction 
is delicately gorgeous, 
every image framed and 
shot beautifully, but as 
the story has the threat 
of war lingering in the 
background, so 
Anderson’s direction 
has a hitherto unseen 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 


sense of the macabre; 
fingers are cut off, bod¬ 
ies are decapitated, 
albeit in an understated 
way, but still this is a 
darker offering than 
much of his other work, 
this sense of melan¬ 
cholic gloom underpin¬ 
ning the more fanciful 
notions of the narrative. 

With Guinness, the 
pair have conspired to 
create a story that is 
epic yet doesn’t attempt 
to be grandiose; there is 
a more prominent sense 
of scale than any of his 
films, but this is tem¬ 
pered by laying the 
focus completely on the 
characters and their 


issues. 

The humour isn’t sac¬ 
rificed however, subtle 
and offbeat but preva¬ 
lent throughout, zipping 
along with a wonderful 
pace and incorporating 
elements of farce and 
satire. 

As stated earlier, 
despite Anderson’s lean 
towards darker elements 
and grander scale, the 
key ingredients that can 
split an audience within 
his work are still very 
much prevalent, but The 
Grand Budapest Hotel 
is very much worth 
checking into and 
savouring its ornate 
(and humorous) 
delights. 

VERDICT-A pictur¬ 
esque film, driven by a 
tour de force comedic 
turn from Ralph 
Fiennes, The Grand 
Budapest Hotel is a 
wonderful piece of 
work. A top notch cast 
deliver strong turns, the 
story is engaging and 
grand in scale, but it 
comes with a wonderful 
sense of melancholy 
and loss that grants it 
depth. Recommended. 
SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: The Royal 
Tenenbaums (2001), 
Moonrise Kingdom 
( 2012 ). 


& 


OCEAN LOUNGE f 

; PORTHKERRY Xf 

OPEN FROM FRIDAYS 4TH MARCH 

Saturday 15th March 

RUGBY SHOWN 
ALL DAY 

on our huge 10ft HD screen 
Half time food during the 
Welsh game. 

Saturday 15th March 

Live Entertainment 



EVERY 

FRIDAY 

Karaoke, 
Games & 
Shenanigans 
with Friday 



Excellent Vocalist 

Saturday 22nd March 
f ‘CAZ’ * yv 

Fantastic Female Vocalist 

Saturday 29th March 

•y f 

Brilliant Duo 

Sunday 30th March 

MOTHER’S 
DAY 

Two Courses £8.95 

Bookings Now being taken 



BINGO 

every 
Friday & 
Saturday 


" 


Look us up on Facebook to keep up to date with the latest 
news, offers and what’s going on at the best live music 
venue in The Vale. 


01446 710362/711538 
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Cad> pro £Z2SOiOO.*mj pay a lew fit*! pay™* every more* 
of jial £292$ pm mart* for 120 month* 41 £9% ft»*d monthly, 
lor crptU f tf£4 HO left*! imoa* peywfcl* 1 1)1440 


per month 



Part of the G2S Croup Ltd 


01633 479 573 

Colls charged at a local rate from landllnes, mob4e costs vary, consult your provider 


tin it 1 Mork Park, Bridgend Industrial tstate, 
Bridgend CF31 3TB OPINING SOON* 

www.g2swales.co. u k 


10 YEAR GUARANTEE ON ALL PRODUCTS ♦ FREE QUOTES 
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Nuance & cookware centre 

Premium quality brands at the lowest possible prices 

3A Tynewydd Road, King Square, Barry also our shop warehouse at 252 Holton Road, Barry, CF63 4PS. 

(Situated between the multistorey car park and the Bassett). Over 5,000 sq ft Warehouse with a comprehensive display of appliances. 

Fa. 


Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock! 


Freestanding 
& Built In 
Ovens & Hobs 
Dishwashers 
Washing Machines 
Fridge Freezers 
Range Cookers - 
Gas, Electric, Dual 
Fuel, plus lots more.. 


NEW WASHING 
MACHINES 

from £159.99 




INTERNET 

PRICE 

MATCHING 


we price match with the 

internet and superstores wherever 
possible! Please call for a quote... 



SPECIAL OFFERS 


NEW LARDER FRIDGE 

' • 50cm wide • Auto Defrost 

OUR PRICE 

£98.99 

UK’s cheapest under 
counter fridge? 

• Well known superstore 
price £109.99 

Brand New 
WASHING MACHINE 

OUR PRICE 

£149.90 

UK’s cheapest washing 
machine? 

• Well-known superstore 
price £169.99 • our normal 

_ instore price £159.99 



BOSCH 


II Hotpont 


STOVES 


Selection of RANGE 
COOKERS in stock 


bekq •srsmeg 

ing) « ■ (i)inDesiT 

plus many other top name brands... 


Up to 5 years Manufacturers Warranty 


REFURBISHED 

APPLIANCES 



from only 

£99 

Fully Guaranteed 


Special offer 
extended until the 
end of March 


\ 



All in stock SINKS & TAPS 
now on offer 
BELOW 
INTERNET 
PRICES. 

Approx 
100 taps 
and 300 sinks. 

Only while 
stocks last. 

FRIDGE 
FREEZERS 

from only 

£ 179.99 



Same/Next day delivery service 

Payment Plan Available. Pay weekly with No INTEREST CHARGED! 

Open Monday to Saturday 9am- 5.30pm 

Visit us at www.1stchoicetrade.co.uk 


*UK’s lowest prices found through internet searches. 
All prices correct at time of searches. 


01446 730884 


Appliances used for illustration purposes only 
Prices quoted for ex-display items, unless otherwise stated 



















































Thursday, March 13 th, 2014 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 15 


Sun shines on fun run for cancer hospice 


A TOTAL of 212 runners of all ages 
turned up to support the George 
Thomas Hospice Care’s annual 5K Fun 
Run and were rewarded with beautiful 
spring weather in Cardiff. 

This event raised valuable funds to support 
the work of the hospice as the major provider of 


specialist palliative care to those suffering from 
cancer and other life-threatening illnesses in the 
Welsh capital. 

“The glorious setting of Bute Park, with its 
bright yellow daffodils, was the perfect venue 
for the event as many families came to cheer on 
relatives and enjoy a day of t-shirt weather,” 


said events manager for the hospice, Nicky 
Piper. 

“The event just gets bigger every year. 
Everybody keeps saying what a fantastic day 
they’ve had and if they can do that, whilst rais¬ 
ing money for the George Thomas Hospice, 
that’s really important,” he added. 

THEY’RE 
OFF! 

Youngsters 
lead the way 
(left) at the 
start of the 
George 
Thomas 
Hospice 
Care's 
annual 5k 
run in the 
sun at Bute 
Park 



INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
PUTS THE FOCUS ON EQUALITY 


I T was great to 
see pupils from 
St Helen’s 
School in Barry 
watch the Mayor 
of the Vale, Coun 
Margaret 
Wilkinson, 
announce the rais¬ 
ing of the 
Commonwealth 
flag at the Civic 
Offices on Monday 
- as part of a cere¬ 
mony that was tak¬ 
ing place in local 
authorities across 
the country. 

When I asked the 
pupils what they 
thought about what they 
had witnessed with the 
raising of the flag, they 
said they had learned a 
lot and were looking 
forward to the 
Commonwealth Games. 

They knew that the 
Games were taking 
place in Scotland and 
were keen to tell me 
about their interest in 
sport. They were active 
and well informed 
young citizens of Barry 
and we were proud to 
see them play their part 
in the ceremony with 


such understanding and 
respect. 

There were also 
pupils from a number of 
secondary schools at the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
International Women’s 
Day Event in Penarth 
last Friday. 

The girls from 
Llantwit Major, St 
Cyres and Bryn Hafren 
schools showed interest 
in the speeches from 
councillors and 
Assembly members 
both men and women 
who were in Penarth to 
celebrate the launch of a 
new Penarth Women’s 
Trail. 

The Women’s Trail 
features women who 
have made their mark in 
Penarth through educa¬ 
tion, sport and culture, 
following the successful 
launch of the Barry 
Women’s Trail last year. 

Speakers at the 
International Women’s 
Day event were 
addressing the chal¬ 
lenges that women face 
in times of austerity. I 
drew attention to a 
report produced by the 
Be van Foundation a 
year ago on ‘Women, 
Work and the 
Recession’, which 


revealed that women in 
occupations at the bot¬ 
tom of the labour mar¬ 
ket have borne the brunt 
of job losses as a result 
of the recession and 
austerity measures. 

Also the research 
found that women’s 
employment has been 
substantially affected by 
the increase in state 
pension age for women 
and women continue to 
earn less than men 
across the income distri¬ 
bution. 

Sadly, this ‘pay gap’ 
is rising not closing. 
Charlotte Woodworth of 
the Fawcett Society said 
at the weekend that “the 
future is bleak - 
women’s equality in the 
UK, after years of slow 
but steady progress, 
risks going into 
reverse.” 

Jeff Cuthbert AM, the 
Minister for 
Communities and 
Tackling Poverty, made 
the point that if we 
secure equal pay for 
men and women it has a 
wider benefit. He said: 
“Equal Pay isn’t just a 
women’s issue - when 
women get equal pay, 
their family income 
rises and the whole 
family benefits.” 

The Welsh 

Government has been 
assessing the impact of 
reducing public finances 
and Welfare Reform on 
women and disabled 
people, as well as all 
those who have ‘pro¬ 
tected characteristics’ 
under the 2010 Equality 
Act. 

Where possible, we 
are seeking to mitigate 
against the effect these 
austerity measures are 


/ \ 
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by Jane Hutt 

AM (Minister 
for Finance) 


having on people in 
Wales, recognising that 
we need to do every¬ 
thing we can to enable 
people to work. 

However, there are 
often barriers which 
need to be addressed, to 
enable people to work, 
especially those with 
caring responsibilities. 

Improving access to 
affordable, high quality 
childcare is a key priori¬ 
ty - to help parents 
access work and train¬ 
ing, helping to tackle 
poverty, improve the 
economy and reduce 
inequalities. 

Doubling our Welsh 
Government funding of 
Flying Start provides 
part-time free childcare 
for many disadvantaged 
children in the Vale and 
parenting support for 
the whole family, 
enabling parents to get 
back to work. 

The provision of free 
school breakfasts for 
children in our primary 
schools across the Vale, 
funded by the Welsh 
Government, has pro¬ 
vided an important 


nutritious breakfast and 
a planned early start to 
the school day, enabling 
parents to get to work 
and training. 

We have also recent¬ 
ly announced a boost to 
the funding of ‘out of 
school’ childcare in the 
Vale - for after school 
and holiday play care 
clubs. 

As far as welfare 
reforms are concerned, 
our research shows that 
lone parents are particu¬ 
larly affected and, of 
course, most of those 
households are headed 
by women. My surger¬ 
ies bear this out with an 
increasing number of 
cases of financial hard¬ 
ship experienced by 
women and disabled 
people. 

International 
Women’s Day provides 
us with the opportunity 
to focus on women’s 


BARRY Town 
Council, in associa¬ 
tion with the Tall 
Ships Trust, have 
launched the Barry 
Marine Youth 
Award for 2014, 
which will involve 
an all-expenses 
paid voyage, in UK 
waters, sailing as a 
member of the 
crew aboard the 
tall ship Stavros S 
Niarchos. 

The award, available 
to Barry residents aged 
from 12 to 25 years, 
will offer the opportuni¬ 
ty to make new friends, 
enjoy new and unique 
challenges and sail 
aboard a magnificent 
ocean going square 
rigged tall ship. 

Applicants need to 
complete an application 
form and submit a short 
written statement of 500 
words about ‘Life in 
Barry 100 years ago’ 
and also a short state¬ 
ment detailing ‘What 
winning the competition 
would mean to me.’ 


equality and the work 
we are doing in Wales 
to achieve this equality 
for the benefit of all. 
Throughout Wales there 
were a range of events 
to focus on these issues 
as well as across the 
world. 

In South Africa an 
event was planned for 
International Women’s 
Day entitled ‘Inspiring 
Change to the next gen¬ 
eration.’ I hope our 
event last week in the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
inspired our young peo¬ 
ple who attended to take 
forward the aims and 
objectives of 
International Women’s 
Day. 

We have a responsi¬ 
bility to them to ensure 
that they can aspire, 
achieve and access edu¬ 
cation, training and 
employment in Wales to 
meet their full potential. 


Applications are wel¬ 
come in English or 
Welsh. 

Deadline for applica¬ 
tions is Saturday, March 
29, and winners will be 
selected by the end of 
April. 

Further details and 
application forms can 
be obtained from Barry 
Town Council on 01446 
738663 or by emailing 
info @ barrytowncoun- 
cil.gov.uk. 

Applications should 
be sent to Barry Town 
Council/Tall Ships 
Competition, Council 
Offices, 7 Gladstone 
Road, Barry, CF62 
8NA. 

UKELELES 

ENTERTAIN 

Y N Y S AW D R E 
Village Hall presents 
an evening with the 
Porthcawl Ukelele 
Band on April 4 at 
7pm. Admission £5, 
includes refresh¬ 
ments. For tickets, 
call Mair on 01656 
722115. 



YOU COULD BE 
A LIFE SAVER 

WELSH HEARTS are holding a FREE one-off 
CPR and defibrillator training for two hours 
on Monday, March 17 at St Athan Golf Club at 
7pm - 9pm. 

Children 10 years and over also welcome to 
attend with their parents. You will receive train¬ 
ing in vital life-saving skills to deal with emergen¬ 
cies. 

To book a place or find out where further class¬ 
es are held, contact Welsh Hearts on 02920 
786521 or email fundraising@welshhearts.org. 


JOIN TALL 
SHIP CREW! 


Charity’s new 
deputy chair 
of trustees... 

THE new 
deputy chair of 
the Perthyn 
charity’s board 
of trustees is 
Dilys Williams 
from the Vale 
of Glamorgan, 
who is a mag¬ 
istrate in 
Cardiff and 
the Church-in- 
Wales Schools 
Inspector, and 
freelance edu¬ 
cation consult¬ 
ant. 

Following a suc¬ 
cessful teaching 
career, she worked for LEAs in London and 
Cardiff, focusing on school management, teacher 
performance and pupil progress. 

She said: “Perthyn and its carers significantly 
enhance the quality of life of a large number of vul¬ 
nerable adults across Wales and England, so I am 
delighted to have been asked to take on this role 
and to play a greater part in the governance of this 
important charity.” 

Perthyn is the third largest charity in Wales and 
provides care and support for people with learning 
difficulties. 

Collectors raise £3,000 
for Marie Curie charity 

DURING the past week, sup- 
porters of Marie Curie have r 
been collecting on the streets ^ r 
of Cowbridge to raise funds f 
for the Penarth Cancer Care 
Hospice run by Marie Curie. 

They raised a record sum of 
over £3,000 “thanks to the 
generosity of the people of 
Cowbridge” 

The photo shows John 
Roberts, chair of the Cowbridge 
fundraising group, in costume, 
out and about collecting. 





Mower Man 2000 

Sales • Service • Spares 



Any purchase of a new 
Honda mower will be entered 
into our -[(*^5 hamper draw, 
end of season. 

Richard Couzens Machinery Ltd. 
Unit lOaVale Business Park, Cowbridge, 
Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7PF 

www.mowerman2000.co.uk 
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Seasonal Country and Farming Update 



Be well connected with 
Super fast broadband, 

RURAL COMMUNITIES URGED 


RIGHT: 

Ed Hunt, BT’s programme director for 
Superfast Cymru, local MPAlun Cairns 
and Chair of Dinas Powys Community 
Council, Vince Driscoll at the first 
Superfast Cymru fibre broadband cabinet 
to be switched on in the Vale, at Dinas 
Powys. 


R URAL com¬ 
munities in 
the Vale are 
being urged to 
“take advantage of 
Superfast broad¬ 
band!” 

Vale MPAlun 
Cairns has been learn¬ 
ing about the technolo¬ 
gy behind the roll out 
of high speed fibre 
broadband in his con¬ 
stituency and visited 
one of the new 
Superfast Cymru fibre 
broadband street cabi¬ 
nets to go live in the 
Vale, in the village of 
Dinas Powys, to find 
out how the technology 
works and why it’s 
essential for future suc¬ 
cess and prosperity in 
the area. 

He urged local peo¬ 
ple to reap the benefits 
of this major invest¬ 


ment in high-speed 
fibre broadband which 
is now available to the 
first homes and busi¬ 
nesses in Dinas Powys. 
The communities of 
Bonvilston, Cowbridge, 
Peterston super Ely, 
Rhoose, Southerndown, 
St Athan, Sully and 
Wick, will join them 
later this year with 
14,000 premises in the 
Vale set to have access 
to fibre broadband by 
spring 2015. 

This is in addition to 
BT’s own commercial 
roll-out which has 
already made fibre 
broadband available to 
more than 36,000 
homes and businesses 
in Llantwit Major, 
Barry and Penarth. 

Superfast Cymru, a 
partnership between 
Welsh Government and 
BT, with additional 


T fend v's AI1 breeds °f D °ss, 

jQ . Cats, etc. 

roomin g Clipped, groomed 
r> or Shampooed, 

cy cllOn Plus Hand Stripping 


GOLDEN MILE HOUSE 

■8 between Cowbridge & Bridgei 

Heated LUXURY Kennels 
Plenty of Exercise 



Tel. 01656 658554 




VALE OF 
GLAMORGAN 
IE SHOW JsL 

Wednesday “ 
13th August 2014 

Fonmon Castle Park, 

Nr. Cardiff Airport. 



Call us on 01446 710099 


www.valeofglamorganshow.co.uk 



funding from 
Broadband Delivery 
UK (BDUK) and the 
European Regional 
Development Fund, is 
taking fibre broadband 
to parts of the country 
not covered by com¬ 
mercial plans. 

The MP said: “This 
is great news for Dinas 
Powys and something 
that we have been look¬ 
ing forward to for 
some time. Fibre 
broadband has an 
essential role to play in 
the stimulation of eco¬ 
nomic recovery and in 


building a more pros¬ 
perous future for us all. 
It’s a major step for¬ 
ward that hundreds of 
local people can now 
get connected to this 
exciting technology. 

“To ensure future 
success we need the 
right building blocks in 
place. One of these is 
having the digital tech¬ 
nology to support our 
people and economy. 
High speed fibre 
broadband will trans¬ 
form the business sec¬ 
tor and attract new 
inward investment.” 


Homes and busi¬ 
nesses in rural, as well 
as urban parts of 
Wales, will be getting 
access to some of the 
best broadband speeds 
in the country via 
Superfast Cymru along 
with BT’s own com¬ 
mercial roll-out which 
has already reached 
more than 600,000 
homes and businesses. 


Learning to make 
a comfy nest (box) 


R angers at 

Cosmeston 
Lakes and 
Porthkerry 
Country Park 
recently held nest 
box making ses¬ 
sions to celebrate 
National Nest Box 
Week, when 
Rangers Steve, 
Aaron, Mel and 
Sharon helped over 
100 eager children 
keen to try out 
their DIY skills to 
make their very 
own nest box. 

Ranger Aaron Jones 
said: “We hold this event 
every year at Cosmeston 
and Porthkerry and 
always have queues of 
children waiting to build 
a nest box. It’s great to 
see children taking an 
interest and wanting to 
build their own box.” 

The aim of NNBW is 
to encourage everyone to 
put up nest boxes in 
their local area, in order 
to promote and enhance 
biodiversity and conser¬ 
vation of our breeding 
birds and wildlife. 

It is estimated there 
are five - six million 
nest boxes in gardens 
across the UK. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 
Kittens, young 
and older cats - 

All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered & microchipped 

Charity No. 1020630 
All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and small items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome and now you can text 

maws 11 to 70070 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 
Thanking everyone for their continued support 



A GREAT DAY OUT 
FOR ALL THE FAMILY! 


Horse Rugwash 
Company 

Your rugs can be taken to 
a local collection point: 

• Arthur John & Co., Cowbridge 

• Cardiff Saddlery, Pentyrch 

• 5 rugs or more collected 
from your stables 

Please telephone Den or Ros Palmer 

01454 413023 
or 07710 367734 




Leading Trailer 
Manufacturer 


|Trailers| 

Ifor Williams Trailers offer the 
widest range of trailers from Tippers to 
Livestock Trailers and Horsebox 
trailers to Car Transporters 




CRYMYCH: 01239 831733 
WHITLAND: 01994 240644 
LLANDOW: 01446 775602 


www.riverlea.co.uk 



William with his nest box. 
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Brian & Mike 
(Hughes Farrier© 

Fully registered 

Established 
37 years by family 
run professionals 

SPECIAL CARE FOR 
LAMINITIES CASES 

Call Pencoed (01656) 865012 

The ‘ Horsepower’ Specialists! 


CL 

O 


Treat your pooch 
at Posh Pawz 
Salon & Spa 

S INCE opening in June 2012, this 
lovely salon in the Vale has become 
increasingly popular - thanks to a 
friendly, one-to-one quality service pro¬ 
vided by professional K9 beauticians, 
Kath and Jo. 

All breeds are catered for in a clean and safe 
environment. The salon is open plan, so you can 
see how much your pet enjoys their grooming. 

So if your precious pooch is in need of a pamper 
call us for an appointment on 01446 710044 and 
put a spring in their step! 


Professional K9 Beauticians 


• Convenient location in the heart of Rhoose village with easy parking 

• Safe, secure and happy environment for your precious pooches 

• From ‘freshen up bath’ to a Full Spa Treatment 

• Ear plucking, nail clipping and gland expressing incl in full groom 

Call Kath & Jo for an appointment on 
01446 710044 or pop in and see us anytime 
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Pupils join the ‘Dig 
Deep’ Lent appeal 



THREE 14-year-old pupils 
travelled from St Richard 
Gwyn Catholic High School to 
Cardiff to help CAFOD South 
Wales launch their annual 
Lent appeal, ‘Dig Deep’. 

Elinor and Jennifer, both from 
Canton and Anna, from Pencoedtre, 
help lead a CAFOD group at school 
and spend time helping younger chil¬ 
dren to learn more about the charity 
which raises money to help people in 
poverty overseas. 

The girls will also be holding their 
own fundraising night, ‘Chaplain’s 
Charity Concert for CAFOD with 


Curry’, with music from around the 
world on April 3 at the school. 

Pupils at St Illtyd’s RC School will 
also perform and Mrs Price, who 
accompanied the girls, said: “The 
fundraising concert is an exciting 
opportunity to bring two school com¬ 
munities together. 

“We will do our bit for the Lent 
appeal by digging deep within our tal¬ 
ents, and sharing them with others.” 

The focus of the campaign is Sierra 
Leone where, with support from people 
around Wales, CAFOD is supporting 
people to farm disused diamond mines 
RD 


Bad weather can’t stop Barry 
school’s budding geologists! 

j filer 




OVER the past two weeks, 
Barry Comprehensive 
School’s AS and GCSE 
geology groups have com¬ 
pleted their field visits in 
preparation for their 
course work. 

The AS group spent two days 
in the Brecon Beacons studying 
the geology of the Ystradfelite 
valley. They visited the Porth yr 
Ogof cave system and a number 
of spectacular waterfalls, looking 
into the variety of past environ¬ 
ments in the area. 


The GCSE group travelled to 
Pembrokeshire and studied the 
varied geology of the west coast. 
This included ancient lava flows 
on Marloes beach and old mine 
workings at Broadhaven and 
Solva. 

Both visits were a real success 
with a great deal of valuable 
work being completed. The worst 
of the weather was just about 
avoided. Mr Prickett would like 
to thank all of the students who 
took part in the trips for their 
exemplary behaviour and for rep¬ 
resenting the school well. 

AS 


FABRIC 

WAREHOUSE 


liquidation 

SALE 


FIRST COME FIRST SERVE 
NO EXCEPTIONS!!! 



Bridgend Fabric Limited already have the lowest prices 
on Quality Fabrics in Wales if not the UK. 

What’s more, we won’t be beaten on price. 

NOW FOR 7 DAYS ONLY WE ARE OFFERING AN EXTRA 20% 
OFF THESE ALREADY CRAZY LOW PRICES. 

ALL OF OUR STOCK MUST BE CLEARED. SOME RANGES 
ARE ALREADY AS LOW AS 85% OFF HIGH STREET PRICES. 

IT’S AS SIMPLE AS THIS. 

YOU WILL NOT BUY CHEAPER!!! 


FABRICS FOR; 

•CURTAINS 

•RE-UPHOLSTERY 

•SOFT FURNISHINGS 

•CARAVANS 

•BOATS 

•CRAFTING 



BRIDGEND FABRICS LTD 

PRINCES WAY 
BRIDGEND IND. ESTATE 
CF31 3TT 
01656 767000 


Opposite 

Celtic 

Tyres 


North Road 


Celtic 

Tyres 


Western Avenue 
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ROTARY CLUB YOUTH 
SPEAKS AREA 8 FINAL 




Rotary 


mm 


rifc- 


KOldry 


ABOVE: THE COMPETITORS. 


Senior winners - Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg. 


Intermediate winners - Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg. 


THE Rotary Club of Barry 
sponsored two successful teams 
in the Area 8 final of the Youth 
Speaks competition, one of sev- 


were also the winners. Their team was 
chaired by Nia Fenn, their speaker was 
Lois Aled and their vote of thanks was 
given by Nia Brown. 

The team’s chosen topic was “Is it 


eral competitions organised by time for us to stop ‘horsing around?’ 

the Rotary movement specifi¬ 
cally designed to develop stu¬ 
dents’ skills. 

The final was held on February 19 
in Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg, 


Should we be searching for new meat 
alternatives in the wake of the horse- 
meat scandal?” 

Nia Brown won the prize for the 
best vote of thanks and Nia Fenn for 


Barry and was also hosted this year by ^ est chairperson, 
the Rotary Club of Barry. Runners-up were the team from 

Winners in the Intermediate Section Cowbridge Comprehensive School 
(11 - 13 year olds) were the team from (sponsored by the Rotary Club of 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg (spon- Cowbridge) and Westbourne School 
sored by the Rotary Club of Barry) Penarth (sponsored by the Rotary Club 
whose chosen topic was “Have we lost °f Penarth) came third, 
our brains with our organ donation pol- I* 1 '' ne w 'th national rules, both 
icy?” speakers had to answer a question from 

The team was chaired by Llinos the audience to show their understand- 
Jones, their speaker was Brennig ing of their chosen topic. 

Davies and the vote of thanks was Judges in the Senior section were 
given by Tirion Davies. Graeme Milnes and Phil McCaffrey 

Llinos Jones was also awarded the from Cardiff Speakers Club, 
prize for the best chairperson and Speaking on behalf of the judges, 
Brennig Davies for the best speaker. Phil McCaffrey congratulated all par- 
Runners-up were the team from ticipants saying that they had spoken 
Westbourne School, Penarth (spon- on a wide range of interesting subjects 
sored by the Rotary Club of Penarth) while giving them some useful tips for 
while 293 Squadron Cowbridge ATC the future! 

(sponsored by the Rotary Club of Rotary’s Deputy District 1150 
Cowbridge) came third. Governor, Bob Wilson, thanked every- 

Judges in the intermediate section one who had supported the area final 
were representatives from the Rotary and wished the winning teams every 
Clubs of Cowbridge, Penarth and success in the Rotary District 1150 
Barry. final (south, mid and west Wales) to be 

In the senior section the team from held in the Urdd Theatre, Wales 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg (spon- Millennium Centre, Cardiff on March 
sored by the Rotary Club of Barry) 7. 


News from Penarth 
Computer Club 
Beware hackers! 


IF Ransomware is a 
term you are 
unaware of, read 
this and be aware of 
the dangers of trust¬ 
ing to luck with 
your computer. 
This is serious stuff. 

The dangers have 
increased considerably 
and you really do need to 
think about precautions. 

If you have ever lost 
files, you will understand 
the need to make back-up 
copies of any files that 
are important to you in 
case you lose them or 
accidentally delete them. 
If you haven’t lost any 
yet, be prepared to 
assume that you might do 
so in the future 

You know that hackers 
might try to gain unau¬ 
thorised access to your 
computer and personal 
information and take 
advantage of what they 
learn. 

Both of the above still 
apply, but Ransomware 
is somewhat newer and 
may combine the two. 

There are different 
flavours of Ransomware. 
Some merely threaten in 
the hope that some peo¬ 
ple will pay up. Others 
involve cost and much 
disruption. 

Browser Lockers fall 
into the less dangerous 
category in that they sim¬ 
ply pretend that they 
have frozen your browser 
saying you have done 
something illegal. 

Police Ransomware 
is similar, but actually 
locks your machine. It 
pretends to be a police or 
other legal body. 

Cryptolockers are the 
worst. A programme will 
be furtively installed on 
your machine and in the 
background will quietly 
encrypt ALL your files 
before announcing that it 
has done so and demand¬ 
ing a ransom to provide a 
key so that you can 
access them 

Thus far ransoms have 
been typically between 


£50 and £150, but much 
bigger ones have been 
reported. Payment is by 
non-conventional means. 
The unlocking key is 
(usually) provided and 
you can recover access to 
your files. The choice is 
stark. If you do not pay 
you lose access to your 
files as the encryption is 
too strong to be broken 
economically. 

Avoid the hassle by 
having good anti-virus 
protection and keeping it 
up-to-date. 

Plus make a clean 
back-up (or multiple 
ones) of everything and 
maintain at least one 
unconnected to your 
computer or the internet. 

Scan any device 
before connecting it to 
your backup to avoid 
accidentally giving 
virus an access that 
defeats the precaution. 

While you’re about it, 
reconsider your pass¬ 
words. Are they strong 
enough? Do they need to 
be changed? Have you 
used the same password 
in too many places and 
for too long? 

In all this, your per¬ 
sonal valuation of your 
files will dictate how 
much effort you are pre¬ 
pared to make to protect 
them. 

Certainly the time and 
effort devoted to safe¬ 
guard your information is 
up to you. Finance might 
also play a part. 

There are options that 
you should consider in 
order to make a decision 
that suits your needs. 

You could start by 
reading the article in 
issue 418 of 
Computer Active, cur¬ 
rently on sale. 

Our next meeting is on 
Tuesday, March 25 at All 
Saints Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, 

Penarth, 7.30 pm for 
8pm: More on digital 
photography by Guy. 
Visitors always welcome. 
See penarthcomputer- 
club.co.uk. 


Do you have what 
it takes to foster a 
guide dog puppy? 



Janet Boswell with 
guide dog puppy 
Emmie. 

GUIDE Dogs 
Cymru is holding a 
special event in 
Llantwit Major on 
Monday, March 17, 
to recruit puppy 
walkers in the Vale. 

Volunteers are needed 
for the full-time care and 
education of guide dog 
pups from six weeks 
until about 12 months, 
when they are returned to 
the charity to begin spe¬ 
cialised guide dog train¬ 
ing. 

The young dogs spend 
much of their first year 
living with the puppy 
walker volunteers, learn¬ 
ing basic obedience and 
getting used to a home 
environment, noise and 
the bustle of towns. 

The volunteers pre¬ 
pare them for their work¬ 
ing life ahead by taking 
them on trains and buses. 
A young guide dog 
puppy is a full-time com¬ 
panion for its temporary 
owners, and it is reward¬ 
ing to raise a dog that 
will one day become the 
eyes of a blind person, 
giving him or her a new 
independence. 

The charity supplies 
basic equipment and cov¬ 
ers all veterinary and 
feeding expenses. To 
become a puppy walker, 
volunteers will need 
access to a car. They will 
have to be with the puppy 
for most of the day, and 
free to take their puppy 
into many varied envi¬ 
ronments - sometimes 
busy and difficult. Their 
yard or garden will also 
need to be securely 
fenced so that the puppy 
remains safely within its 
confines. 


Mel Wharmby, Guide 
Dogs’ puppy walking 
supervisor, said: “We’re 
looking for enthusiastic 
and dedicated volunteers 
who can care for the pups 
full time because, at the 
end of the day, if we 
don’t have puppy walk¬ 
ers, we don’t have guide 
dogs. 

“Puppy walking is 
challenging and it’s a real 
commitment to take a 
puppy into your home for 
a year but, with the sup¬ 
port of Guide Dogs staff, 
our volunteers find it 
extremely rewarding and 
worthwhile.” 

Janet Boswell, of 
Llantwit Major, has been 
a puppy walker for five 
years. Four of her previ¬ 
ous puppies have already 
qualified as guide dogs, 
and she is currently 
teaching the basics to 
six-month-old black 
labrador Emmie. 

“It’s like having the 
almost perfect pet,” said 
Mrs Boswell. “I enjoy 
the puppy stage. They 
give you their uncondi¬ 
tional love, although it 
can be challenging at 
times. 

“The charity pays for 
her food and vet’s bills, 
so it doesn’t cost me any¬ 
thing, except plenty of 
tender loving care. You 


get step-by-step advice 
and it helps to have fam¬ 
ily members around who 
can share the load. 

“Some people think 
that because they already 
have a pet dog they can’t 
be a puppy walker, but I 
think it makes it easier. 
Every two weeks, Guide 
Dogs holds a local puppy 
class where you can meet 
other puppy walkers and 
swap tips. 

“Puppies don’t need 
mile-long walks, so it’s 
not a case of keeping fit. 
It’s about learning to 
walk steadily and not to 
jump or rush steps. If the 
pup is startled, it needs to 
recover its composure 
quickly. 

“When the time comes 
to leave you and go on to 
further training, their 
tails are wagging with 
excitement. They don’t 
have time to pine, and 
you are already looking 
forward to your next 
puppy.” 

To find out more, call 
into the Vale Volunteer 
Bureau in Llantwit Major 
for a chat between 
10am - 2pm on Monday, 
March 17. Alternatively, 
ring Steve Kersley on 
07785 907728 or email 
Steve.Kersley ©guide- 
dogs .org.uk. 


The GEM is in partnership with the Dog’s Trust to 
find caring homes for animals in their charge at Bridgend 
Rehoming Centre (Telephone: 01656 725219) 

Meet seven adorable puppies! 



LEFT: 

Dogs 

Trust 

Bridgend 

canine 

carer Kim 

Rowe 

with the 

St 

David’s 

Day 

puppies. 


DOGS Trust Bridgend is 
appealing for local homes for 
seven adorable terrier cross 
puppies born at the Rehoming 
Centre eight weeks ago after 
their pregnant mother was 
handed in. 

Staff have given them all Welsh 
names: Seren, Taliesin (Tali), Dewi, 
Aled (Ali), Valmai (Vali), Ieuan and 
David. 

Beverley Price, Dogs Trust 
Bridgend rehoming centre manager, 
said: “These mischievous little pups 
are full of energy, so will need active 
owners to keep them entertained. They 
are only seven weeks old but will soon 
be ready to be reserved and go to lov¬ 


ing new homes when they reach eight 
weeks old. 

“We have two boys and five girls. 
We are looking for patient owners who 
have experience with terriers and 
appreciate the demands of young pup¬ 
pies and just like any team could do 
with a little extra training. 

“Ideally they should be at home 
most of the day to help them settle in. 
They need homes with secure gardens 
to bound around in and would prefer to 
live with older children. 

“They are super little dogs who 
would make the perfect pets in the 
right homes.” 

Anyone who is interested in offering 
any of the puppies a new home should 
call Dogs Trust Bridgend on 01656 
725 219 or visit www.dogstrust.org.uk. 
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Tales of ghostly mariners 
on the Porthcawl shore... 


THE coastline of 
Porthcawl has been 
in the news over the 
past couple of 
months with the dev¬ 
astating storms that 
have battered its 
shores. 

Two cannon were 
churned up by the raging 
sea and are on show in 
the Porthcawl Museum 
in John Street. They are 
believed to be from an 
18th century ship. 

A new lighthouse 
(goleudy in Welsh) at 
Porthcawl Point, at the 
eastern entrance to 
Swansea Bay and in the 
Bristol Channel, was 
built in 1866 by Messrs 
Stephen of Bristol. 

The intention was to 
deter vessels from the 
treacherous rocks around 
the shore, as many ships 
had been lost to the sea 
in this particular area in 
days gone by. 

It was constructed 
using cast iron, painted 
in black and white and 
built on a hexagonal 
stone base, while set 
upon a rectangular plinth 
behind an outer sea wall. 

The tower tapers has 
small vents bolted mid¬ 
way up each side. It had 
a hinged metal door with 
a handle and catches for 
safety for its keepers 
against the stormy 
weather battering the 
coast and violent waves 
roaring over the struc¬ 
ture. 

In 1840, the main 
breakwater was extended 


by 100 yards, prior to the 
lighthouse being built. 
The lantern, powered by 
gas, had the top replaced 
with a domed cap and a 
small round finial with 
curved bolted frames in 
addition to glazed panels 
after another severe 
storm in 1996, where the 
metal ladder was swal¬ 
lowed up by the raging 
tide. 

According to 1871 
census, the first light¬ 
house man at Porthcawl 
Lighthouse was John 
Pervis, a 72-year-old 
born in Cardigan. 
Coastguards listed at 
that time were Timothy 
Kelly (34) from Cork, 
and Whilfield Martin 
(37) from Minehead. 
They all lived on New 
Road, a popular domain 
for workers throughout 
the town of Porthcawl. 

In 1911, a severe 
storm damaged the light¬ 
house and the pyramidal 
roof with its weathervane 
and lantern had to be 
replaced. It was powered 
by gas from the gas 
works in New Road until 
1974, when North Sea 
gas took over the mission 
of keeping vulnerable 
ships informed of the 
dangers around the 
coast. 

Porthcawl Lighthouse 
on the Breakwater at 
Porthcawl Harbour 
became Grade II listed in 
August 1991. 

Other listed monu¬ 
ments around this area of 
Porthcawl include the 
Outer Basin, the 
Breakwater, the Look- 


Out Tower, the Old 
Customs House and 
Jennings Warehouse. 

As with many coastal 
areas around Wales, 
Porthcawl does seem to 
have its own share of 
ghostly tales: The chill¬ 
ing image of a man wear¬ 
ing what appears to be a 
trilby hat and dark over¬ 
coat seems to stand on 
the pier smoking a pipe. 
He then disappears in a 
shimmering haze. 

Who could this man in 
old-fashioned dress be, 
and is he trapped 
between reality and 
beyond? 

The alarming sound of 
an outmoded fog bell has 
been heard at the dead of 
night, bellowing out 
across the sea. Could 


this illusory sound be 
warning modern vessels 
that danger lurks 
beneath the perilous 
tides? 

The hazy figure of an 
old-fashioned mariner 
has been spotted, 
appearing to float 
around the body of the 
lighthouse. Could this 
unusually dressed gentle¬ 
man be a sailor from a 
vulnerable ship lost in 
the depths of the raging 
sea from days gone by? 

Mysterious but large 
footprints have been dis¬ 
covered on the path lead¬ 
ing to the lighthouse; fol¬ 
lowed by a loud bang 
piercing the ears of 
passersby, yet no physi¬ 
cal person is seen. 

With a flash of light 


coming from the light¬ 
house, both footprints 
and eerie sounds vanish. 
Could this be a keeper 
from our distant past 
reminding us of the 
drudgery of his working 
life? 

After the ferociousness 
of winter, on misty morn¬ 
ings in March, the hazy 
image of a stricken ship 
can be seen around the 
coast of Porthcawl. Said 
to resemble a galleon, 
this creepy ship only 
appears every ten years. 

Perhaps this disturb¬ 
ing image is making the 
living aware of its fate on 
the anniversary of its 
sinking... But fact or fic¬ 
tion? It’s up to you to 
decide... 

HAYLEY WILLIAMS 


HAVE A NIGHT 
IN FOR CHARITY 9 


1 AM writing to 
you to ask your 
readers to have 
a Night In for 
Macmillan on 
Friday, May 16. 
Macmillan’s Night 
In is simply about 
having friends 
round for a catch¬ 
up, a laugh and 
something to eat 
and drink. 

The beauty of it is 
that you don’t have to 
train, get sweaty, or even 
have to hassle people to 
sponsor you. 

Instead, everyone just 
gives what they’d have 
spent on a night out and 
the money goes to help 


people with cancer feel 
more like themselves 
again. 

Last year, our sup¬ 
porters across the UK 
raised an amazing 
£ 1.25m by hosting a 
Night In for the first 
time. 

This year, we’re 
appealing for people 
across Wales to sign up 
to host their own Night 
In and help us to raise 
even more to support 
people affected by can¬ 


cer. 

To get your Night In 
kit visit www. mac mi l- 
lan.org.uk/nightin or call 
0300 1000 200. 

For information, or 
support from Macmillan, 
call us free on 0808 808 
00 00 (Monday to 
Friday, 9am-8pm) or 
visit macmillan.org.uk. 
Susan Morris, 
Bridgend. 

(General Manager for 
Wales Macmillan 
Cancer Support) 


UK’S OLDEST HUNTMASTER 
DIES AT THE AGE OF 96 


THE UK’s oldest huntmas- 
ter, senior master of the 
Llangeinor Foxhounds, 
Arthur Board, has died, 
aged 96. 

Mr Board, who was a master of 
the hunt for 38 years after joining 
the mastership in 1976, died on 
February 28. His funeral took 
place on March 10 in Merthyr 
Mawr. 

Fellow joint-master Brian 
Hughes said: “Arthur was passion¬ 
ate about hunting and still took an 
active part in the mastership until 
about a year ago when he became 
a bit frail. 

“He was full of tales about 
hunting and farming and the 


tremendous changes in the area 
since his boyhood. He will be very 
much missed by all who knew 
him.” 

Countryside Alliance executive 
chairman, Barney White-Spunner, 
said: “At 96, Arthur could lay 
claim to the title of the UK’s old¬ 
est serving huntmaster and we are 
greatly indebted to him for his 
dedication to both the Llangeinor 
and hunting.” 

Mr Board’s hunting career start¬ 
ed at the age of eight with the 
Glamorgan, with whom he hunted 
for many years before swapping to 
Llangeinor, so his sons could hunt 
with him on Saturdays. He rode to 
hounds until well into his 80s, 


when a fall forced him to become 
a car follower. A redoubtable 
point-to-point rider, Arthur landed 
a double in his first race day, at the 
Glamorgan Hunt in 1938. On 
occasions, he hacked to a meeting, 
rode his race and hacked home 
again afterwards. 

He was also a farmer in 
Merthyr Mawr and exhibited cat¬ 
tle at Smithfield during World War 
Two, taking them down to the cap¬ 
ital by train from the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

Arthur was married for 70 years 
to Mary and leaves four children, 
Richard, Robert, Paul and Sarah, 
11 grandchildren and eight great¬ 
grandchildren . C C 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 

THE following are winning numbers in the 
Ty Hafan Cracker jackpot lottery draw 
number 

• £2,000: 433456. 

• The rollover, which now stands at £7,000, was 
not won this week. 

• £10:797030, 155132, 744147, 603565, 

921277,881698, 969223, 336281, 791564,405238, 
450581, 653307,464280,890368, 230576,540138, 
317564,337311, 973079,411711. 

• £5:715123,451310, 271335,516973, 223562, 

691390, 262227, 357930,342241, 670686, 300054, 
131805, 985411, 339564, 414538, 870980, 

302772, 381076, 523253, 520876,456815, 665211, 
171047,584897,308479, 569127, 107368,735464, 
391874, 885915,870476,862231, 907515, 716543, 
414087, 370961, 202679, 710630, 255468, 

722480, 736521, 587674, 865101, 884619, 

497197, 795340, 726206, 196454, 315523, 

632211,225369, 979467, 495488, 480793, 898868, 
569240, 332752, 323927, 964101. 

The GEM cannot be held responsible for any errors 
or omissions contained in the above. 

For lottery information please telephone 029 2053 
2300. 
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fJaTes is growing, 
get growing with uS’ 



rYFUl PVFOOOt 


MaeEyynru ynjtgft*. 
ewch ati r dyfu gyda hi 


Grow Your Own Course* 
available locally at Coed Hills Rural 
Artspace, Cowfcrklgt 

Grow Your Own m a Year 

f (Vzy a nn’nfn you l«en to to n you' 
thMQQ drvdhawoyo. The count 
ram fw (Omonthf star/my in ifavrft 

FREE preliminary session 1S/03/14 




Course starts 


22/03/14 


Pl 




Introduction to Grafting 16/03H4 

Introduction to the 

Cultivation of Fungi 

Introduction to 
Forest Gardening 



The sun 15 shinng. sprng is round the corner end we ere Stirling to think about 
getting out into our gardens it's the »deei ome to start planning your garden 
and growing your own fiiat and vegetable* Don't worry # you are unsure of 
where to start - Growing the Future is here to help' 

Growing the Future d an exciting project aimed at helping people to learn ho tm 
to grow their own food successful* in Wales. Whether you're a complete 
beginner who dreams of having a garden of fresh produce, but don't know 
where to start or maybe you're a seasoned grower who wants to get the beet out 
of your crops, there are courses designed for your needs The project offers a 
wide range of tri>t and vegetable growing courses delivered through a network 
of hubs across Wales and managed at the National Bet ante Garden at Wales. The 
courses on offer are free or very Inexpensive and cover all topics from growing 
vegetables to composting and learning about 'permaaiture as a complete 
'•restyle choice 


So, get outside in the fresh air end get growing with us today! 

lo book a course, or for more Information visit the website 
wwrwgrowtngthefutwe co uk or phone: 01558 667100. To keep up to 
date wrth all the latest news, folbw Growing the Future * on Twitter 
aeGTFCymru end on Facebook at Facebook convOowing the fuuwe 


www.growirvgthefuture.co.i 

wvrw.tyfurdyfodolco.uk 


01558667100 HL 
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WHAT’S ON 

In brief 


Neil’s story 

RECENTLY, a GEM 
article featured Neil 
Harvey sharing his 
personal story of 
addiction to drugs, 
then finding freedom 
and a new life in jail. 

He will be telling 
more of his story on 
March 16 in the banquet 
hall of The Duke of 
Wellington, Cowbridge, 
at 5pm. There will be 
free refreshments (tea, 
coffee, cake) and every¬ 
one is welcome. 

This will be of partic¬ 
ular interest to parents 
and students at 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive where 
Neil gives drugs aware¬ 
ness classes, but also to 
anyone who has an 
interest in problems of 
addiction - drugs, alco¬ 
hol etc. 

Memories on a 
bus... 

THEATRE company 
PaperTrail is perform¬ 
ing Day To Go at 
Memo Arts Centre 
(April 5 and 12) - a 
poetic journey through 
Barry - on a bus to 
hear and see stories 
inspired by local peo¬ 
ple. 

Its creator, Bridget 
Keehan, who has 
worked alongside local 
people to create the per¬ 
formance, said: “I have 
been struck by the deep 
affection and sense of 
loss many people feel 


for places such as the 
Lido, Bindles Ballroom 
and the Butlins camp. 

“This performance 
seeks to recreate the joy 
and excitement of these 
places and, through the 
characters we meet dur¬ 
ing the journey, we get 
to think about the 
importance of keeping 
hold of what is pre¬ 
cious.” 

The show involves 
professional artists and 
local performers, includ¬ 
ing Emma Mallam from 
the Vibe Project, Jodie 
Allinson, and sound 
artist, Chris Young. 

Spring concert 

CERDDORFA Dinas 
Powys Orchestra’s 
spring concert takes 
place on March 30, 
7.30pm in the Parish 
Hall, Britway Road, 
Dinas Powys CF64 
4AF. 

It will include the 
Beethoven Overture 
‘Coriolan; Beethoven 
Piano Concerto No 3 
(soloist Tomas Klement 
from the Czech 
Republic), and Schubert 
Symphony No 3. Tickets 
available at the door or 
from Dinas Powys Post 
Office, 3 Station Road, 
Dinas Powys and 
Penarth Book Shop, 
Windsor Road, Penarth. 
Cost £6 (£3 age 12 and 
under). Telephone 029 
20706288. 
www.cdpo .org .uk. 


THE ‘CHATTY MAN’ 
HONOURS BRIDGEND 
CONTACT CENTRE! 


A BRIDGEND con¬ 
tact centre was 
honoured at a spe¬ 
cial awards cere¬ 
mony at Cardiff 
City Stadium host¬ 
ed by ‘Chatty Man’ 
TV star Alan Carr. 

CGI UK, based in 
Waterton Industrial 
Estate took home the 
best outsourced contact 
centre, acknowledging 
its contribution to Welsh 
contact centre industry. 

Chris Morton - Head 
of Service Operations, 
CGI UK commented: 
“We are delighted to 
have been awarded ‘best 
outsourced contact cen¬ 
tre’ at this year’s gala 
dinner. We are proud of 
our service desk in 
Wales, and the people 
who deliver world class 
services every day to 
over 180 clients. 

“This award is testa¬ 
ment to their continuing 
drive for excellence, and 
the culture of putting the 
customer at the heart of 
everything they do.” 

The 600 guests 
attended the prestigious 
Welsh Contact Centre 
Awards, to see staff 
from call centres across 
the country honoured for 
their outstanding contri¬ 
bution to one of Wales’ 


most vibrant industries. 

The event, organised 
by the Welsh Contact 
Centre Forum, rewarded 
winners and highly com¬ 
mended in 16 cate¬ 
gories, with Virgin 
Media, Barclays Home 
Solutions Direct and 
Deloitte scooping top 
awards for small, medi¬ 
um and large contact 
centre of the year. 

The Welsh Contact 
Centre Awards, which 
have been running for 
16 years, celebrate the 
excellence of an indus¬ 
try that employs 30,000 
people and contributes 
around £600m a year 
into the Welsh economy. 

Company awards 
went to CGI, Ministry 
of Justice Shared 
Services; Barclays 


fHome Solutions Direct; 
Barclays Welsh 
Language Centre; 

British Gas; Admiral 
Group PLC; Serco; 
HSBC; Deloitte; Virgin 
Media and Tesco. 

Sandra Busby, man¬ 
aging director of the 
Welsh Contact Centre 
Forum, said: “The con¬ 
tact centre industry con¬ 
tributes a huge amount 
to Wales’ economy, and 
it is really important that 
its excellent work con¬ 
tinues to be recognised. 

“Everyone who 
received an award 
should be very proud of 
themselves, as they have 
been selected as the top 
of their field in an 
industry brought alive 
by more than 30,000 
people.” 


This year the awards 
were held in association 
with headline sponsors 
Red Contact Centres 
along with category 
sponsors Centric 
Recruitment; Barclays 
Partner Finance; 
Firstsource Solutions; 
South West Contact 
Centre Forum; Legal & 
General; Buzzwales; 
WCCF; Intelecom; TSW 
Training; Interactive 
Intelligence; Therapy 
Solutions; Conduit 
Global; British Gas; 
Media Wales and CGI. 
Plus supporting spon¬ 
sors, Molson Coors, 
HSBC and Resolvelt. 

To see a full list of 
winners visit: 
http://www.welshcon- 
tactcentreawards.co.uk 


Author comes home 


LOCAL author 
Penelope Evans will 
talk about her work 
at Cowbridge 
Library on March 
19 from 7.30pm - 
9pm. 

Her family still live in 
Cowbridge, though she 
grew up in Scotland and 
Switzerland. She attend¬ 
ed the University of St 
Andrews where she 


studied Classics and then 
law, before practicing as 
a criminal barrister in 
London. 

She describes herself 
as a crime writer. 
Densely plotted, atmos¬ 
pheric, sometimes filled 
with menace, her books 
seem to be all about 
crime and the adults who 
commit them. But the 
undertones are always 
all about children. 



Local author 
Penelope Evans. 


Men’s Forum 
hears of 
Baghdad 
experiences 


THE speaker at the 
Barry Men’s Forum 
meeting last week 
was John Davies, 
who described some 
of his hair-raising 
experiences while 
working in 

Baghdad as a 
finance and admin¬ 
istration officer. 

When he arrived in 
Baghdad, he became 
concerned when a rocket, 
fired from Iran exploded 
at the end of his street. 
Having been reassured 
that everything was well, 
he was persuaded to stay. 

His first year’s 
accounts submitted to the 
Iraq authorities were lit¬ 
erally thrown back at him 
when they were present¬ 
ed, for not being in the 
prescribed form, and he 
soon had to take on an 
Iraqi assistant to help 
him. 

When letters were sent 
to other companies, his 
assistant was required to 
deliver them directly. 
Unknown to John, on the 
way he would call at a 
cafe, and make six copies 
of the documents for 
Saddam Hussein’s Bath 
Party. It transpired that 
all Iraqis did this under 
threat to their families. 


It was a few years later 
when his most hair-rais¬ 
ing episode began: Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in 1990 
and John’s wife, who had 
joined him at the time, 
was working in the 
American Embassy and 
was suddenly advised to 
return home, the day 
before the invasion. 

John was not so lucky. 
As the administrator for 
his company which 
employed hundreds of 
ex-pats, he had to try to 
get as many as possible 
to safety. When he even¬ 
tually got on a flight to, 
he did not know where, 
he had been held captive 
in Baghdad for 146 days, 
and was the last ex-pat to 
leave the city. 

On his eventual return 
to the UK, he was inter¬ 
viewed by the BBC to 
relate his experiences. 

On Thursday, March 
20, the speaker will be 
John Prior-Morris, 
whose talk is entitled 
‘The Insoles ofLlandaff’. 
New members are wel¬ 
come at The Barry Men’s 
Forum in Trinity 
Presbyterian Church 
Hall, Aberystwyth 
Crescent every Thursday 
morning at 10.15am. 
For further information, 
contact 02920 594881. 

PMW 
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Thank-you Barry for a Great Opening Weekend! 

We would like to take the time to introduce ourselves to you. 
We have been established in the pub/club trade since 2008, when we bought our first nightclub 

B2M in Port Talbot, 

A year later we took on our second club, (ex Luminar Leisure Super club) 

Sax Nightclub & Bar in Bridgend. 
Just over a year later we took on our third venue, 
Suzy's Bar & Club which incorporates a Restaurant in Rhondda 
In October 2013 we crossed over the English border to Gloucestershire, to Harrys Bar & Club, 
And now in February 2014 we have arrived at Gordon Bennetts Nightclub in Barry, 
And with another two more venues planned on the way this year 




Opening Times 

Thursday & Sunday 


Friday & Saturday 

9pm-lam 

Find us on Facetooolc Gordon Bennetts 

The Management & Staff look forward to your continued custom. 
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DIARMUID IS FULL OF IDEAS 
TO PEP UP YOUR PATIO! 


T IPS on how to prep 
your patio ready for 
spring - plus, find 
out what else needs doing 
in the garden this week, by 
Hannah Stephenson 

If the rain ever lets up long 
enough for us to venture out on to 
our patios, we'll need some quick 
fixes to brighten them up in time 
for the warmer and, hopefully 
drier, months of spring. 

But, aside from jetwashing 
them, what should the average 
gardener actually be doing to 
these patios...? 

Garden designer Diarmuid 
Gavin, who last year added a 
wraparound balcony and cast iron 
columns decorated with swathes 
of wisteria to his own patio in 
County Wicklow, Ireland, has 
some ideas. 

Bulbs planted in patio pots 
back in September may have rot¬ 
ted if they haven’t been given 
good drainage and were standing 
on pot feet, he says, but even if 
there’s no sign of them, all is not 
lost. 

“Even now, if you just lift the 
pot to allow them to drain, the 
bulbs and plantings may be all 


right.” 

In addition to the practical, 
Gavin, an ambassador for the 
Karcher watering range, has some 
easy patio design tips too. 

“You can brighten up the patio 
with instant colour, but be inno¬ 
vative about what you plant and 
how you do it.” 

He suggests going to your 
local restaurant or take-away to 
see if they have any large metal 
containers which once held olives 
or other food. 

Drill a few holes in the bottom, 
put a layer of gravel at the base 
and fill the rest with well-drained 
compost and either put in a selec¬ 
tion of wonderful herbs like basil 
or marjoram, or even some salads 
like Lollo Rosso or Swiss chard, 
or even nasturtiums and 
marigolds, and you will have 
results fast. 

“Another thing I love is to get 
big oil drums from reclamation 
yards for next to nothing, clean 
them up and paint them in 
Caribbean colours. If you have a 
collection of them you can cut 
some of them down to size and 
they make the most fantastic con¬ 
tainers. 

“Large containers like these 
will take a good quantity of 


manure and topsoil. If they’re big 
enough, you can plant birch trees 
or clumps of bamboos to create 
borders and long-term planting, 
once you’ve top-dressed and had 
them irrigated. 

“Be innovative about your 
choice of container and then 
make sure you have a good solid 
medium for them to grow in.” 

If you want to invest in new 
garden furniture, there’s a wealth 
of choice too, adds Gavin. 

“Fifteen years ago if you want¬ 
ed garden furniture you got a pic¬ 
nic bench or a plastic chair that 
cost £2.99. There’s been a radical 
change in furniture, with durable 
woven plastics, colourful seating 
and the new thing we’re going to 
see are cabanas.” 

If you want to hide unsightly 
eyesores like water butts, you can 
just put a big pot in front of them, 
he says. 

“People often make the mis¬ 
take of corralling eyesores behind 
bits of trellis or fencing. If you do 
that, you make the garden look 
smaller and draw more attention 
to what you’re trying to hide. 

“Maybe have a light frame¬ 
work of planting such as the 
Russian vine (mile-a-minute 
plant) which, if kept under con¬ 


trol, will be fantastic. 

“If you’re trying to hide some¬ 
thing in the shade, go for a light 
framework of honeysuckle, 
which emits a fantastic scent, or 
some rambling roses. Simplicity 
is key in this to avert the eye 
away from the offensive article.” 

Spring planting could incorpo¬ 
rate double daisies (Beilis peren- 
nis), Bachelor buttons (corn¬ 
flower) or cheiranthus (wall¬ 
flower). 

“Use traditional bedding in a 
more radical way. And if you did¬ 
n’t plant bulbs, buy some which 
are about to come into flower, 
whether dwarf daffodils, 
hyacinths or tulips and surround 
them with bedding or with ivies 
in pots.” 

“Don’t try to be too tasteful. 
When I grew up in a very subur¬ 
ban street I grew up with blue and 
white. Mass-plant different 
shades of blue together, while 
clashing colours of bedding can 
be incredibly exuberant.” 

Permanent plantings on patios 
of milder gardens could include 
some pittosporum and hebes. 

“If you’re in a sheltered court¬ 
yard garden, I love a hint of the 
exotic with Dicksonia antarctica,” 
he adds. 


“If you have a border, a good 
one takes planning. Build up a 
collection of plants with structure 
in the back, climbing plants and 
something exciting like the wall 
shrub Fremontodendron 

‘California Glory’, a Japanese 
maple or an interesting birch and 
build at the front of that with 
medium-sized shrubs and 
colour.” 

Put a simple pot of herbs as 
your centrepiece which are tac¬ 
tile, or plants with aromatic 
leaves like a lemon-scented gera¬ 
nium, he advises. As you progress 
to summer, go for dwarf sunflow¬ 
ers - by then, we’ll hopefully 
have forgotten about the rain. 

Diarmuid Gavin is Karcher’s 
watering ambassador. Find out 
more at www.karcher.co .uk 
Best of the bunch - Bergenia 
Otherwise known as elephant’s 
ears because of the shape of their 
leathery leaves, these cabbage¬ 
shaped low-growing perennials 
produce pink, mauve, white or 
red flowers, but their leaves can 
also change colour depending on 
the variety you choose. 

Late winter interest can be cre¬ 
ated with B. ‘Sunningdale’ 
whose leaves have red, purple or 
bronze hues in the cold months. If 


you want a compact type, go for 
B. ‘Perfect’, or for good contrast 
in a shady spot, go for B. 
‘Bressingham White’, which pro¬ 
duces funnel-shaped, pure white 
flowers in mid to late spring that 
contrast with the leaves. 

The flowers will brighten 
shady areas of the garden, espe¬ 
cially when planted at a border’s 
edge. Bergenias should be grown 
in good-sized groups or as a car¬ 
pet underplanting big shrubs. 

Good enough to eat - 
Bergamot 

You may see this plant in bed¬ 
ding areas under the name monar- 
da, but its fragrant mint-like 
leaves provide an orange flavour 
which can be used in desserts. 

Buy plants in pots from a gar¬ 
den centre and plant them 60cm 
(2ft) across and they will grow 
around lm (3ft) high. 

Once this perennial is in 
flower, the flowerhead can be 
used to decorate desserts such as 
trifles. Cut back the plant to soil 
level in autumn and it should 
come up again next year. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22 
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“ When we need 

A # I f I I another kitchen you will 

Get a for your kitchen beour^ofcan! 

/ Customers Peter & Jan 

Richards 


Kitchen door replacement and makeover specialists - from a family run firm you can trust 


We have a HUGE RANGE of door STYLES AND COLOURS to choose from, which can be made to ANY SIZE to replace your current existing doors 


with minimum fuss. We can also replace SINKS, TAPS AND APPLIANCES. 



Door Magic is a family run business with over 15 years of experience in the 
kitchen industry. We can supply and fit made to measure kitchen and 
bedroom doors even adding extra units where required. We also have a 
vast range of sinks, taps and appliances along with lighting and accessories. 

No salesmen will call; we openly employ qualified, knowledgeable kitchen 
fitters who are passionate about their trade. Our trained fitters are second 
to none, who are fully insured and we even guarantee all their work for 6 
years as they are employed by Door Magic and not sub contractors. This 
gives you peace of mind when using us to transform your kitchen. We use 
fully qualified gas safe and NICEIC plumbers and electricians when we 
need to carry out the necessary work. We can even include all your tiling 
work to finish off your new look kitchen. 


E usa 

No salesmen will call 

We are a local company employing local people 
6 year guarantee on our doors 
We will beat any like for like written quotation 
We do out of hours appointments at our showroom in Bridgend 
or your home 
Over 15 years experience 



For a no obligation quote, visit us at our showroom or call us. 

Unit 8, Kodak House, Abergarw Trading Estate, Bridgend, CF32 9LW. 

01656 478498 or 02921 971271. 


See more examples of our work at: WWW.doOrmQgic.CO.uk 
Showroom open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 2pm. 

% ___ 


Door Magic 

Established 7 5 years 
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MAKING YOUR 

HOUSE 
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MAKJNCYOUR 

HOUSE 

AHOME 


Bounce into summer with these bright ideas! 




JON WINDOWS 

home improvement glazing solutions M 

Quality products * UDto U p<o 
Quality service 55 ^ ctt 50off 

without the price tag windows 

Jon Windows always fit the best! & Doo s & soffits 


UJJ 1 ID 
j i_l y'jH 


JON WINDOWS EO.OS 

home Improvement glazing solutions ~**mtmm*m**rm*<**»m* 

Coll now for a PM I survey or go online for on Imftant quo** *ww,pyywtnd(>w*r<o.ijk 

FREEPHONE: 0800 181 888 

SfcusKfrtUhtC2,TTVwicnlMl BLCirilVfoftl Barry CF63 2S£ Ointi Nors-fn 9em - Sprv Set-Son I Aan 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 21 

What to do this week 

• Clean and oil the blades of 
cutting tools and check electrical 
equipment before spring. 

• If you have cloches, partly 
cover the strawberry patch to 
bring forward the fruiting season. 

• Prick out or pot up pelargoni¬ 
um seedlings that have grown 
from seeds sown last month. 

• Sow seeds of tomatoes for 
growing in a cool greenhouse. 

• Prune half-hardy fuchsias 
being kept under cover when the 
pink 'eyes' appear. 

• Protect the blossom of early- 
flowering apricots, peaches and 
nectarines from frost damage by 
covering plants with fleece. 


• Prune out the old flowering 
heads from hydrangeas. 

• Cut back ornamental grasses 
and other perennials left for win¬ 
ter interest. 

• Divide and/or plant bulbs-in- 
the-green such as snowdrops 
(Galanthus) and winter aconites 
(Eranthis hyemalis). 

• Cut off old leaves of helle¬ 
bores that produce flowers from 
ground level (including 
Helleborus x hybridus and H. 
niger) to expose the flowers and 
remove possible foliar diseases 
such as hellebore leaf spot. 

• Spike lawns with a fork if the 
surface drainage is poor. 




Looking to 
advertise in 
over 42,000 
newspapers 
AND online? 
Then call us 
on 01446 
774484 


ASHDOWN 

FENCING A LANDSCAPING LTD 


Domestic • Agricultural • Industrial 

We are a long established, professional 
company, serving The Vale of Glamorgan 

For a free estimate & expert advice, contact 

H 01446 773949 or 07714 241749 
rich@ ashdown-group .co .uk 
www.ashdownfencing.co.uk ^ * 

Unit 10B, Yale Business Park, Llandow CF71 7PF 


Beauty doesn’t have to come at a price... 
...with our replacement kitchen doors 

and worktops 




A fermly run 
business with 
over 10 years 
of nprrtiu 


* Tonrm jrd con doom aptly See •rtu.t tor detain Offer erds 14 
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Bring a fresh eye when 
you start spring cleaning 

T he first day of spring is finally on you can paint a bright colour. 

the horizon, and it's the perfect “ Do y° u fanc y bri § ht y ellow banisters or per- 


T he first day of spring is finally on 
the horizon, and it's the perfect 
time to freshen up our homes. 
Gabrielle Fagan finds simple ways to give 
rooms an affordable facelift. 

We’re finally leaving winter behind, yet our 
homes can look as though they’re still suffering 
from its effects. Thankfully, a few changes, 
small but significant, can spruce things up. 

“First go outside, then walk back through 
your front door with fresh eyes to identify 
things that could be tidier or more cheerful,” 
advises Amanda Fox, creative director of home- 
ware and gift specialists, The Handpicked 
Collection. 

“Have fun by investing in a set of colourful 
pegs for hanging coats, or identify something 


pjfe-oven cleaning 

" Treat yourself to a 
Sparkling clean oven 



you can paint a bright colour. 

“Do you fancy bright yellow banisters or per¬ 
haps an emerald green door frame? If it’s a 
small job, you’ll probably only need a few tester 
pots, rather than a whole litre can of paint.” 

It’s all too easy to get used to cluttered sur¬ 
faces, especially in the kitchen, so she suggests 
making a clean sweep and storing away all but 
the essentials and allowing attractive items, like 
quirky mismatched crockery or sleek designer 
gadgets, to star. 

Take a similar approach in living areas, by 
collecting decorative items in one place, deciding 
which work well together, and then redistribut¬ 
ing them in different arrangements throughout 
the house. 

“Try to mix-match heights, sizes, textures and 
colours to make them visually appealing and 
they’ll look new and different,” says Fox. 

“Similarly, take down pictures and try each 
one in a different position. You’ll be surprised 
how fresh existing artworks can look with dif¬ 
ferent light on them and a change of surround¬ 
ing environment.” 

Finally, plump up sofa cushions, fling win¬ 
dows wide open for at least 30 minutes a day, 
and drape a colourful cloth over a table and 
make fruit a centrepiece. 

“A glass vase filled with zesty, colourful 
lemons and limes whose aroma will scent the 
room is a stylist’s favourite trick,” she says. 

“Most of these changes won’t cost a thing but 
they’ll have the effect of putting a spring in 
your step every time you go indoors!” 


>11 


Your New Garden Machinery Specialists! 


Benton Agricultural Services Ltd 

The Workshop, Llandow, Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan, CF71 7PY 

Tel: 01446 792 786 Email: sales@bentonagri.com 



Early Bird Spring Service 


Book Today for Prices From: 

£30 Strimmers, Hedgecutters & Chainsaws 
£36 Push Mowers 
£96 Ride-Ons 

+ FREE Collection!* 

*T and Cs Apply 

Visit www.bentonagri.com for details 


Kawasaki Power Products 

«. * , 5 Year Domestic Warranty 
3 Year Professional Warranty 


0M 


AL-K0 Easy-Mow Mowers 

r\ 5 Year Domestic Warranty 



From Hobby to Professional Groundcare [J/bentonagrii ^F@bentonagri 


LARGEST RETAILER OF GARAGE DOORS IN SOUTH UUALES 

OVER 40 DOORS ON DISPLAY & 1000’S IN STOCK 


M SELECTED door 


[RQ (b)Wb 


□ ID 


FOR YOUR FREE COLOUR BROCHURE & FREE NO OBLIGATION ON-SITE SURVEY 


FITTING S. REPAIR SERVICE 
✓ METAL, TIMBER, GRP S. UPVC 
MADE TO MEASURE 
/ ALL MAJOR 

MANUFACTURERS AVAILABLE 

REMO TE CONTROLS! 

FROM £m& VAT * 



SECTIONAL 




THE GARAGE 

DOOR CENTRE 


• INSTALL • REPAIR 


LARGEST SHOWROOM IN SOUTH WALES 

OFF WESTERN AVENUE CARDIFF (BEHIND HALFORDS) 

□PEN: Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5pm • Sat 10am - 1 pm 

www.garagedoors-direct.co.uk 

* offers based on 7ft x 6ft 6 door. Prices exclude fitting, vat and whilst stock last. Offer ends 31/04/2014 
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A RATED FREE GLASS 

Full Repair Service Available 

Fascias, Gutters & Downpipes 
Supplied & Fitted 

0% Finance Available Buy Now, 
Pay Next Year 

FREE Conservatory Design Service 
• FREE Quotations 

FREE ONLINE QUOTES AT 
www.mpnwindows.com 

Probably the best windows ,* Jmt 
and doors in Wales 


Yale Secured PVC 
Front Doors 

10 year guarantee 
beautiful designs 

f only 

H £550* 

— jy fully fitted! 


PVC Back 
Doors 

£499* 


♦Mention This Ad When Ordering 


E-mail: mpnwindowsOaol.com 
Showrooms at 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Locfcwlth Road, Cardiff C#11 8AP 




WINDOWS, DOORS 


10a Ewenny Road. Bridgend CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwrth Rond. Cardiff CF11 SAP 

Tel: Bridgend 01656 349515 
Cardiff 02920 508770 
Barry 01446 439212 


YEARS 


& CONSERVATORIES 


www.mpnwindows.com 


Our DOUBLE glazed A rated windows are 


MARCH MADNESS 


an w i .. it — ■■V 

DON’T MISSOUT 


Bridgend 01656 349515 • Cardiff 02920 508770 • Barry 01446 439212 


0% FINANCE • 0% FINANCE • 0% FINANCE • 0% FINANCE • 0% FINANCE • 0% FINANCE • 0% FINANCE • 0% FINANCE 
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A little planning goes a 
long way in the garden. 


THE guest speaker 
at Sully U3A’s 
February meeting 
was Sheena 

Crossley, who was 
born in Cornwall, 
but has lived and 
worked in Wales for 
the last 40 years. 

She trained at 
Waterperry Horticultural 
College in Oxfordshire 
and then came to work 
for Cardiff Parks 
Department. After leav¬ 
ing to start a family, she 


has written articles, 
appeared on TV and 
Radio Wales, lectured at 
adult centres, Pencoed 
College, as well as writ¬ 
ing children’s books. 

Sheena’s topic was 
‘Planning Ahead’. As 
she said, not much can be 
done in the garden at the 
moment but we could 
cheer ourselves up by 
thumbing through seed 
catalogues and planning 
what our gardens could 
look like when the 
weather improves. 



Our GEM Facebook winner for this 
week is: 

Claire Haines 

who correctly answered last week’s 
question in The GEM. The answer was: 

50 

Our lucky winning reader, chosen at 

random wins a £25 prize voucher to 
spend with any advertiser in last week’s 
GEM. 

The competition runs every week 
throughout 2014 with a potential prize 
fund of £1,150. 


REMEMBER TO LIKE US AND SHARE 
ON FACEBOOK: 


V. 


facebook.com/glamorgangem 


i? 


She showed lovely 
slides of herbaceous bor¬ 
ders, hanging baskets and 
containers which were 
inspiration for summer 
colour. 

She warned of the 
danger of planting shrubs 
and trees without consid¬ 
ering how big they were 
going to grow, and how 
they would fit in with the 
other plants around them, 
and of pruning shrubs at 
the wrong time so that no 
flowers are produced the 
following year. 

March is a good time 
to move things around, 
especially if they have 
been planted too close 
together. She encour¬ 
aged everyone to grow 
flowers from seed and to 
grown their own fruit and 
vegetables. 

There was no need to 
plant these in the garden, 
especially if space was 
limited, some would 
grow perfectly well in 
containers and hanging 
baskets, especially toma¬ 
toes. 

Sheena’s talk was 
amusing and gave mem¬ 
bers plenty of ideas for 
planning for the better 
weather. She was 
thanked by chairman, 
Gill Mathias, and stayed 
for tea to answer the 
many questions that 
members had. 

Sully U3A meets on 
the second Thursday of 
the month in The Old 
School, Sully, at 2pm. 
New members are wel¬ 
come to drop in and see 
what U3A can offer. 

SC 


News from the Vale Ramblers 



STARTING and 
ending point for the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Ramblers was the 
Prince Of Wales, 
which is on the edge 
of the Kenfig 
Nature Reserve. 

The field across the 
road had been set aside 
for parking, which is just 
as well, as a record 37 
people turned up for the 
walk. 

The weather, as prom¬ 
ised, was sunny and dry - 
and this was a special 
outing, as we had 
arranged to have lunch in 
the pub at the end of the 
walk, hopefully, finish¬ 
ing before the ‘big 
match’ was due to start at 
3pm in Twickenham. 

Setting off, we made 
our way into the nature 
reserve, noticing the 
landscape in the dis¬ 
tance - the industrial 
chimneys of Port Talbot, 
the busy M4, and the 
lovely hills. 

Approaching the ruin 
of Kenfig Castle, we 
heard about the history of 


the church that had been 
there, which, due to 
encroaching sand, was 
dismantled and rebuilt in 
nearby Pyle. It’s known 
locally as the ‘upside 
down church.’ 

As the old church was 
being dismantled, the 
new church was being 
built - so the smaller 
stones were used to sup¬ 
port larger stones placed 
on top. 

We walked down the 
track towards Sker Bay, 
watching hardy souls 
who were brave enough 
to be surfing in the sea; 
making our way along 
the coastal path towards 
Sker House, which itself 
has a mysterious past, 
before coming inland and 
walking across the golf 
course back to the Prince 
of Wales for lunch. 

Further information is 
available on our web¬ 
site - valeofglamorgan- 
ramblers.co.uk or follow 
us on Facebook or 
Twitter. 

GWENDA 

FITZPATRICK 


ABOVE: SPOTTING FOR HARDY SURFERS! 

Local Weekly 
Newspapers 

With You t 
All The Way * 




D localweeklies ^ @localweeklies 

www.localweeklynewspapers.co.uk 


Vale of Glamorgan Deposit Local Development Plan 2011 - 2026 
Cynllun Datblygu Lleol Adneuo Bro Morgannwg 2011 - 2026 


ALTERNATIVE SITE CONSULTATION 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council consulted on the Deposit LDP between the 8 th November and 
the 20 th December 2013. As part of that process, individuals and organisations have submitted 
sites which they consider should be allocated in the Plan, removed from the Plan or amended 
in some way. Collectively these sites are called Alternative Sites* and the Council is required 
to consult on them to ascertain people’s opinions. It should be noted that the Council is not 
promoting these sites for development/protection. Whether or not the deposit LDP is changed 
now is a matter for an independent Planning Inspector. 

The Council is therefore consulting on these Alternative Sites during the 
six week period between Thursday 20 th March and Thursday I st May 2014. 

All documents are available for inspection on the Council’s website at www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/ldp. 
Hard copies are also available for public inspection free of charge during normal opening hours at the 
following locations: 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, Civic Office, Holton Road, Barry, CF63 4RU I 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry Docks, Barry, CF63 4RT I 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, Alps Depot, Quarry Road.Wenvoe, CF5 6AA I 

All Vale of Glamorgan Libraries I 


YMGYNGHORIAD YNGHYLCH 
SAFLEOEDD DEWISOL 

Bu Cyngor Bro Morgannwg yn ymgynghori ynghylch y CDLI Adneuo rhwng 8Tachwedd ac 20 
Rhagfyr 2013. Fel rhan o’r broses, y mae unigolion a sefydliadau wedi cynnig safleoedd y dylid yn 
eu barn hwy, un ai eu dyrannu fel rhan o’r cynllun, eu dileu o’r Cynllun ynteu eu newid mewn rhyw 
ffordd neu’i gilydd. f Safleoedd Dewisol* yw’r enw cyffredinol ar y safleoedd hyn, ac y mae’n 
rhaid i’r cyngor ymgynghori yn eu cylch er mwyn cael gwybod barn y cyhoedd amdanynt. Sylwch 
nad safleoedd y mae’r cyngor yn eu cynnig er mwyn eu datblygu neu’u diogelu yw’r rhain. Mater i 
arolygydd cynllunio annibynnol bellach fydd penderfynu p’n ai a ddylid newid y CDLI ai peidio. 
Felly, bydd y cyngor yn ymgynghori ynghylch y Safleoedd Dewisol hyn yn ystod y 
chwe wythnos rhwng dydd lau 20 Mawrth a dydd lau I Mai. 

Cewch ddarllen yr holl ddogfennau ar wefan y cyngor drwy fynd i www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/ldp. 
Mae copi'au caled ar gael hefyd i’r cyhoedd eu darllen yn rhad ac am ddim yn y mannau canlynol yn 
ystod oriau agor arferol: 

Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, Swyddfeydd Dinesig, Heol Holton,Y Barri, CF63 4RU 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, Swyddfa’r Doc, Dociau’r Barri,Y Barri, CF63 4RT 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, Canolfan yr Alpau, Heol y Chwarel, Gwenfo, CF5 6AA 
Holl Lyfrgelloedd Bro Morgannwg 


In addition, public exhibitions are to be held as follows, with Officers available to discuss the Alternative Sites between 2pm & 6pm: 

Cynhelir arddangosfeydd cyhoeddus hefyd yn y mannau ac ar yr adegau canlynol, a bydd swyddogion wrth law i drafod y Safleoedd Dewisol rhwng 2pm a 6pm. 


March - April / Mercher - from /rhwng 2pm - 6pm 


Wednesday 26 th March / Dydd Mercher 26 Mawrth at 
Tuesday I st April / Dydd Mawrth I Ebrill at 

Wednesday 2 nd April / Dydd Mercher 2 Ebrill at 
Monday 7 th April / Dydd Llun 7 Ebrill at 

Tuesday 8 th April / Dydd Mawrth 8 Ebrill at 


COWBRIDGE - Town Hall (Lesser Hall) / Y BONT-FAEN - Neuadd y Dref (Y Neuadd Leiaf) 

STATHAN - Gathering Place / SAINTATHAN -Y ManYmgynnull 

PENARTH - Paget Rooms / PENARTH -Ystafelloedd Paget 

LLANTWIT MAJOR - Llantonian Hall / LLANILLTUD FAWR - Neuadd Llantonian 

BARRY Dock Offices / Y BARRI Swyddfeydd y Doc 


O.P° art \ 




Representations (including objections) in respect of the Deposit LDP can be made : - 
ONLINE - By completing the electronic form at www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/ldp 
BY EMAIL - In writing (preferably using the Representation Form) to ldp@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
BY POST - In writing (preferably using the Representation Form) and sending to: 

The LDP Team,Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry Docks, Barry, CF63 4RT 


Cewch wneud sylwadau ar y Cynllun Adneuo (a mynegi gwrthwynebiad iddo hefyd, os mynnwch): - 
AR-LEIN - drwy lenwi’r ffurflen electronig ar safle www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/ldp 

DRWY E-BOST - drwy ysgrifennu i gyfeiriad ldp@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk (gan ddefnyddio’r ffurflen 
sylwadau, os oes modd) 

DRWY’R POST - drwy ysgrifennu at D?m y Cynllun Datblygu Lleol, Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, Swyddfa’r 
Doc, Dociau’r Barri,Y Barri, CF63 4RT (gan ddefnyddio’r ffurflen sylwadau os oes modd). 

ALL REPRESENTATIONS ON ALTERNATIVE SITES SHOULD BE RECEIVED BYTHURSDAY I st MAY 2014. LATE REPRESENTATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED 


MAE’N RHAID I’R HOLL SYLWADAU AR SAFLEOEDD DEWISOL EIN CYRRAEDD ERBYN DDYDD IAU I MAI 2014. 
Nl CHAIFF UNRHYW SYLWADAU HWYR EU HYSTYRIED. 


For more information, please view the website at www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/ldp contact the LDP team on 01446 7001II or e-mail LDP@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
Am ragor o wybodaeth, ffoniwch dim y Cynllun Datblygu Lleol ar 01446 700111 neu anfonwch neges i LDP@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
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‘UK Government 
not to blame for 
council tax rise 9 


M Y GEM 
column 
last week 
predicted that the 
Vale Council would 
approve the 4.5 per 
cent council tax 
increase: I am 
sorry to say that 
they went ahead 
and we are to face 
one of the highest 
increases across the 
UK. 

To be accurate, since I 
wrote last week’s article, 
Swansea and Conwy 
Councils have gone a 
0.5 per cent further and 
Caerphilly’s tax will go 
up by 4.6 per cent. They 
will be the highest 
across the UK, but sadly, 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
also falls amongst that 
shameful group. 

Average increases in 
English councils are 0.6 
percent. In Wales, the 
average is 4.2 per cent, 
yet inflation is only 1.9 
per cent. 

During the debate in 
the council chamber, I 
am told that some coun¬ 
cillors blamed the UK 
Government. This is not 
the case, as is demon¬ 
strated by the near freeze 
of the tax in England. 
The Welsh 

Government received 
funding from 
Westminster to be able 
to freeze council taxes in 
Wales, in the same way 
as in England. They 
chose to spend the 


money on other priori¬ 
ties. 

Council taxes in 
England have broadly 
been frozen for the last 
three years - under the 
same UK financial 
squeeze. Before any 
English council can 
increase the tax by 2 per 
cent or more, they have 
to hold a vote amongst 
the local population. 

Unfortunately, the 
Welsh Government 
opted out of this law. If 
the Vale Council had the 
courage of its convic¬ 
tions, they would hold a 
ballot for approval. 

It could be held on the 
same day as the EU 
elections to save money 
and any adjustment to 
the bills could be made 
thereafter. 

In tight financial 
times, this increase is 
outrageous, unjust and 
excessive and will hit 
those in need the most. 

How can the same 
people talk about the 
cost of living and pro¬ 
pose a freeze on energy 
bills (irrespective of 
international energy 
prices) whilst at the 
same time increase a bill 
by more than two and a 
half times the rate of 
inflation? 

I have been inundated 
by calls and emails 
protesting. We need to 
let the Vale cabinet 
know how strongly we 
feel. 

Alun Cairns, 

MP for the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 


W HEN I 
went to 
watch the 
proceedings of the 
full council cabinet 
meeting on March 
5,1 was astounded 
at the fact that they 
voted for another 
huge increase in 
council tax of 4.5 
per cent per year. 

This at a time of hard¬ 
ship for most taxpayers 
in the Vale of Glamorgan 
and surrounding areas. 
More and more people 
are having to visit 
Foodbanks for their sur¬ 
vival. 

The council say that 
in addition to this unfair 
and unjust) increase in 
council tax, there will 
have to be copious levels 
of cuts to services and 
wage bills etc. 

The only cut these 
servants of the public 
should be considering is 
to the constant wasting 
of our money on projects 
such as building a tem¬ 
porary car park on top of 
an already existent tem¬ 
porary car park at Nells 
Point, Barry Island, cost¬ 
ing over £850,000 in 
total. 

Not forgetting the 
non-justifiable spending 
of £250,000 on the 
refurbishment of the 
council chambers. 

These two examples 
of wasting money is just 
the tip of the iceberg. 


mmWTMm We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS AND A CONTACT 

TELEPHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protect a writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, DON JOHN, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


‘Funding to blame 
for council tax rise’ 


‘Cut this waste of 
public money’ 


There are countless hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of 
pounds wasted each and 
every year mainly to 
protect their annual 
budgets; if they do not 
spend all of it this year 
they will not get it next 
year. 

They are increasing 
this tax way above the 
level of inflation at a 
time when councils 
across parts of England 
have actually frozen 
council tax for at least 
the last two years. 

One wonders how 
long it will be before 
there is a sharp increase 
in councillors’ annual 
allowances and an 
increase in the salary of 
top council officials. 

This absurd waste of 
taxpayers’ money needs 
to be halted once and for 
all. 

This tax rise has been 
condemned by Vale MP, 
Alun Cairns and The 
Plaid Cymru group. 
Looking at the full pic¬ 
ture of this year’s 
increase and last years, 
means that council tax 
has risen by way over 8 
per cent in just 12/13 
months - it is scandalous 
to say the least. 

Barrie V Evans, 
Coordinator Barry 
First Group/Barry 
Voice. 


1 REFER to the report by Alun Cairns 
MP in last week’s GEM, which states 
that the rise in council tax in the Vale 
of Glamorgan ‘could well be the highest 
in the UK’. 

This statement is totally untrue and Mr Cairns is 
well aware of that. The council tax rise in the Vale 
is below the average of many councils in Wales 
and the Band D figure of £1,029.42 is below many 
of our neighbouring authorities. 

For example, Bridgend County Council have set 
an increase of 4.95 per cent, which equates to a 
Band D figure of £1,191.90. Rhondda Cynon Taff 
have an increase of 4.5 per cent, which equates to a 

West Aberthaw 
residents’ traffic 
nightmare 

F ollowing 

the decision 
to allow 

INRG to build a 
solar park on 
farmland at West 
Aberthaw, resi¬ 
dents are now 
being subject to 
major disruption 
and damage caused 
by goods vehicles 
delivering to the 
site, despite assur¬ 
ances that there 
would be no dis¬ 
ruption. 

At 3.30am on 
Monday, March 3, a 
40ft articulated goods 
vehicle drove along the 
single track lane into 
West Aberthaw, 
destroying grass verges 
and banks, before 
knocking over an 80- 
year-old ash tree outside 
my home and damaging 
a listed stone wall, 
becoming inextricably 
stuck on a 90-degree 
bend. 

Police attended the 
incident and eventually 
a heavy recovery vehi¬ 
cle was brought in from 
Cardiff to assist in 
removing the vehicle. 

The road was eventual¬ 
ly opened at 3pm that 
afternoon. During the 
morning, another vehi¬ 
cle blocked the lane for 
over an hour near the 
site entrance to 
unload - effectively 
completely closing off 
the area, which resulted 
in our missing the 
refuse collection for this 
week. 

The following morn¬ 
ing, the Highways 
Department had to re¬ 
tarmac a strip of road¬ 
way that had been dam¬ 
aged. 

On Wednesday morn¬ 
ing at 7 am, I found 
another articulated vehi¬ 
cle stuck in the bend 
outside my home. 

Fortunately, the driver 
had stopped before 


causing damage and 
was able to reverse to 
the main road, but this 
took over an hour and 
again caused damage to 
the grass verges. 

The driver on 
Monday was Bulgarian 
and on Wednesday, it 
was a Romanian. The 
trailers are from 
Belgium, and there are 
to be 146 deliveries 
throughout the remain¬ 
der of this month. 

The drivers naturally 
are following their ‘sat- 
nav’ devices but the 
postcode takes them 
into West Aberthaw, 
rather than the work 
site. 

A traffic management 
plan was passed by the 
Vale planning depart¬ 
ment, but failed to 
include the obvious 
need for signs indicat¬ 
ing directions to the 
site. 

With numerous solar 
parks being planned in 
the Vale area, other resi¬ 
dents should be aware 
of the dubious nature of 
the companies working 
on these projects. The 
traffic plan for West 
Aberthaw was obvious¬ 
ly flawed, there have 
been no project man¬ 
agers on site to rectify 
matters, all the workers 
at the site this week 
have been foreign, so 
were unable to under¬ 
stand our complaints. 

Work is continuing 
outside the designated 
times and already some 
of the work differs from 
the plans on the plan¬ 
ning department web¬ 
site. Work commenced 
prior to planning condi¬ 
tions being complied 
with yet at a site visit 
on Wednesday a plan¬ 
ning ‘enforcement’ offi¬ 
cer wouldn’t take any 
action. 

Residents await the 
next few weeks with 
interest! 

Andrew Morris, 

West Aberthaw. 


Band D of £1,248.19. Throughout Wales, councils 
have been forced to make an increase to their coun¬ 
cil tax and make huge cuts to services. Swansea, 
Conwy and Ceredigion have increases at 5 per 
cent; there are others at 4.77 per cent. 

In the Vale of Glamorgan, our funding decreased 
by £8.5 million from the Welsh Government this 
year. In addition to this, the council will have to 
make over £7 million in savings this year in their 
services. It is only due to the good management of 
our finances in the Vale of Glamorgan, that the 
council does not find itself worse off than many 
other councils in Wales. 

Yes, the Vale does not get the funding that some 
authorities get across Wales, but that is down to the 
poor settlement decided by the Conservative Welsh 
Office Minister David Hunt in 1995, in conjunction 
with South Glamorgan County Council, when the 
county was split into Cardiff and the Vale of 
Glamorgan county borough. 

Cardiff was given 72 per cent and the Vale 28 
per cent in the breakdown of the budget. 

Since that time, the Vale has always been under¬ 
funded. Many authorities get extra deprivation 
area funding, but of course the Vale is not consid¬ 
ered to be an area of high deprivation and deemed 
to be an affluent area. 

Mr Cairns is simply playing politics, but he 
needs to look back to where all this started and 
stop blaming others. 

The Conservatives have been in power for 11 
and a half years in the Vale of Glamorgan since the 
funding criteria were devised by a Conservative 
Minister and his own party have never succeeded 
in changing it. 

I would suggest that Mr Cairns goes back to 
Westminster and asks his Government to fund 
Wales fairly. Since 2010, his Government has cut 
£1.7 billion out of funding to Wales - so how can 
one expect to have a 0 per cent council tax? 

The column in The GEM is nothing more than 
electioneering and yes, with a year before the gen¬ 
eral election, readers can expect more fantasy news 
from Mr Cairns. 

Coun Gwyn John 
(cabinet member 

Vale of Glamorgan County Borough Council). 


Veteran author’s 
tale of the V2 


AS we approach the 
70th commemoration 
of the Normandy D- 
Day landings, local 
author and Second 
World War veteran, 
Eileen Younghusband, 
will be giving an illus¬ 
trated talk on the hunt 
for Hitler’s V2 rockets 
during the last year of 
the war in Barry 
Library on March 10. 

The V2 rocket was one 
of Hitler’s ‘vengeance’ 
weapons, being a ballis¬ 
tic rocket against which 
there was no defence 
once it was fired. 

Based in northern 
France and Belgium, 
thousands were fired 
against London and 
south east England fol¬ 
lowing the D-Day land¬ 
ings in June 1944. 

Just like during the 
first Gulf War, when 
coalition troops sent 
teams beyond the front 
line looking for Iraqi 
Scud missiles, so too did 
a hunt take place for 
Hitler’s V2 rockets. 

A former WAAF 
Officer, Eileen was one 



Eileen Younghusband 

of a team who located the 
firing sites of the rockets 
using nothing more com¬ 
plicated than a slide rule. 
They only had a short 
time to do this, before the 
rocket launchers moved 
to a new site, just like 
Saddam’s Scud missiles 
many decades later. 

Once a site had been 
located RAF Mosquito 
bombers were called in 
to deal with the rocket 
launcher and its crew. 

Eileen will be giving 
her illustrated talk at the 
Barry Library from 
6.30pm to 7.30pm. 

ADE PITMAN 


Latest news from 
Barrivale Bridge 



THE Welsh Bridge 
Union’s president, 
Herbie Rowley, vis¬ 
ited Barrivale on 
March 4, and is pic¬ 
tured (above) with 
Huw and Celia 
Thomas, recent 
mixed pairs handi¬ 
cap winners. 

Latest results from 
Barrivale Bridge Club: 
March 4: First, Mick 
Green and Noelle Bond, 
64.58 per cent; second, 


Mark Roderick and Jane 
Brook, 62.08 per cent; 
third, Celia Thomas and 
Huw Thomas, 56.67 per 
cent. 

Mick and Noelle also 
won on handicap. 

New members are 
always welcome at 
Barrivale . For more 
information, telephone 
01446 418380 or 01446 
733425 or call at the 
Pioneer Hall, Beryl 
Road, Barry, on 
Tuesdays at 7pm. MB 


Church’s new 
coat of paint 

after 150 years! 



I N preparation 
for the grand 
opening of the 
Bonvilston history 
exhibition, the nave 
in St Mary’s 
Church, Bonvilston, 
has just had its sec¬ 
ond coat of paint in 
150 years! 

In one week the inside 
of the church has been 
transformed by a team of 
workers from a local 
contractor, Hayeson Ltd, 
using only materials 
specifically approved for 
use in ancient buildings. 

The church officers 
would like to thank 
James Hayes and his 
team for completing the 
job ahead of schedule 
and for leaving the 
church cleaner than they 
found it. 

The exhibition has 


been funded by £3,400 
from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund (HLF) 
together with a £9,000 
grant from the ‘Pride in 
Our Heritage’ fund, 
awarded by the Creative 
Rural Communities in 
Cowbridge. 

The display, compris¬ 
ing five wall panels, a 
free-standing floor unit 
and a vinyl floor cover¬ 
ing of the 1877 OS Map, 
provides a unique view 
into the Heritage of 
Bonvilston . 

The official opening 
of the exhibition will 
take place on Monday, 
March 24 for invited 
guests. The exhibition 
will be open to the pub¬ 
lic from March 31 
(10am to 4pm, Monday 
to Friday). 

James is seen pictured 
next to one of the graph¬ 
ic wall panels. 


HAYESON 

BUILDING SERVICES LTD 

• EXTENSIONS 

• KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 

• GENERAL BUILDING 

• PATIOS & DRIVEWAYS 

• PAINTING & DECORATING 

TEL: 01446 719609/07914 982721 
Email: jameshayeson@idoud.com 
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Close battle in 
camera club 
monthly 
competition 



‘Musical Bliss’ by David McFarlane 


YOU know the old 
cliche - it’s a race 
not a sprint. 
February’s results 
show just that. As we 
reach the end of 
round six of the 
Barry Camera 
Club’s monthly com¬ 
petitions out of eight 
rounds in the compe¬ 
tition year, the top 
three contenders are 
incredibly close in 
two of our three cat¬ 
egories, which means 
the final result will 
depend on what hap¬ 
pens in the next two 
competitions. 

In the monochrome 
print section, Mike 
Lewis is in a particularly 
strong position. He has 
112 points out of a pos¬ 
sible 120, seven points 
ahead of Brian Trego on 
105 and ten points ahead 
of Rob Owens on 102. 
It’s hard not to see him 
coming away with the 
trophy at the end of the 
year, barring a disaster. 

In the colour print 
section, Roy Carr leads 
at the moment with 111 
points. But Barbara 
Archdale Smith and 
Mike Lewis are snap¬ 


ping at his heals on 107 
and 106 respectively. 

It’s a similar story 
with digital images. 
Again, Roy Carr leads 
with 109, followed by 
‘Mr Consistent’, Mike 
Lewis on 104, a score 
he shares with Brian 
Trego. Relative new¬ 
comer, Tina Hay don, 
lies third with 103. 

It’s good to see both 
new members like 
Andrew Hallum and old 
members like Tom 
Alexander scoring well 
by consistently submit¬ 
ting entries. For Tom, 
this resulted in success 
as leader of the colour 
prints section in 
February, which was 
really good to see. 

Barry Camera Club 
meets every Friday 
evening from 7pm to 
9.30pm between 
September and May at 
St Francis Millennium 
Centre, Porth-y-Castell, 
Barry Garden Suburb, 
Barry, CF62 6NX. New 
members are always 
welcome to attend with 
no obligation to join. 
Alternatively, for more 
information visit 
www.harry earneraclub.c 
o.uk. 


PRAISE AND 
PANCAKES 


ALL Saints’ 

Church in Victoria 
Square, Penarth 
held two successful 
events on Shrove 
Tuesday to mark 
the eve of Lent. 

A well attended pan¬ 
cake lunch on the gallery 
raised over £300 towards 
the outstanding costs of 
the church renovation 
project. Later that day, a 
‘praise and pancake 
party’ was held, with the 
newly-formed worship 
team leading the congre¬ 
gation in a number of 
contemporary worship 
songs interspersed with 
readings and prayers. 

The church now con¬ 
tinues its series of Lent 
discussions focused on 
films: sessions take 
place on Wednesdays on 
the gallery, with both 
lunchtime (12 noon to 
1.45pm - bring packed 
lunch) and evening 


(7.15pm to 9pm) options 
available. 

Three more films will 
be discussed: Les 
Miser able s (March 19), 
Shadowlands (March 26) 
and Life of Pi (April 2). 
Each session begins with 
a synopsis of the film, 
followed by clips to 
prompt discussion on 
subjects relevant to the 
Christian faith, such as 
forgiveness, social jus¬ 
tice, joy and sorrow, 
truth and reality. 

Admission is free 
with tea and coffee 
available. DVDs can be 
ordered from the Penarth 
library or Snell’s 
newsagents if you wish 
to watch the films 
beforehand! All are wel¬ 
come to attend any of 
the sessions - visit all- 
saintspenarth.org.uk for 
more information. 

Mel Griffin, 
churchwarden 


Mother’s ©ay ©ii?ii?cj 

Sunday 30th March 

History behind tradition 
of Mothering Sunday... 


T hese days, 
we take 
Mothering 
Sunday a little for 
granted, and give 
little thought to the 
traditions behind 
the day. 

The information web 
site time and date.com 
offers a fascinating 
look at just how the 
day caught the imagi¬ 
nation of the public. 

Mothering Sunday, 
usually known as 
Mother's Day, is held 
on the fourth Sunday 


of Lent. It is exactly 
three weeks before 
Easter Sunday and 
usually falls in the sec¬ 
ond half of March or 
the beginning of April. 

Many people make a 
special effort to visit 
their mother. They take 
cards and gifts to her 
and may treat her to 
brunch, lunch or high 
tea in a cafe, restaurant 
or hotel. People who 
cannot visit their moth¬ 
er usually send gifts or 
cards. 

Some people do not 
give a physical gift, but 
choose to treat their 


mother or grandmoth¬ 
er to a special meal, 
beauty treatment or 
fun outing. 

Mothering Sunday 
was originally a time 
when people returned 
to the church in which 
they were baptized or 
where they attended 
services when they 
were children. 

In time, it became 
customary for young 
people who were work¬ 
ing as servants in large 
houses, to be given a 
holiday on Mothering 
Sunday. 

In turn, this moved 


towards the modern 
holiday, on which peo¬ 
ple still visit and take 
gifts to their mothers. 

Traditionally, people 
observed a fast during 
Lent. Lent is the period 
from Ash Wednesday 
until Good Friday. 


During the Lent fast, 
people did not eat 
sweet, rich foods or 
meat. 

However, the fast 
was lifted slightly on 
Mothering Sunday and 
many people prepared 
a Simnel cake to eat 


with their family on 
this day. 

One legend says that 
the cake was named 
after Lambert Simnel 
who worked in the 
kitchens of Henry VII 
of England sometime 
around the year 1500. 


Simple wap is best to 

show mum we love her! 


AS another Mother’s Day 
approaches and shop windows 
fill up with gifts and ‘I Love 
Mum’ cards, TV adverts plug 
the products they claim will 
‘make your mother the luckiest 
mum of the year’. 

I’ve now started to realise what 
Mother’s Day should actually be 
about... Every year it seems to 
become less of an occasion for us to 
show mum our love and appreciation, 
and more of a commercial pressure to 
purchase expensive gifts. 

As kids strive to impress their 


mums on this occasion, it seems that it 
is no longer about the thought and 
love they are showing, but about how 
much money they have to spend. 

While the majority of mums would 
much rather have a home-made card 
and breakfast in bed, online, TV and 
radio adverts try to give a different 
impression. 

Isn’t it about time we stopped think¬ 
ing about material things and actually 
started putting more thought into sim¬ 
ple, personal gifts, instead of being 
pressured into spending all our hard- 
earned pocket money? 

An appreciative daughter 
(aged 12) 


MOTHER’S DAY 

WITH SPIRO AT COTTRELL PARK 
SUNDAY 30™ MARCH 

Join us for our Mothers Day Super Sunday Lunch 
with catering from the award winning Spiros Fine Dining Caterers 

Spiro Borg and 
C P 1 PfK his team will be 
Or 4 VS here providing 
their carvery 

extravaganza with a tempting selection 
of Hors'd Oeuvres or Soup to start 
*1 followed by a choice of freshly cooked 
joints of meat accompanied with fresh 
vegetables and condiments followed by 
their tempting dessert table! 

£19.97 Per Person 
Children under 10 Years - £10.97 
Tables available from12 noon 

COTTRELL PARK To book your table contact the Events 



GOLF RESORT 

St Nicholas, Cardiff CF5 6SJ 
www.cottrellpark.com 


Team on Tel: 01666 781781 
or email events@cottrellpark.com 

Terms & Conditions Apply 


Welcome To 


www.shampan.org. net 

(t mpanJgF 



Award Winning 
Bangladeshi 8f 
Indian Cuisine 


4 Course Meal only 
£8.50 per person 

Available every week - 
Mon, Tue & Thurs 5.30-7.00pm. 
Offer includes FREE glass 
of house wine/soft drink, 
dine in only. 


NEW Sunday Banquet 

Choice, Starter, Mains plus 4 other 
items ONLY £8.50. 

Children (up to 10) £4.95 


Mother’s 

•Day® 

£9.95pp 


4 Course 
Meal 

Starter, 
Main, 
Side Dish, 
Rice 
& Naan. 


Wednesday 
all evening 

4 Course Meal £9.95 
5.30pm-11pm 


Our MEAL DEAL 
SPECIALS are too 
good to miss! 



We recommend you book in advance 
for dining in and outside catering 

70 Eastgate, Cowbridge • 01446 771681774590 

NOW OPEN: Monday - Saturday 12 noon-2.30pm; 
Sunday Banquet 12 noon - I I pm 

Open 7 days a week 5.30-12.00pm 
including Bank Holidays 
*** Food Hygene -Scores on the doors 



7<feFON 
INN 

Home Cooked 
Food 

Served Daily 

MOTHER’S DAY jg* 
2J SUNDAY W 
30th MARCH 12-4PM|E 
Traditional Home Cooked 
Sunday Roast 

Plus children’s menu & vegetarian 
options. Booking essential. 

Our new Spring Menu’s have arrived 
with extra grill options, new pasta dishes 
& more choice for children. 
LUNCHTIME 

MONDAY- SATURDAY 12-3PM 

Three Courses £9.95 
Two Courses £7.95 
One Course £5.95 
PLUS LIGHTER OPTIONS MENU 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
Two Courses £6 • One Course £450 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 6-9PM 

8oz Sirloin Sizzlers - only £13.90 for 2 

BREAKFASTS Saturday & Sunday 
10am - 12 midday. 

CURRY NIGHT Thursdays. 
QUIZ NIGHT Wednesdays. 

LIVE MUSIC every Friday & Saturday. 

SKY & BT SPORTS SHOWING 
PREMIER LEAGUE MATCHES 
Fonmon Road, Rhoose Ff ee 1 

Tel. 01446 711221 % iif 

w w w.fonty garyinn .co .uk 


WHAT'S NEW AT 
THE HART... 


I 


NEW Grab 'N' Go 

Our pub favourite 
basket meals are back! 


Mother's Day 
Sunday Luncn 

Book now - free glass of 
Prosecco for Mum 


1 


Showing Live Sport 

Live Music 

every weekend 



Large, enclosed, safe, 
family beer garden and 
children's bouncy castle 


fl Find us on Facebook and 
^ Twitter to see what's on! 

Old White Hart Inn 01446 796809 

Wine Street, Llantwit Major 07462 529632 
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PRIMARY SCHOOL PUPILS WENT 
RED FOR WALES ON SPECIAL DAY 



Saint celebration 


CHILDREN and staff of Gladstone 
Primary School in Barry celebrated St 
David’s Day on the first day back after half 
term. 

The usual uniform of black and blue was switched 
to red with most children dressing up in Welsh cos¬ 
tume - Welsh sports shirts or simply red! 

The school eisteddfod was held in the afternoon, 
hosted by Mrs Reilly and Miss Evans, where art, 
handwriting and poetry competition winners were 
announced. 

The celebrations also included Welsh folk dancing 
from year-4, a performance by the infants’ choir, clar¬ 
inet and flute performances and, of course, lots of 
Welsh singing! 

The Chairing of the Bard ceremony took place, 
assisted by druids from year-5 and dancers from year- 
2. This year’s year-6 Bard was Makenzie Watts with 
her emotive poem entitled ‘Proud to be Welsh’. 

The teachers were overwhelmed with the quality of 
the home task entries, which was to design and create 
a Welsh love spoon. 

Diolch to everybody who participated and llongy- 
farchiadau to all the competition winners! 

Proud to be Welsh 

I am the Welsh dragon and this is my Wales. 

As I soar protectively across the midnight sky I 
hear my anthem being sung, proud and strong, 

Whilst I sweep past the dancing daffodil with my 
gentle breath. 

My eyes begin to rear up when I see castles crum¬ 
bling from their tragic pasts. 

I take a deep breath and I smell gorgeous home 
baked Welsh cakes, steaming on the children’s plates. 

I can feel the strong power of Tom Jones’ fantastic 
vocals. 

As I drift past my ocean breeze I can taste the crys¬ 
tal clear seas roaring and waving at me. 

What’s that I hear? 

Cheering? 

As I glide over to investigate, I see Wales shooting 
once again! 

Hand on heart I love my country. 

I will protect and I will provide, 

I will care and I will serve, 

I will watch and I will keep. 

My Wales is a rosy rainbow glistening over the 
sparkling sky. 

Wales is my clam and I am the pearl, 

Wales is the ocean and I am the Great White, 

If you had my view I’m sure you ’d agree, 

That Wales is beautiful and I’m proud to be me. 

by Makenzie Watts 
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NEWS IN AND OUT OF THE CLASS AT 
YSGOL GYFUN BRO MORGANNWG... 


Spelling Bee 

RECENTLY, a 
French Spelling Bee 
was held for year-7. 
All pupils in the 
year had the chance 
to take part, with 
the following going 
through to the sec¬ 
ond round: Anni 
Davies, Joe Roberts, 
Kate Brown, Josiah 
Whiffen, Ben Lloyd, 
William Howkins, 
Cavan Sheppard, 
Joshua Batte, Twm 
Aled, Elly Greening, 
Huw Jones, Nel 
Lewis, Lowri Owen, 
Brooke Peterson 
and Ceri Vaughan- 
Jones. 

Following fierce com¬ 
petition, Huw Jones was 
announced the winner. 
He will now, along with 
Twm Aled, Nel Lewis 
and Lowri Owen, go on 
to the next round at 
Bryngwyn School. 
Bonne chance a tous. 

Celebration 

THE last week before 
half term was a celebra¬ 
tion of all things Welsh. 
On Monday, February 
17 a group of year-8 
pupils went on a visit to 
Carmarthen as part of 
the Trywydd pro¬ 
gramme, the visit was 
organised by year-12 
pupils. 

On February 21 the 
school was a sea of red, 
with everyone wearing 
their own clothes to wish 
Wales well in the rugby. 
Also, the year-10 men¬ 
tors held a Welsh food 
tasting session with 
Welsh cakes, leeks and 
Welsh cheeses on offer. 

Auschwitz 

THIS year, Dewi 
Wingar and Dafydd 
George, year-12, are 
representing the school 
in the Lessons from 
Auschwitz project. As 
part of the project they 
will attend seminars 
under the guidance of 
the Holocaust Trust and 
will visit Auschwitz. 
We look forward to 
hearing about their 
experiences in whole 
school assemblies soon. 

Challenge 

A GROUP of year-10 
pupils took part in the 
‘Coca Cola Challenge’ 
competition and had to 
create a healthy drink 
and a new brand, fin¬ 
ishing by completing a 
PP presentation. 

The group got through 
to the Wales final at the 
Millennium Stadium in 
Cardiff on February 13. 
More than 750, 000 
pupils throughout the 
country competed and 82 
reached the final where 
they created a video and 
presented to the judging 
panel. 

Those taking part were 
Sam Robinson, Kieran 
Griffiths, Jac Evans, Tom 
Hill and Ben Brown - 
they did extremely well. 

Radio 

Workshop 

ON February 14 pupils 
from year-10 took part 
in a radio workshop 



ABOVE: YGBM 
v Lecia Naval. 

with DJ Marc Griffiths 
of Stiwdiobox in prepa¬ 
ration for relaunching 
‘Copa’, the school’s 
radio station. 

Youth Speaks 
competition 

FOLLOWING their 
success in the previous 
round, junior and sen¬ 
ior public speaking 
teams took part in the 
Rotary Youth Speaks 
competition on 

February 19. 

They were up against 
fierce competition from 
293 Squadron 

(Cowbridge) ATC, 
Westbourne School 
Penarth and Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School. 

The teams were: 

Junior - all from year- 

9 - chair, Llinos Jones; 
speaker, Brennig Davies; 
proposer of Vote of 
Thanks, Tirion Davies. 

Senior - all from year- 

10 - chair, Nia Fenn; 
speaker, Lois Aled; pro¬ 
poser of Vote of Thanks, 
Nia Brown. 

It is a pleasure to 
announce that both teams 
from Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg were victori¬ 
ous. 

Art workshop 

RECENTLY, year-13 
took part in a printing 
workshop with Bill 
Chambers of Cardiff 
School of Art & Design. 
They had a presenta¬ 
tion on how to prepare 
a portfolio for attending 
interview for the Art 
Foundation course 
before going on to pro¬ 
duce pieces of work to 
enrich their course 
work. 

Civil War 

ON February 6, year-8 
visited Llancaiach 
Fawr, where they had 
the opportunity to 
experience what life 
was like during the 
Stuart period. We cre¬ 
ated bags of herbs to 
stop the plague from 
spreading, asked ques¬ 
tions of the servant and 
learnt about the role 
Llancaiach Fawr 
played during the Civil 
War. 

Rugby 

DURING the half term 
break, a rugby team 
from Lecia Naval 
school in Buenos Aires 
played a match against 
our 1st XV: YGBM won 
the match, beating the 
Argentinians by 31 
points to 14. 

Special thanks to Mr 
Dave Swain for taking 
time out of his holidays to 
referee the match. 



ABOVE: 

The French 
Spelling Bee team. 

LEFT: Lessons 
from Auschwitz 
project team. 



The Coca-Cola Challenge team. 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL - CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012 


Development that may affect a Conservation Area/ 

Datblygu a allai effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal :/Cynnig: 


Location :/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposal :/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposal :/Cynnig: 
Location :/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2014/00200/FUL 

Demolition of pole barns and light industrial buildings. 
Creation of a new dwelling and barn and reinstating 
ponds 

Lane End, Michaelston Le Pit 
Michaelston-le-Pit 


2014/00201 /FUL 

Replace wooden sliding sash windows with identical 
style UPVc sliding sash windows 
102, Stanwell Road, Penarth 

Penarth 


2014/00216/FUL 

Two storey rear extension 

7, Button Ride, St. Nicholas 

St. Nicholas 


Listed Building Consent/Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal :/Cynnig: 


Location :/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal :/Cynnig: 


2014/00184/LBC 

The installation of an internal platform lift to provide 
disabled access to the first floor of the castle, 
addressing the level differences at first floor level by 
introducing a raised section of flooring including 
raising the height of an existing door opening. 
Widening an existing door opening to the Lift Lobby 
and installing a new jib style door. The installation of a 
new ramp at ground floor level to provide disabled 
access through the building. 

The Library Lift, United World College of the Atlantic, 
St. Donats Castle 

Grade I 


2014/00225/LBC 

Proposal to convert the former Methodist Church and 
adjacent school hall into 10 residential houses, with 
associated gardens and parking. 

Porthkerry Road Methodist Church, Porthkerry Road, 
Barry 


Location :/Lleoliad: 

Listed Building:/ 

Adeilad Rhestredig Grade II 

Affecting setting of a Listed Building/ 

Cais (au) sy'n effeithio ar leoliad Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2014/00224/FUL 

Proposal :/Cynnig: Proposal to convert the former Methodist Church and 

adjacent school hall into 10 residential houses, with 
associated gardens and parking 


Location:/Lleoliad: Porthkerry Road Methodist Church, Porthkerry Road, 

Barry 

Listed Building:/ 

Adeilad Rhestredig Affecting Porthkerry Road Methodist Church, Grade II 

A pplication(s) of General Interest/ 

Ceisiadau o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal :/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal :/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 


2014/00178/FUL 

Erection of 2 storey Community Health Resource 
Centre, associated car parking and landscaping 
Former tennis courts to St. Cyres School Annexe, 
Murch Crescent, Dinas Powys 


2014/00193/FUL 

Development of 18 No affordable flats with 
associated parking and amenity areas 
Former Post Office Sorting Office, Llanmaes Road, 
Llantwit Major 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal :/Cynnig: 


2014/00224/FUL 

Proposal to convert the former Methodist Church and 
adjacent school hall into 10 residential houses, with 
associated gardens and parking 

Location:/Lleoliad: Porthkerry Road Methodist Church, Porthkerry Road, 

Barry 

Departure from Development Plan / 

Gwyro o'r Cynllun Datblygu 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal :/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal :/Cynnig: 


Location :/Lleoliad: 


2014/00167/FUL 

Demolition of existing buildings, construction of nine 
dwellings and associated works. 

Ardwyn, Pen Y Turnpike Road, Dinas Powys 


2014/00191/FUL 

The erection and operation of a single wind turbine 
(maximum height 99.5m to blade-tip), with 
associated infrastructure including turbine 
hardstanding, construction compound (temporary), 
new site access track, cabling and control building. 
Areas for potential micrositing have been included as 
follows: 50m for the turbine and control building; and 
5m either side of the access track. 

Garn Farm, St. Hilary 


Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, 

or via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Dated / Dyddiedig: : 13 March, 2014 
M. Goldsworthy 

Operational Manager Development & Building Control, 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 
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IRON HORSE SOCIETY’S SUNLIT RUN 
FOR CHARITY THRILLS YOUNGSTERS 


THE GLAMORGAN Iron Horse Society is 
famous for its tractor runs and the latest one 
was in aid of the West Country Farmers’ 
appeal. 

On a beautiful, sunlit Sunday more than 100 trac¬ 
tors took part, thrilling spectators, and, as you can 
see lots of youngsters who took the chance to sit 
behind the wheel of a tractor. 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

E -Mail: ffotoimage @tiscali.co. uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
www.ffotoimage.co.uk 

V_ _/ 





Simply answer the question posted 
on Facebook each week. 

You will find the answer in that week’s 
GEM which is available online and in print 
every Thursday. 

Inbox us your answer and contact details. 
Competition closes at 5pm every Monday. 

Every week a winner is chosen at 
random and will have £25 to spend with 
any advertiser in that week’s GEM! 


V 


Like us on facebook: 
facebook.com/glamorgangem 


ABOVE: 

This youngster was 
one of a number who 
were keen to get on 
board a tractor. And 
(above right) one 
young boy demon¬ 
strates how big 
some of them are. 


YOUR CHANCE 
TO WIN £25 

to spend with any GEM advertiser this week. 
Competition running every week during 2014. 
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Tae Kwon Do students shine 


EXCITING TIMES AHEAD FOR TEAM 



THE Cadoxton Schools of 
Tae Kwon Do took a small 
contingent of new and 
experienced competitors to 
Pontypool Leisure Centre 
to compete in the 
International Combat 
Organisation Battle of the 
Celts, hosted by Rob 
Taylor. 

The event started with tradi¬ 
tional forms where Cian Allen 
took first, Cody Jacobsen and 
Maddison Allen taking second 
places with Jessie Blackley and 
Joel Wells taking third places. 

Once the traditional forms was 
completed all the point and contin¬ 
uous sparring sections got under¬ 
way, Maddison Allen was compet¬ 
ing in the peewee girls point and 
continuous sparring; getting 
knocked out of the points, she 
came back to take third place in 
the continuous section. 

Competing in the boys and girls 


advanced under 140cm point and 
continuous sparring for the first 
time we had Jessica Blackley. 
Jessie just missing out on a podi¬ 
um place in the point sparring, but 
she fought her way into the finals 
of the continuous sparring coming 
away with a credible third place. 

Also competing for the first 
time in the advanced boys & girls 
under 140cm points and continu¬ 
ous sparring we had young Jake 
Quigley, Cian Allen and Joel 
Wells; all competed well, just los¬ 
ing out this time around. 

In the boys advanced under 
130cm we had Cody Jacobsen, 
Cody lost to the eventual winner 
of the boys continuous sparring 
but came away with a second 
place in the point sparring catego¬ 
ry. 

Competing for the first time 
this year after an injury Thomas 
Haysham took second in the point 
sparring section; his lack of fitness 
showed as he went out in the first 
round of the continuous sparring 


category. 

Undoubtedly the star of the day 
and competing in one of the 
largest and toughest categories 
was Bradley Halford; Bradley 
went on to take first place in the 
point sparring. 

In the continuous category 
Bradley had some extremely hard 
competitors and fought his way 
into the final. The final consisted 
of two two-minute rounds, with 
Bradley just shading the first 
round; he then went on to domi¬ 
nate the second round to come 
away a deserved winner. 

Pictured are: Bradley Halford, 
Thomas Haysham, Jake Quigley, 
Jessie Blackley, Maddison Allen, 
Joel Wells, Cian Allen and Cody 
Jacobsen. 

For further information call 
phone Barry (01446) 406372 or 
see 
www.cadoxtontaekwondo .wee- 
bly.com. 

RT 



Bombettes are 
flying the flag! 


BARRY ladies RFC, ‘The Bombettes’, 
formed in 2011 with just five players who 
had a shared passion for rugby. 

Since then, the team has grown through the hard 
work and dedication of the players, management, 
coaches and club to today having 30 registered play¬ 
ers and being crowned champions of the second 
division of the WRU women’s national leagues for 
the 2013-2014 season. 

With a brand new kit and colours, the 2014-15 
season will see new and exciting challenges for ‘The 
Bombettes’ as they compete in Division 1. 

“We proudly represent women’s rugby, a sport 
that is suited to all ages, abilities, every body type 
and every level of fitness,” a spokesperson com¬ 
mented. “Our team’s qualified coaching staff work 
hard to help us acquire all the necessary skills need¬ 
ed to play rugby, and as a team we have developed 
respect, teamwork, individuality, commitment, 
integrity, passion, and discipline. This year two of 
our players have represented the region by playing 
for the Cardiff Blues. 

“Rugby has benefited our players in many differ¬ 
ent ways. Some were looking for a sport to keep 
them fit; it has improved their cardiovascular fitness, 
endurance, agility, speed, ball handling and kicking 
skills, and has strengthened their upper and lower 
body. 

“Others were looking for the social interaction 


aspect of playing a team sport. Being part of a team 
has allowed them to build friendships and cama¬ 
raderie and to have a sense of belonging. 

“We continually hold team building events and 
social events to raise money for local charities and 
funds for kit and training equipment; 2013 saw the 
Niamh Needs to Walk Family Fun Day, Bonfire 
Night Firework Fiesta, and a new year’s eve Party. 

“If you think rugby could benefit you, we wel¬ 
come new players irrespective of your rugby experi¬ 
ence. Training takes place twice a week during the 
season at Barry RFC; for up to date information on 
location and times ‘like’ Barry Ladies RFC on 
Facebook or follow Barryladies_RFC on Twitter. 

“We are now looking to grow the team further by 
creating an under 18’s side,” they added. 

For any sponsorship enquiries, new player infor¬ 
mation or general queries, contact Barry Ladies 
RFC team manager Rachel Baron on 07889 742153. 

KJ 


TENNIS OPEN 

DINAS POWYS tennis club is hosting an 
open day on Saturday, March 15 from 9am- 
1.30pm for all ages and abilities. 

It follows World Tennis Day, set up by the 
International Tennis Federation. 







JENNER ROAD, BARRY 

Ground floor apartment, versatile 
living, three bedrooms, living room, 
fitted kitchen/breakfast, bathroom, 
upvc d/g throughout, no chain. 

£89,950 


C0LC0T ROAD, BARRY 

Rarely available, traditional bay fronted, 
dertached dwelling, two reception 
rooms, sun lounge, kitchen, lobby, wc 
cloak, longer than average garden, 
garage/ample parking. EPC-F. 

£250,000 


HEOL SIRHWI, BARRY 

Stunning showhome presented, linked 
detached, wc cloakroom, living, dining 
room, open plan kitchen/breakfast 
room, sitting room (converted garage), 
three bedrooms, driveway/parking. 
£ 200,000 


CLAUDE ROAD WEST, BARRY 

Bay fronted traditional, well presented, 
three bedrooms, original features, stripped 
parquet flooring, two reception rooms, 
sitting area opening to fitted kitchen. 
EPC-D. 

£209,950 


COURT ROAD, BARRY 

Spacious traditional, near shops, schools, 
through living room, 23ft fitted 
kitchen/breakfast, five bedrooms, 1 st floor 
bathroom, enclosed rear garden. 
EPC-E. 

£157,750 


ST BRIDES WAY, BARRY 

Two bedrooms, modern semi 
detached, living room, conservatory, 
level laid to lawn garden, longer than 
average driveway providing parking, 
side access. EPC-D. 

£99,950 


OAKFIELD ROAD, BARRY 

Bay fronted semi detached, oak block 
flooring, two separate reception rooms, 
three bedrooms, separate detached 
annexe (in place of garage), 
living/bedroom/kitchen & wetroom. EPC-D. 

£199,950 


WOODLANDS ROAD, BARRY 

End of terraced traditional, spacious 
living, living room, 26ft kitchen/breakfast, 
utility area, shower room, wc, five 
bedrooms, 1st floor bathroom. 
EPC-D. 

£159,950 


CHURCH ROAD, BARRY 

Mid traditional terraced, through living 
room, modern fitted kitchen, ground 
floor bathroom, three bedrooms, stairs 
rising - informal hobby area, upvc dg - 
gch via combi, no chain. EPC-E. 

£99,950 


BLACKBERRY DRIVE, BARRY 

Modern detached, four bedroom 
(master en suite), living/dining room, 
kitchen/breakfast, wc cloakroom, 
driveway/parking, integral garage, larger than 
average patio, enclosed garden. EPC-D. 

£206,950 


WINDSOR ROAD, BARRY 

Five bedrooms, living room, dining 
room, original features throughout, 
kitchen/breakfast room, utility 
room, wc cloakroom, West End 
location. ER-E 

£199,500 


GEORGES ROW, DINAS POWYS 

End of terraced, traditional, living 
room, ground floor bathroom, 15ft 
kitchen/breakfast, three bedrooms, 
approx 150ft rear garden, no chain. 
EPC-D. 

£154,950 


ADAR Y MOR, BARRY 

Semi detached, three storey, modern 
kitchen with walnut worktops, four 
bedrooms, two ensuite bathrooms & 
dressing room, low maintenance 
garden, garage/driveway. EPC-C. 

£209,950 


LIDMORE ROAD, BARRY 

In need of some modernisation, three bedrooms, 
semi detached, living room, dining room, kitchen, wc, longer than 
average driveway, garage, established garden, no chain. 

£179,950 


PHYLLIS STREET, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional, well maintained, 
living room opening to dining room, 
modern fitted kitchen, ground floor 
bathroom, three bedrooms, enclosed 
rear garden. EPC-D. 

£114,950 


CASTLE STREET, BARRY 

Superbly presented, mid terraced 
traditional, through living room, modern 
fitted kitchen, ground floor bathroom, 
three bedrooms, wc cloakroom to 
1st floor, no chain, lane access. 

£133,500 


PENCOEDTRE ROAD, BARRY 

Spacious living accomodation, three 
reception rooms, conservatory, wc 
cloakroom, four double bedrooms, master 
bathroom with jacuzzi, more than ample 
parking, enclosed rear garden. EPC-D. 

£249,950 


I Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AA 

Sales: 01446 736888 
Lettings: 01446 734668 sf 

www.nomesonview.co.uk ^ 
www.ninaestateagents.co.uk El. 


,a 


fishO 


Zoopla.co.uk 


nlna 


estate 


website: 

www.ninaestateagents.co.uk 

email: 

enquiries@ninaestateagents.co.uk 
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Tydfil Street, Barry 

3 Double Bedrooms 
Excellent Order Throughout 
2 Receptions & Enclosed Garden 


£127,500 Dee 



Porthkerry Road, Barry 

2/3 Bedrooms, 1/2 Receptions 
Partly Improved; Sea Views 
Accommodation Over 3 Levels 


£129,950 E 47 



Kingsland Crescent, Barry 

5 Bedrooms/2 Receptions 
Conservatory/Large Garden 
Parking/Excellent Order Throughout 


£184,950 E 53 




Coigne Terrace, Barry 

3 Double Bedrooms 
2 Receptions & Kitchen/Brkf 
Gas Ch, Upvc DG, No Chain 


£119,950 D59 



Solva Close, Barry 

3 Bedrooms 

Lounge & Kitchen/Dining Room 
Good Size Rear Garden 


£122,950 tbc 




£139,950 Deo 


Llanover Street, Barry 

3 Bedrooms 
Conservatory Extension 
Enclosed Family Rear Garden 



Clos Celyn, Barry 

2 Double Bedrooms, 1 En-Suite 
Conservatory Extension 
2 Car Parking & Walled Rear Garden 


£159,950 bs2 


Romilly Road, Barry 

5 Bedrooms & 3 Receptions 
Exceptional Size & Presentation 
Superb Open Views, End Terrace 


£269,950 D59 


Nant Talwg Way, Barry 

5 Bedrooms 

Improved With Side Extension 
Backing Woodland, Lovely Gardens 


£299,950 c7o 



Lakin Drive, Barry 

4 Double Bedrooms 
Outstanding Family Home 
Uninterrupted Rear Rural Views 


£324,950 D56 



£139,950 D60 



Norseman Close, Rhoose 

Semi Detached House 
3 Beds, 2 Reception 
Garage and Large Garden 


£165,000 D66 



Beaufort Way, Barry 

4 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 

Large Kitchen/Diner, No Chain! 


£187,000 c69 



Porthkerry Road, Rhoose 

3 Bed Semi 
3 Reception Rooms 
Off Road Parking & Garage 


£187,000 css 


Cabo Roig, Costa 
Blanca South 



2 bedroom, 2 bathroom 
apartment - top floor. 

5 min walk to countless 
bars, shops, banks etc. 

10 min drive to golf. 
Alicante 30 min. 
Murcia 20 mins. 

£103,000 

for a speedy sale. 

Buyer must be able to proceed. 

For further information, contact 

Paul on freephone 
0800 135 7503 
or email 

spain@chris-davies.co.uk 


West End, 
Suburb and 
the Knap 

Waiting 
proceedable 
buyers for all 
price ranges, 
especially 3 
bedroom semis. 

Call Andrew on 
07847 888750 
no obligation 
valuation. 



Llanmead Gardens, Rhoose 

3 Bedrooms, 3 Receptions 
Large Conservatory & Loft Rooms 
No Chain 


£189,950 c7i 



Murlande Way, Rhoose 

4 Bedrooms 

2 Reception plus Sun Room 
Top of the Range Kitchen 


£229,000 D68 



Adenfield Way, Rhoose 

3 Bedrooms 
2 Reception Rooms 
Extended & Immaculate Throughout 


£227,500 D62 



Mayflower Way, Rhoose 

4 Bedrooms 

2 Reception, Conservatory 
Garage & Parking 


£230,000 D63 


Rhoose 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


Lets! 

Rhodfa'r Gwagenni, Barry 
Furnished, One bed, 

Ground Floor Apartment 
C75 

£475 PCM 

Rhodfa'r Gwagenni, Barry 
Ground Floor, One Bed 
Fully Furnished 
C80 

£475 PCM 

Ash Lane, St Athan 

2 Bed Semi Detached, Recently 

Redecorated 

F38 

£495 PCM 

Flemingston Road, St Athan 

Three Bedrooms 

Kitchen Diner 

Lawn Garden 

E54 

£525 PCM 

Lime Grove, St Athan 
Three Bedroom, Conservatory 
Enclosed Rear Garden 
D64 

£550 PCM 

Cornwall Road, Barry, 

Two Bedrooms, Gardens 
D56 

£550 PCM 

The Wheate Close, Rhoose 
Two Bedrooms, Walk in shower 
Gardens 

£550 PCM 

Heol Ger-Y-Felin, Llantwit Major 
Two Double Bedrooms, Fitted Kitchen, 
Enclosed Garden 
D61 

£550 PCM 

Heol y Fro, Llantwit Major 

Two Bed Semi Detached, Driveway 

£595 PCM 

Beaufort Way, Rhoose 

Fully Furnished, Two bedrooms, 

Utility Area 
C66 

£600 PCM 

Castle Close, Boverton, Llantwit Major 
Three Bedrooms, Kitchen Diner 
Off Road Parking 
£625 PCM 

Shakespeare Drive, Llantwit Major 
Three Bedrooms, Private Rear Garden 
Gas Central Heating 
£650 PCM 

Queen Street, Barry 

West End Location, Three Bedrooms 

Shower 

E49 

£650 PCM 

Harbour Road, Barry 
Semi-Detached Victorian Property, 

Five Bedrooms, Original Features 
E46 

£950 PCM 


WANTED: 
PROPERTIES 
IN LLANTWIT MAJOR 


Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 

To arrange a viewing call: 
Rebecca on 01446 791965 
Anna on 01446 791967 


chris-davies.co.uk 
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Call Paul Williams 

01446 439 306 5550H 01656 349 281 


www.onevlsionltd .co.uk 
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\01448 439 125 or 07818 413 461 
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VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07974065096/01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
COVERING ALL AREAS 


Solar’s Snowball 

Blind 1 * Blind 2 • Blind 3 * Blind 4 


10°/c 


20 % 


30% 



I 

r*r 


SOLAR DAYTONA 

North Road, Bridgend Unit 3F, Palmerston Road, 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend Barry 

CF313TP Tel: 01446 740842 

Tel: 01656 663800 www.solarsunshades.co.uk 




TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 




Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

•MissingChannels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331 160 
or Barry 01446 743267 
s _ www.lst-digital.co.uk _ 




HD Computer 
Solutions 


' All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 aiytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 



* BLIND SALE! -*■ 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly GENUINE 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


SALE^ 


REASONS 

1 FREE Fitting 

2 FREE Quotation 

3 5 Year Guarantee 


BLINDS & 
CURTAINS 

3 Vertical 
r Blinds 

,£ 99*3 



GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 


I 


01446 741460 ■ I /SUAUXA 

07830 480569 | Made in Wales.Proud to be Welsh 0reofto C?™m 60 'w edto9es 


Freephone: Misuuze. 

0500 295192 




BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 



01446 420784 
07970 642537 ^ 

www.banyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 



TOOL& 

PLANT 

HIRE 

SALES & 
SERVICE 

BOTTLED 

GAS 


Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park 
Llandow CF717PF 
Tel. 01446 771999 
www.randt.co.uk 


DP. 

BUILDING 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

« 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 


Glamorgan 

ftoperty 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

“We do it all” 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance .co .uk 


INSURANCE CLAIM? 


Leaking Pipe? Fire Damage? Flood Damage? 
Impact Damage? Dispute with your insurer? 


Are your insurers insisting on using their builders? 

We will act on your behalf - we will deal with your insurer. 


CALL OUR TEAM NOW FOR A CHAT 

Tangible Building Solutions Ltd 
0800 328 4188 or 02921 678522 
or visit our website: tangiblebuilding.co.uk 


GRABit 


• Building Contractors 
•Waste Disposal 

• Grab Hire 

• Plant Hire 

• Council Approved 

Contractors ‘B* q|446 700535 
GROUNDWORK CONTRACTORS LTD 



© STANTON 

CONSTRUCTION 

All building work covered 

• Roofing/Repairs 
• Rendering 
• Driveways 
• Guttering 
01446 489368 


The GEM 

01446774484 


STEVE SEGUST 

FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Lree quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VfiLE CARPETS 


' comev fo you 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


Call 01446 774484 to advertise with 
The GEM, and reach 43,000 homes 
from Penarth to Porthcawl 



©at?|p©ITlQ[?27 Q©C(V/0©©!§ 


The «EM 01446 774484 


GRIFFITHS CARPENTRY 

All aspects of Carpentry work 


Professional, friendly, caring service 

• Kitchen Installations • Flooring • Doors 

• Fencing • Decking • Bespoke Wardrobes 

Contact Rhys on 01446 790384/07803 696451 

www. rgriffithscarpen try. com 


Canterbury 

Carpentry 


Carpentry 
and Building 
Contractors 


All enquiries welcome 

07960 005137 


\ 

I Jtifiil 

1 

* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 

* Treatment Plants * 
*Groundworker* 

and tarmac 

iy£WiI:{i 
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STADRE 

PAINTING 
& DECORATING 


• Interior/Exterior 
» Clean, Friendly 

• Professional 

• No job too small 


07791 752532 

grussell@live.co.uk 



imialei§timlleMwsieo*uk 


TRIE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

y City & Guilds 
Certified 

25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 

07873 326 892 
1 01446 402 708 



WINDOWS' i! 

Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, Porches, 
Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, Sealed Units, All 
Maintenance. 25yrs exp. 

* N Call Martyn on: 

, 01446 796795 

$|Of 07712 631772 

martyn.george73@hotmail.co.uk 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you hare ary of the fo /lowing problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE C0WBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


window roe UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

puc-V, Aluminium & Timber Windows 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels Bridgend ii 

& Stains * WJttL 

• Broken Handles/Hinges /tfaMUmct 

• Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 

• Replacement Door Panels PR °advk!e NAL 

• New Rubber Seals and insurance 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith QUOTATIONS 


port P hcaw®36 R 3°D a p' www.bridgendwindows.com 


Th« 

GEM 

01446 

774484 





Vale Dog 

OD Grooming 
Cowbridge, ,»• % 
# CF7I 7UL 
Full Professional 
Service 

Pick up & drop off 
•n available 
01446 760 236 
07854 30 10 20 


Elertreal 


FOR ALL YOUR 
ELECTRICAL 
REQUIREMENTS 
07866 505571 S _ 
01446 774713 “ 

www. kmelectricaluk. co. uk 


Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


INSTALLER LZZJ 

Davem 

ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


Lilford Electrical 

Design, installation and testing 
for homes and businesses 
_ Contact Rob: 

r WBSSBB 01446 796905 
fmrnrn - 07747 8585l4 

Approved Contractor rclilford@gmail.COm 

— ww><! . ' <i . < ^ c . ul< - J Fast • Polite • Professional 


■SJasblssil 


Dave Reflfell 

Electrical Services 

+— 
Domestic 
| 1 Installer 

1_1 Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 

ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 

APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


rco 

2333 

1 Washing Machines Electric 

L 2 Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


Electrical 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 

Testing, Inspection 
& Certi fication 






W&J Lewis 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers i 98 5 o- 

ffllMEEtWWEEM 


7 year 
warranty on 
Worcester 
Boilers 


|c? 1; ij3 


SERVICES 

All Garden/Tree Work 
Fencing & Paving 

07830 228877 
01446 406457 





Gas 
Services 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


Local Weekly 
Newspapers 

With You All The Way 


G localweeklies $ §ocalweeklie$ 

www.localweeklynewspaper3.co.uk 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


r Ltd 


The 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
■ Decking ■ Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 



CLiiZdajJ ► 

Bridge Vue Tree Services 

cnprmliQtQ in felling, pruning, 

OJJGbldllOlO HI CROWN REDUCTION, 

Large/Dangerous Trees 

9 9 TOTAL DISMANTLING 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - FREE QUOTES - 

COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Tel: 01446 713857 
SITE CLEARANCE or 07921 902729 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


Plan ahead 

for 2014 

The GEM 
reaches 43,000 
homes. 
Give us a call 
to help promote 
your business. 

01446 

774484 


NP GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING SERVICES 

Multi Award winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

* Driveways *Patios ^Decking ^Fencing *Walling 
*Turfing & artificial grass *Water features & ponds 
www.npgls.co.uk 

D info@gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 
01446 710736 / 07790166480 


Itortto/ttyr* 



» hit. UirdM Coab^p* CPfl f*t 

Twfc 01446 77S602 

L 4 


_ 




Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 
Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


J.N. and Son Gardening Services 


Decking • Hedge Cutting 

Fencing • Lawns Laid & Cut 

Treefelling • Jet Washing 

Loose Decorative Gravel 

Plus much more: 


01446 402765 or 0754011 7474 


www.ratedpeople.com/profile/Jn-and-son-gardeningl 


LUMBERJACKS 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


^ Tree Felling, Dismantling, 

Dead Wooding & Pruning ^ Hedge 
Trimming & Removing ^ Lawn Mowing 
& Brush Cutting ^ Dead Leaves Gathered 
& Removed ^ Site & Garden Clearance 


WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE QUOTE 


^ Fencing & Gravel Patches 
All Waste & By-products Removed 
for Free ^ All Jobs Considered 

Free Estimate, Fully Insured, 8am to 8pm, 7 Days a Week 


www.lumber-jacks.co.uk 
01446 728197 or 07500901065 


CJilCfjlIjJ-f-lilDrJ 


K&A Handyman i 


“Afamily run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task to big or small, just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


II 


See more plumbing 
on the next page 


S.M.Vaughan 

ATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
* 


HEATING 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG " 

• Static 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


jW Bathrooms 


Plumbing •Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job, 
too small 
01446 678671 
07526 125982 



G M Plumbing & Heating 

« 01446 735 681 or 07gl5 097 994 24hrs 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^^^J 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. *55 
Fast, Friendly Service. 301 61 6 
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All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive & Reliable I 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
♦ ^ & Tiling 


99 


01446 

794266 


} P EDWARDS 

PLUMBING A 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns dBM 
Taps & Washers • Radiators N 7 526644 


01446 790127 0771960SS26 

Mt»« «ll Ul'l t *UW»« 


'DCPiumbiny 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

liIQm V 

- 0*44# #1 If 71 
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DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Service • Tiling 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


RELIABLE 

Penarth & Vale 
PLASTERER 

No job too small 
Please ring Lee to 
arrange a quote 

Tel 07521 686760 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


JioU.fjJ.IU ©©0TC73@©S 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


DAVID RYAN 
ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, Repairs, 
New Roofs, Rubber 
Flat Roofs, Chimney, 
Valleys & Gutters. 

www.davidryanbuilder.co.uk 

01656 782968 
or 07885 932468 
07926 947631 


01446 404838 

Silvey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
FREE ESTIMATES 

www.si Ivey roof in .co.uk 

w Msss. 


Vale Satellite and Solar 
Maintenance Service 

Solar Panels Cleaned 


Bookings now being taken in advance 

Don’t lose up to £420 a year with dirty 
panels. Panels recommended to be 
cleaned twice a year for efficiency. 

Professional pure water fed streak free 
system used. 

Conservatories and gutters also cleaned. 

Please visit our site for more info: www.valesas.co.uk 
Tel or Text 07546318460 • Facebook: Vale Satellite & Solar 





{toe? 



FIREWOOD 


f Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) J 


SutiffiuiK) & Kiln OiwtJ 

Call 01446 771567 
for bulk winter deals 


Topala* lir# 4S, 
Uar«i:«r, Cn^ttidQm 

cm TIT 

WWW (Op4t.sk CO ofc 


Topstak 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The 
Glamorgan GEM’ at The 
GEM, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or telephone us 
with your wording by 12 
noon Tuesday. All major 
credit cards accepted. Tel 
01446 774484. Advert 

must contain a residential 
land line telephone 
number. You may alter 
your advert as items are 
sold. Sorry no refunds 
are given. 




LANEWISE 

DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £39 for 
total beginners 


or first 10 hours 
from £130 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 ) 


CatsMyas 


Driving School Ltd 

• 10 lessons from £150 
• Under 17s lessons from £23 
• Gift Vouchers available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool .co .uk 






Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 
www.bonnytiler.co.uk J 


imiSu 



fcStrajaSS 

MAN WITH 
AVAN 

Low hourly rate, 
no job too small, 
fully insured. 

01656 861120 
07789 075104 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


CLASSICAL 

GUITAR 

LESSONS 

In your own home 
Mark Gardiner 
BMus (Hons) 
RWCMD 
CRB Checked 
www.guitarlessons 
southwales.co.uk 

Tel: 07834 407911 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 




SBS SALVAGE LTD 


•A-.-r* a 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Immediate payment of up to £10,000 * Light demolition 
MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle. * Factory/Farm Clearance 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead, * All grades of metal taker 
Aluminium / Stainless steel, * Ferrous or non-ferrous 

Computer boards / Electric cable * Household appliances 
and catalytic converters * Gar batteries 


CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 
01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 54952 


3 .JAtOr WANTED 

MAD OR ALIVE 

TRADING Q flRS& y flNS 


Fast, friendly service 


Free Collection 


MoT failures 
Insurance write offs 
Accident damaged 
Up to £5000 paid 
Anything considered, give us a call 
Registered with Environment Agency & Council 
01446 500229 or 07531 782162 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


JVC NX-F3 
Hi-Fi System 

FM/AM tuner, CD/DVD, 
50w left/right speakers, 
150w subwoofer. 
Little used. 

£120 

01446 679171 „„ 


SLIMLINE 

STAIRLIFT 

VGC for standard 
straight stairs. Comes 
fitted and guaranteed by 
trained engineer. £750 

Tel 01446 711739 


Lightweight Strider 
STi Mobility Scooter 

Only used for 1 week. 

Suitable for 
car boot/holiday travel. 

£450 ono 

Revitive Circulation 
Booster 

Used twice. 

£100 ono 

07901 896001 10 


Beko White 
Larder Fridge 

8 Months old - still 
under guarantee £75 

Hotpoint Ultima 
Dishwasher 

Silver colour £75 
Excellent condition 

01446 701865 ,, 


Hotpoint Fridge 
Freezer 

Model FFL 181 OX, 
graphite silver, 18 
months old, as new - 
Reasonable offers. 

Homerite 80 Bar 
Pressure Washer 
Cost £85. 
Reasonable offers. 

01446 421687 11/c 



4 bar stools 

(leather seats & chrome) 

£60 

Oak sideboard £60 
Next oak dining 
table £30 

All very good condition 

07816 243138 
01446 773785 11/12 


Mobility Scooter 

by Kymco Midi ‘L for U’ 
model. Very little used, 
perfect condition. 
Inspect Cowbridge area. 
Delivery free 15 miles. 
Offers around. 

£300 

01446 772293 1t 


Renault Clio 

(51 plate) 

Red, 1.2, 3-dr, 2 family 
owners, MoT Oct 2014, 
Tax May 2014, 
some service history, 
private sale. 

£850 

02920 512042 10/1 


Advertise 
your car 
for sale 

£20 + vat 
for 2 weeks 


Barry's newest car 
dismantling facility 
registered with the 
environment agency, DVLA 
a Vale of Glamorgan Council 

Free of Charge: 
£10,000 • Light demolition 
d vehicle. * Factory/Farm Clearances 
3 ad, * All grades of metal taken 

* Ferrous or non-ferrous 

3 le * Household appliances 

* Car batteries 


Local 

Weekly 

Newspapers 

With You 
All The Way 



E localweeklies & @localweeklies 

www.localweeklynewspapers.co.uk 
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Boverton Post Office" 

& Village Shop 

Part Time 

Counter 

Assistant 

required for the 

Post Office 

Previous experience 
maybe advantageous. 
For further 

information, telephone 
Mrs Suzanne Watkins 

on 07855 334287 


Experienced 
Chef Wanted 

for busy pub. £7 per hour. 
Hours depending on experience. 
Flexibility required. For info call 

07846 583189/01446 796809 

email CVs to 

oldwhitehartinn@gmail.com 


Require 

Full and part-time Care 
Workers to provide care 
at home for people living 
in the Vale of Glamorgan. 
£7.00ph; £8.75ph at 
weekends. 

Full Training given. 

Own car essential. 

Please ring Kelly on 
02920 601796. 


Why not advertise your trade 
in the GEM pages & reach 
potential Vale customers. 

Call 01446 774484 
gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 


nsnsiii 


FOR SALE 

1.3 Acres of Pasture 
Land and Shelters 

Room for stables. 

Near Maendy, Cowbridge on 
the old Llanharry Lane 

Guide price £30,000-£35,000 

Contact Lynda on 07530 805305 


Rooms to rent 


Cowbridge 

Ample parking, facilities free. 
Bond & references. 
Professionals only. 

For further information, call 

01446 775935 
077515 48933 


Private Sale 

4 Bed Detached 
Family House 

Highlight Park 
BARRY 

Viewing recommended. 

07840 690319 
07513597174 


TO LET 

SINGLE 

LOCK-UP 

GARAGE 

Upper Broad Street, 
Barry in gated lane. 

Tel 01446 749727 



TO LET 


/2 Bed Flat 

available in Barry 

CH, DG, 

Bond Required. 
£130 pw 

07916 315977 
01446 620200 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446409266 
07885 251742 


W A. Brown Son 




• Pm-pMd Punarai Har* 
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Cadoxton Funeral Home 


=J 




W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


I®* BARNETT 

Douglas (Doug) 

Peacefully on February 26 after a short 
illness, Doug, aged 88 years of Llantwit 
Major, formerly of Maesteg (ex-Aberthaw 
Power Station). 

Beloved husband of the late Betty, dearly beloved 
father of Ian, loving uncle, great uncle and great 
grand uncle. Resting at WA Brown & Son, Pembroke 
House, Llantwit Major, until the service at St Illtud’s 
Church, Llantwit Major on Friday March 14 at 
10.45 am, afterwards to Coy church Crematorium. 
Family flowers only please, if wished donations may 
be sent for either Marie Curie Cancer Care or 
Macmillan Cancer Care c/o the funeral director 
(cheques only). 



DEERE 

Maureen 

The family wish to thank everyone who 
attended the funeral service, and sent messages of 
sympathy and support at this sad time. 

Special thanks go to Reverend Canon David Brunning 
and Reverend Huw Butler for the wonderful service. 
To the staff at Glanffrwyd Care Home, Pencoed, for 
looking after Maureen so well, and thanks also to 
Carole and Arthur at WA Brown & Son Funeral 
Directors, in Llantwit Major. 




r TINTO 

Rose 

Peacefully on the 1st March after a long illness Rose 
aged 79, passed away at Llandough Hospital. Rose was 
a beloved wife to William, a devoted and loving mother 
to Chris and Karen. She will be greatly missed by all 
who loved and knew her. 

Resting at Park Independent Funeral Directors, 

7 Tynewydd Road Barry, until her funeral service on Friday, 
14th March at All Saints Church at 3.30pm, followed by 
cremation at 4.30pm at Cardiff & Glamorgan Memorial 
Park, Port Road, Barry. 

No flowers by request. Donations may be made at the serv¬ 
ice in memory of Rose to The Alzheimer’s Association. 



LLOYD 

Kitty 

Dearly loved wife of the late Bill Lloyd, and much 
treasured Mother, Grandmother and Great-Grandmother. 
Sadly passed away on 4th March 2014 at Princess of 
Wales Hospital, Bridgend, surrounded by her children. 
To contact the family, phone 07722 300287 or email 
balocke@btintemet.com 




PUlriJc 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
LICENSING ACT 2003 

To whom it may concern: 

We, The Vale of 
Glamorgan Hotel Limited, 

do hereby give notice that 
we have applied to the 
Licensing Authority (Vale 
of Glamorgan Council) for 
the Grant of our Premises 
Licence at CF72 8XS, 
known as Hensol Castle. 

The application is to: - 
Grant for Alcohol Mon to 
Sat 09.00 hrs to 02.00hrs 
and Sunday 09.00 hrs to 
24.00 hrs. 

Any person wishing to 
make representations to 
this application may do so 
by writing to the Senior 
Licensing Officer, Civic 
Offices, Holton Road, 
Barry, CF63 4RU not 
later than 28 days from 
and including the date 
of this notice (as below). 
Representations received 
after this date will not be 
considered. 

A copy of the application 
can be viewed at the 
Licensing Authority’s 
address during normal 
office hours. 

It is an offence knowingly 
or recklessly to make 
a false statement in 
connection with this 
application, the maximum 
fine on summary 
conviction being £5,000. 


Goods 

Vehicle 

Operator’s 

Licence 

Site Serve Recycling 
Ltd of New Road, 
Pencoed CF35 5LD is 

applying for a licence 
to use New Road, 
Pencoed, Bridgend, 
CF35 5LD as an 

operating centre for 10 
goods vehicle and 2 
trailers. 

Owners or occupiers of 
land (including 
buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land 
would be affected, 
should make written 
representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF, stating their 
reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. 
Representors must at 
the same time send a 
copy of their 
representations to the 
applicant at the address 
given at the top of this 
notice. A Guide to 
Making Representations 
is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s 
office. 


Do you have something 
to celebrate? 

BIRTH, BIRTHDAY, 
ANNIVERSARY ETC 

Now only 
£10 plus vat 

for a 5cm x 6cm colour 
greeting including 
a photo. 

Please ring Sue at 

The GEM 

on 01446 774484 


Sarah 
Smith Photo 


on 1st January 




j, Love from 

Mum, Dad 
& family xxx 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


<P * P 


t 43 * * 


Harold Williams 

Q on 13th March 2014 , K J 

^ # # h ^ 

List Vybiiis from oil 

your Mends at The GEM' 


.★HappY*. 

Birthday! 

Curtis Fowler 

15th March 2014 


m 


Best Wishes from 
all your friends at 
The GEM 



Andre Rieu & The 
Johann Strauss 
Orchestra 

10th Anniversary Concert on the 
Vrijthof Square, Maastricht 
Flying direct from Cardiff 
Departs 11 & 18 July 2014 

Andre Rieu & The Johann Strauss 
Orchestra in his hometown Maastricht, 
flying from a local UK airport! 

Price includes 

• Return flights from Cardiff • Return 
airport - hotel transfers • Two nights’ 
at a four-star standard Eindhoven area 
hotel • Continental breakfasts • Andre 
Rieu ticket (upgrades available for a 
supplement) • Maastricht visit • Tour 
manager services 

(5) www.newmarket.travel/glg 17954 
(^) 0843 391 1166 quoting code GLG 

Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. ATOL 

protected 2325. Subject to availability. Single /||\ |^ABTA 

supplements apply. Calls cost 5p per minute. w 4 


‘In best interests 
of the Vale 

Councillor 
puts case 
for merger 


L ast 

Wednesday, 
at a full Vale 
council meeting, a 
‘Notice of motion’ 
was submitted by 
two Conservative 
Councillors as fol¬ 
lows: “ This council 
rejects the Williams’ 
Commission propos¬ 
al to merge with 
Cardiff City Council 
and considers that 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 
is a viable and suc¬ 
cessful authority and 
should continue in 
its present form”. 

The cross-party 
debate on the motion 
was supported by all 
councillors from all par¬ 
ties (except for me) 
united in the view that 
the council should main¬ 
tain its position without 
any merger. 

As the only council¬ 
lor supporting the merg¬ 
er, I would like to make 
some points. 

It is unsustainable to 
continue with 22 local 
authorities and it makes 
economic sense to 
reduce to around ten in 
accord with the 
Williams report. 

Currently, the Vale 
Council has its manag¬ 
ing director placed 10 
miles from a counterpart 
in Cardiff together with 
heads of services of 
highways, education, 
social services, all 
duplicated in close prox¬ 
imity to each other. 
Would anyone run a 


company like that? 

Scotland has almost 
twice the population of 
Wales with more than 
double the land mass. 

For each Scottish 
councillor, there are 
4,334 people. If the 
same ratio was applied 
to Wales there would be 
a reduction of 539 coun¬ 
cillors! 

There are more cuts 
forecast, and our com¬ 
munity is under finan¬ 
cial pressure. 

Therefore, it is para¬ 
mount that the council 
must share the burden of 
the taxpayer. 

Last year, there was 
an increase in council 
tax of 4.8 per cent (one 
of the highest in the 
UK) followed by an 
increase of 4.5 per cent 
this year. 

There is more to it by 
being a viable and suc¬ 
cessful authority, it’s 
about adjusting the diffi¬ 
cult financial con¬ 
straints, over-representa¬ 
tion and serving the 
community by sharing 
the pain. I would sup¬ 
port a reduction in coun¬ 
cillors’ allowances. 

I strongly believe that 
a merger with Cardiff 
would be in the best 
interests of all of the 
residents in the Vale. 

By reducing the num¬ 
ber of councillors in 
Wales, it should not be 
seen as a reason to 
increase the number of 
Assembly Members. 
Philip Clarke, 
(councillor for Rhoose). 


Charity game 
for Ty Hafan 


SUNDAY, March 
23, sees the much- 
anticipated clash of 
the titans, as the Ty 
Hafan Dads take on 
Dan Evans/Palms 
Bistro FC in a char¬ 
ity match at Jenner 
Park Stadium, 
Barry. 

Gates open at 2pm 
and admission is £1 for 
adults and free for chil¬ 
dren; there will be a jun¬ 
ior football exhibition 
match, crossbar chal¬ 
lenge and ice cream and 
burger vans. 

Everyone is invited to 
join us after the match at 
The Cwm Talwg Public 
House for food and 
drinks where the raffle 
draw will take place 
with great prizes and all 
proceeds going to Ty 
Hafan, the hospice for 
young lives. 

A spokesperson for 
the event said “ This 
should be a fabulous day 
for all involved and we 
really want the people of 


the town to turn up and 
show their support for 
such an important and 
amazing charity who this 
year are celebrating their 
15th anniversary.” 

“A big thank you 
should also be given to 
all of the businesses who 
have contributed some 
amazing raffle prizes 
with tickets for sale at 
the gate on the day and a 
special thank you to 
Steve Vedmore of 
Carbon 60 Global for 
donating a brand new kit 
ensuring Dan 
Evans/Palms Bistro FC 
can carry on participat¬ 
ing in football fundrais¬ 
ing events.” 

“The efforts and dedi¬ 
cation shown by the 
team who are celebrating 
their 25th anniversary in 
raising money and put¬ 
ting this event together 
must also be highly 
commended, so well 
done lads,” they added. 

JH 
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Cowbridge Comprehensive sports round-up 


THE year-9 netball 
team played in the 
Cardiff and Vale 
preliminary netball 
tournament. 

There were four pools, 
with the winners from 
each pool going through 
to the final in April. 

Cowbridge were 
drawn against Corpus 
Christi, Glantaf and Bro 
Morgannwg. 

Unfortunately 
Cowbridge’s goal attack 
and county player 
Annabel Hegarty was 
unavailable but Selina 
Radcliffe stepped up into 
her position from wing 
attack and played really 
well, with Emily Forrest 
as shooter. 

Hannah Sloan and 
Olivia Davies both did 
well in defence, with 
Hannah Sloan and centre 
Nia Davies making many 
interceptions throughout 
the games. 

Centre court players 
Sophie Oddy, Elen 
Masters and Robyn 
Edwards all played well, 
feeding the ball into the 
shooting circle and Cerys 
Barwell played a half 
game as shooter. 

Unfortunately 
Cowbridge lost against 
Bro Morgannwg 11-3 
and Corpus Christi 11-7 
but beat Glantaf 10-4. 
Corpus Christi won the 
pool going through to the 
finals day. 

On Wednesday, 

February 19, 

Cowbridge hosted the 
year-8 Vale netball 
tournament. 

Cowbridge won the 
first two matches very 


comfortably although 
they were both messy 
games with lots of con¬ 
tact and weak passes. 

Next, they beat 
Stan well 11-0 and 
Llantwit 4-0, with 
excellent shooting by 
Sophie Rees and Jordan 
Meek. 

The next game tested 
Cowbridge, with Bro 
Morgannwg matching 
goal for goal at 2-2. 
Meriel Clode (C) worked 
very hard intercepting 
many passes and the girls 
slowly pulled away and 
won 5-2. 

Cowbridge had to beat 
St Richard Gwyn to win 
the tournament and did 
so in style, winning 8-1. 
The team swapped posi¬ 
tions several times and 
many of the girls showed 
how adaptable they were. 

Well done to all the 
girls especially Meriel 
Clode, Sophie Rees and 
Jordan Meek. 

The year-8 netball team 
then played in their 
county netball tourna¬ 
ment preliminary 
round robin competi¬ 
tion at Talybont. 

In their pool were 
Llanishen, Howells, St. 
Teilo’s and Plasmawr. 
Cowbridge played excel¬ 
lently throughout the 
tournament and were 
deserved winners of the 
pool, taking them 
through to the finals day 
on April 4. Cowbridge 
beat Llanishen 9-1, 
Howells 3-1, Plasmawr 
7-3 and St. Teilo’s 6-0. 

Team: goal shooter 
Olivia Mitchell, goal 
attack Sophie Rees, cen¬ 
tre court players Meriel 


Clode, Emily Jenkins, 
Jordan Meek, Mali 
Howell, goal defence 
Elin Swallow, goal keep¬ 
er Paige Fox and Megan 
Hodgson. 

A great team perform¬ 
ance, well done. 
SPORTS HALL 
ATHLETICS 
SUCCESS FOR 
COWBRIDGE 
Cowbridge under-15 
and under-13 sports 
hall athletics team took 
part in the County 
Sports Hall 

Competition. 

In the under-15 girls, 
they had to compete in 
either the two lap or four 
lap races, standing long 
jump or vertical jump 
and either the shot putt or 
speed bounce. 

Great Britain sailor 
Jemma Viney competed 
exceptionally to finish in 
second place overall and 
high jump competitor 
Niamh Galton finished 
third overall, despite 
there being no high jump 
in the competition. 

Eleanor Lewis came 
ninth, Mia Sexton 13th, 
Cerys Bradshaw 14th, 
Bethan Swallow 19th, 
Bridget Walters 25th, Nia 
Davies 28th, Katie 
Johnson 31st, Ffion 
Vickers 33rd, Sian 
Pritchard 41st and 
Sophie Oddy 41st, Pippa 
Jolles 45 th, Annabel 
Hegarty 53rd, Jasmine 
Emery 60th and Alice 
Teague 62nd; there were 
75 people competing. 

Cowbridge placed 
well in individual events. 
Cerys Bradsahw came 
first in the four lap and 
Sian Pritchard third. 


UNDER-STRENGTH 
DINAS DEFEATED 


DINAS POWYS FC travelled 
to the Cyncoed Campus to face 
Cardiff Me University with six 
regular players unavailable, so 
this was always going to be a 
difficult game but they dug in 
and put in a really gutsy per¬ 
formance keeping a clean sheet 
up to halftime. 

An early Dinas attack down the 
right wing ended when Carlos Indjai 
collided with Met's goalkeeper Chris 
Willis who needed some treatment but 
was okay to continue. 

The home side forced two early cor¬ 
ners which the Dinas defence dealt 
with and at the other end Paul Penikett 
put Ben Ah-Mun through on goal but 
he was adjudged to have fouled Willis 
and the chance was gone. 

Met began spraying passes around 
on the 3G surface and although they 
created many openings, the Dinas rear¬ 
guard of Ryan Garland, Nicky Bruce, 
Dave Penikett and James Bloxham 
were in determined mood and snuffed 
out most of the chances with stand-in 
keeper Mark Hussey dealing with any 
shots that did get through. 

The visitors began getting to grips 
with the playing surface and a fine 
passing movement involving Garland, 
Paul Dawes, Ah-Mun and Paul 
Penikett forced Dinas's first corner on 
the 20 minute mark, Nicky Bruce fir¬ 
ing the ball hard across the six yard 
box without anyone able to get a touch 
and the ball ran out for a goal kick. 

A determined run down the left 
flank from Met's Tim Nixon ended 
with a shot that was off target. 
Although under pressure for long peri¬ 
ods the determination of the Dinas 
squad was pleasing to watch and they 
deserved to keep the game goalless as 


the half-time whistle went. 

The second period didn't start well 
for the visitors when they conceded a 
penalty in the first five minutes which 
was despatched by Chaplin to give the 
Cardiff side an early lead. 

As the half wore on the fitness 
began to tell, Bloxham clearing a dan¬ 
gerous looking cross from the left 
wing. With 25 minutes remaining 
Dinas made their first substitution, 
Barry King replacing Ah-Mun. 

Dinas rallied for a while and 
chances came when first Dimitri Fallas 
beat the right back to get a good cross 
in which Willis gathered as the Dinas 
front men closed in and Carlos Indjai 
got a shot away which was just off tar¬ 
get. 

However, the pressure from the very 
fit Met's side eventually told and, from 
a comer from the left, Lyall Hickman 
was well placed at the far post to slot 
the ball home for 2-0 with 17 minutes 
remaining. 

Dinas forced another comer from a 
free kick which King was inches away 
from connecting with. They then made 
another substitution, John Dakin 
replacing Paul Penikett. 

With just five minutes left a shot 
came in from a Met striker which hit 
the inside of the right upright and went 
in to make it 3-0, which slightly flat¬ 
tered the Cardiff side and as the final 
whistle blew Dinas player/manager 
Dave Penikett was proud of the work 
rate and commitment shown by his 
side. 

Squad: 1 Mark Hussey, 2 Ryan 
Garland, 3 Nicky Bruce, 4 Dave 
Penikett, 5 James Bloxham, 6 Luke 
Swaffield, 7 Paul Dawes (c), 8 Carlos 
Indjai, 9 Paul Penikett, 10 Dimitri 
Fallas, 11 Ben Ah-Mun, 12 Barry 
King, 15 Steve Miller, 16 Ronan Scott, 
17 John Dakin. 



Niamh Galton came first 
in the standing long jump 
and Jemma Viney third. 
Jemma also came joint 
second in the speed 
bounce with Bridget 
Walters. 

In the under-13 com¬ 
petition, Cowbridge had 
many winners. Jordan 
Meek won the standing 
triple jump, Tirion Evans 
won the vertical jump, 
Jessica Wadey won both 
the four and six lap, 
Ffion McNamee won the 
speed bounce and Megan 
Hodgson won the stand¬ 
ing long jump. 

There were second 
places for Tirion Evans 
in the standing long 
jump, Mali Howell in the 
speed bounce and Emily 
Jenkins third. Jordan 
Meek came second in the 
two lap, Meriel Clode 
third in the four lap and 
six lap and Jordan Meek 
came second and Megan 
Hodgson third in the high 
jump; a great competi¬ 
tion for the Cowbridge 
athletes. 

YEAR 8 HOCKEY 

TEAM QUALIFY 
FOR COUNTY 
FINALS 

The year-8 hockey team 
played against Cardiff 
High School and 
Cathedral School in the 
first round of the coun¬ 
ty hockey tournament. 

We played Cardiff 
High first in a tightly 
fought match. Cardiff 
High caught us off guard 
in the first few minutes 
and scored which was the 
wake-up call the 
Cowbridge girls needed. 

From then on we dom¬ 
inated and had a number 
of shots of target. Solid 
midfield from Meriel 
Clode and Mali Howell 
ensured quality delivery 
into the ‘D’ and Emily 
Jenkins scored the well- 
deserved goal for 
Cowbridge. The 

Cathedral School then 
went on to beat Cardiff 
High 1-0 so we needed to 
beat Cathedral in order to 
qualify for the next 
round. 

Cowbridge started 
with a bang and a goal 
from Ffion McNamee in 
the opening minutes. 
They scored another two 
goals - one from Mali 
Howell and another from 
Ffion McNamee to 
secure the win. 

As a result, the tourna¬ 
ment ended first 
Cowbridge, second 
Cathedral School, and 
third Cardiff High 
School. 

Cowbridge now go 
forward to the county 
finals which will take 
place on March 25; well 
done girls. 



HOCKEY CLUB’S FIRST 
XI TAKE THE SPOILS 
AGAINST UNIVERSITY 


PENARTH Hockey Club 
1st XI’s recent winning run 
continued into a third week 
with successive victories 
over student opposition 
cementing their fourth 
position in the De Cymru & 
The Marches 1 division of 
the Davis Wood Hockey 
League. 

After a good result against 
Cardiff Medics the previous week¬ 
end, Penarth welcomed Cardiff 
University ‘A’ to Barry Sports 
Centre knowing that a win would 
take them closer to third placed 
Lansdown. 

As has become the case in 
recent weeks, the Vale side started 
well, passing the ball confidently 
and causing the students trouble 
right from the first whistle. After a 
period of pressure, the home side 
won the first penalty comer of the 
afternoon and, despite a good save 
from the University ‘keeper, saw 
the ball fall to top scorer Chris 
Baker, who calmly volleyed the 
ball into the back of the net. 

The Bears were now well on 
top of the game, and it was no sur¬ 
prise when they doubled their 
advantage. Again, it was Baker 
doing the damage, adding to his 
burgeoning season’s tally as he 
drag-flicked the ball into the top 
corner, well beyond the reach of 
the despairing keeper. 

Going into the break 2-0 up, 
Penarth appeared very much in 
control of proceedings, but were 
surprised on the restart as the stu¬ 
dents emerged to play some of 
their best hockey of the day. 
Whether the home side were 
caught napping or simply out¬ 
played was a matter of conjecture, 
but they suddenly found the game 
turned on its head as the visitors 
produced two quick goals to level 


the score at 2-2. 

With time mnning out, Penarth 
could have panicked, but instead 
made a final push to reclaim the 
advantage and take victory. After 
some stout defending denied the 
students a third goal, the home 
team finally managed to break 
away from their own end and 
eventually worked the play 
towards their talisman. Sensing a 
personal milestone as well as team 
success, Baker completed the 
move by calmly slotting the ball 
past the hapless University ‘keep¬ 
er to complete his hat-trick and 
secure the victory for Penarth. 

SWANSEA CITY ‘ C’ 1 
PENARTH HC ‘A’ 1 
The 2nd XI, determined to 
bounce back from consecutive 
defeats against Abergavenny 
and Cardiff Medics in games 
that could have gone either way, 
travelled west to Swansea look¬ 
ing for a repeat of the 5-1 home 
success from the earlier fixture 
between the teams. 

Despite encountering a 
Swansea City team featuring a 
number of different faces from the 
first game, the visitors started 
well, piling on the pressure as a 
new-look formation - with the 
wing halves pushing further for¬ 
ward - provided strength in num¬ 
bers. 

Swansea appeared unable to 
cope with the task at hand, but 
Penarth allowed their hosts to 
remain in the game by failing to 
take the chances that the pressure 
provided. Although Dave Watkins 
gave the Vale side a deserved lead 
early in the half, the gap between 
the sides should have been greater 
going into the interval, with Tom 
Davies and Richard Clarkson hav¬ 
ing worked tirelessly to keep the 
ball at the Swansea end. 

The lack of goals told as the 


teams turned around after half¬ 
time, with Swansea making 
changes that put an extra man in 
their midfield and eventually led 
to a succession of penalty comers 
that produced the equaliser. 

Penarth, perhaps over-anxious 
after not turning around with a 
bigger advantage, wavered from 
their previously successful pass¬ 
ing game and, in pressing forward 
to try and reclaim the lead, lost 
shape. This left the visitors 
exposed down the flanks, and it 
was no surprise that Swansea 
claimed the upper hand for much 
of the half. Some committed 
defending from Richard Bromily, 
Zbig Sobierserski and Craig 
Llewellyn managed to repel the 
home side, however, but the 1-1 
result left the visitors with a deep 
sense of frustration, particularly as 
results elsewhere saw them drop 
to seventh overall in the De 
Cymru 2 standings. 

While the 2nd XI have a week¬ 
end off to recover, the Firsts travel 
to Cyncoed for another student 
encounter, taking on the combined 
Cardiff & Met side currently occu¬ 
pying second place in their divi¬ 
sion. 

Penarth Hockey Club always 
welcomes new, old and returning 
players, umpires, supporters, 
friends and helpers regardless of 
age and ability. Training takes 
place on the artificial turf at Barry 
Sport Centre every Wednesday, 
with the juniors in action between 
6-7pm and seniors between 7- 
8pm. 

Further information can be 
obtained from: club secretary 
Dave Stevens via: 

d_stevens81 @ hotmail.co.uk. 

CL 
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The Bale show gives hope for Welsh football 


I T always starts with 
optimism. Whenever 
Wales begin a qualify¬ 
ing campaign, the feeling 
is that this is going to be 
our time, the weight of 
the 1958 World Cup 
finally lifted; however, 
reality has far too often 
struck before we’ve even 
got started, looking for¬ 
lornly at what might have 
been before the renewed 
excitement of the next 
opportunity to make his¬ 
tory. 

With the Euro 2016 qualify¬ 
ing campaign six months away, 
it may be a little early to start 
banging the drum, but after a 


comprehensive 3-1 win over an 
Iceland team who were 180 
minutes away from a place in 
this year’s World Cup, there is a 
sense that maybe, just maybe, 
this could be our time. 

The win was inspired in no 
small manner by (who else?) 
Gareth Bale, who set-up the 
first two goals for James Collins 
and Sam Vokes, before capping 
off a man of the match perform¬ 
ance with a fine solo goal, start¬ 
ing from just inside his own 
half. 

The weight of expectation 
has been on Bale nationally for 
several years, but this pressure 
has been magnified at club level 
since his big-money move to 
Real Madrid; and yet the player 
glided through the game with no 
little style, all cut and thrust in 


attack and a pleasing willing¬ 
ness to track back and put the 
work in when the opposition 
were on the ball. 

While Bale was the fulcrum 
of a victory which stretched 
Wales’ unbeaten run to four 
since the home humbling by 
Serbia, it was the other perform¬ 
ances that most impressed and 
gave most cause for optimism. 

Ashley Williams was imperi¬ 
ous at the back (even receiving 
a standing ovation from a crowd 
largely comprised of Cardiff 
City fans), Joe Allen showed 
glimpses of his best form, while 
Sam Vokes, for so long on the 
periphery, showed a willingness 
to put the work in on his own 
up front despite being better 
suited in a strike partnership, 
and is showing a taste for goals 


as well. 

When the magical Bale went 
off on 72 minutes (to a further 
standing ovation), his replace¬ 
ment, Crystal Palace’s Jonathan 
Williams, relished the space on 
the pitch, showing some classy 
touches and always looking for 
the ball, while debutant Emyr 
Huws may have looked a little 
overawed, but was more than 
competent at the base of the 
midfield. 

With Joe Ledley and Aaron 
Ramsey set to return, the play¬ 
ing pool for the national team 
not only looks strong, but has 
shown a cutting edge and bite 
that is required if dreams of 
reaching a major finals are 
realised. 

Not that it will be easy - 
despite the increase in the num¬ 


ber of qualifiers, the teams in 
the group will provide a stem 
test for Chris Coleman's men, 
but the recent performances 
have backed up the manager's 
assertion that qualification is a 
very real possibility. 

It’s been a pleasing turn¬ 
around for Coleman. For many 
fans, he was not the first choice 
for the job, but having con¬ 
spired to lead Wales to five 
straight defeats in his first five 
games in charge, a double over 
the Scots was tempered by 
encouraging defeats against 
Croatia before the 3-0 home 
loss to Serbia. 

But there is a real feeling that 
the players are buying into his 
way of thinking; the recent per¬ 
formances (in particular the one 
shown by a young team shorn 


of many of the bigger names 
away in Belgium) bringing 
warmth to a Welsh heart chilled 
by previous teams’ failings. 

It goes without saying there 
are a large number of ‘ifs’ - if 
the players are fit, if Bale is a 
constant presence, if we get the 
mb of the green that has so 
often evaded us in the past - but 
even the most cynical of Welsh 
fans would admit there is evi¬ 
dence that the team are in fight¬ 
ing shape ready for the qualify¬ 
ing campaign. 

Come kick-off on September 
9 in Andorra, and in the ensuing 
12 months, we’ll see if our opti¬ 
mism has finally been rewarded. 

GARETH JAMIESON 


Impressive win 
for Barry seconds 


BARRY 2nd XV 
welcomed the visit 
of Llanishen in con¬ 
fident mood on a 
pleasant early 
spring Saturday 
afternoon. 

Coach Rhidian Scott 
and manager Ken Chow 
were forced into a late 
change, bringing in 
Ryan Corrigan for Mike 
Hamonda, who failed a 
late fitness test. 

Barrian winger Mike 
Jones was also drafted 
onto the bench after the 
3rd XV match was can¬ 
celled at the last minute 
due to the opposition 
failing to have sufficient 
players. 

With the dismption it 
was no surprise that 
Barry began sluggishly. 
Despite the potent-look¬ 
ing back-line, there was 
a lack of cohesion in the 
hosts’ play, especially in 
defence, and Llanishen 
took full advantage of 
some poor tackling to 
open the scoring with an 
unconverted try. 

This proved the last 
lapse in concentration by 
Barry, however, as they 
would up the tempo and 
commitment immediate¬ 
ly after the restart and 
wrestle back control of 
the game. 

A series of forward 
drives, led by 
Goodfellow, Rolfe and 


Llanishen were useful 
with ball in hand but 
were struggling to cope 
with the powerful run¬ 
ning of the central axis 
of White and Williams, 
augmented by the guile 
and trickery of the three- 
quarters. 

A superb move off the 
line-out, involving 
Mepham, Flynn and 
White, gave Lee the 
chance to dive over in 
the comer for an uncon¬ 
verted try. 

The visitors brought 
on an array of substitutes 
in an attempt to stop the 
Barry juggernaut, but to 
no avail. 

Llanishen possession 
in the home half was 
turned over, and the 
Barry back-line did the 
rest, charging into the 
visitors’ 22 to earn a 
penalty in front of the 
posts. Lee added three 
more points for the 
green-and-whites. 

Lee kicked another 
penalty 10 minutes later, 
this time from a difficult 
angle, to put the hosts 13 
points clear, and from 
then on the game was 
won. Llanishen did put 
pressure on the Barry 
line in the dying embers 
of the game, but through 


a combination of superb 
tackling and lack of cre¬ 
ativity, the home side 
saw the game out. 

The scoreline would 
have been more emphat¬ 
ic if it were not for 
numerous players 
knocking-on with the try 
line at their mercy, and 
also for a comical 
moment when replace¬ 
ment scrum half Joel 
Williams decided to 
ignore a six-man over¬ 
lap, opting for a chip 
ahead, only to fall flat on 
his back. The game fin¬ 
ished 18-5 to Barry. 

Overall, the manage¬ 
ment were pleased with 
the commitment, atti¬ 
tude, effort and skill 
shown by all 19 players. 
Barry will hope to carry 
this positive momentum 
forward for the rest of 
the season. 

Team: Lee; Adams, 
White, D Williams, 
Corrigan; Flynn, 
Mepham; Hosking, 
Vidal, Lundy; L Jones, 
Case; Goodfellow, 
Miles, Rolfe (c). 
Replacements: Thomas, 
Elsworth, J Williams, M 
Jones. Man-of-the- 
match: White. 

KC 


Curre and 
Llangibby 
steeplechases 


Vidal, saw Hosking div¬ 
ing for the line, only for 
the try to be disallowed 
by the official. Many 
spectators, including the 
coach Scott, were not in 
full agreement with the 
decision. 

Undeterred, Barry ral¬ 
lied and were given their 
just rewards, when more 
forward power set up 
Sion Vidal to crash over 
for his second try of the 
season. Adam Lee 
added the extras. 

Barry would not let 
their momentum slip and 
went for the jugular. 


A TOTAL of 
128 entries 
have been 

received for the sec¬ 
ond of the Curre 
and Llangibby 
point-to-point stee¬ 
plechases at 
Howick near 


Chepstow on 
Sunday (first race 
12.30pm). 

Some of the horses 
which ran at the previ¬ 
ous meeting a fortnight 
ago are down to run 
again and these include 
Beth Roberts’ Chesnut 
Annie, who will be out 
to record her 11th win 
over the course when 
she lines up for the AG A 
Ladies’ Open race. 

David Llewellyn’s 
Rosies Peacock has 
Cock Of The Rock and 
Bobs Law to beat in the 
Bonham Men’s Open 
race. An exciting after¬ 
noon’s racing is on the 
cards. 


Brynhill results 

COMPETITION No.17, March 9: 

1st Gregory Mills & Andrew Anstee 44 points, 
2nd Simon Pringle & Colin Lewis 43 points, 3rd 
Rhys Jones & Dave Griffiths 43 points (Back 9 = 22, 
Back six =18). 

There were 37 pairs taking part, and Julian Green 
& Gary Purge were disqualified as they failed to sign 
in the competition entry book. 

CS 


ON AND OFF THE TURF 
with Brian Lee 


Ladies celebrate St David’s Day 



ON March 3, the sun came out 
for the Brynhill ladies who 
played 12 holes of golf to cele¬ 
brate St David’s Day. 

Jo Kirkpatrick won the match and 
Linda Gershenson came second. The 
celebrations continued during the 
evening with the ladies enjoying a 
Welsh themed dinner. 

Thanks to the club chef for delicious 


Cawl, Welsh cheeses and Welsh cakes. 
Entertainment followed with Glynis 
Gould providing an excellent quiz. 

Glynis went on to win the poem | 
competition based on “Life at 
Brynhill”. The evening finished off 
with a rousing sing song - Delilah 
being the most popular! 

Sue Bounds won the Turkey Trot 
competition on Tuesday, February 25. 


Bosons need helping 
hand from Camelots 


THIS week, the club played 
another two matches in the 
East Glamorgan Chess 
League. 

The Bosons were at home to the 
Cardiff Pawns, a match that influences 
both the top and bottom of the first 
division. 

The Quarks also had a tough match 
at home to the Penarth Pirates, where 
all five of the Penarth players outrated 
their Barry opponents. 

In the Quark’s match, Chris Green 
was the first to finish to give Penarth 
the early lead. John Stephenson was 
the next when, in a drawn position, he 
decided to try and push for a win. This 
was an error, as he soon joined Chris in 
defeat with Penarth taking a 2-0 lead. 

The balance was redressed slightly 
when Peter Watkins turned in a good 
performance to defeat Mike Servini 
and reduce the Penarth lead to 2-1. 

In the Bosons’ match, the Barry side 
were much the higher-rated team, with 
only Lee Davis on board one being 
outrated, although Daniel Garcia, his 
opponent, has an estimated rating only. 

Father and son Lee and Ashley 
Davis, together with Steve Cunliffe, all 
won within a few minutes of each 
other to give Barry an unassailable 
lead. Finally, Craig Woolcock 
clinched the 5-0 victory. 

The Bosons are back at the top of 
the first division with 49 points and 
only three matches to play. The Cardiff 
Castles are in second place, 3.5 points 
behind but with a game in hand against 
the other Barry side, the Camelots. 

Can the Camelots return the favour 


by taking points off the Castles this 
week? 

The Camelots’ position now seems 
much stronger as they are six points 
ahead of the Cardiff Pawns, who 
remain in the last relegation spot with 
only four games and 20 points to play 
for. 

The Camelots still have to play the 
Pawns and St John’s College who are 
both immediately below them in the 
table, so the destiny of the Camelots is 
firmly in their own hands. 

Attention turned to the two remain¬ 
ing Quarks games where Sam White 
and Kevin Gandy were doing well 
against much higher-graded oppo¬ 
nents. 

Sam eventually lost in a game that 
could have gone either way, then 
Kevin kept calm in time pressure to 
checkmate Ben Thomas to give the 
Penarth side, who still harbour hopes 
of promotion to the first division, a 
close 3-2 victory. 

The Quarks remain in bottom place, 
six points from safety but with a game 
in hand. It will take a gargantuan effort 
for the Quarks to avoid relegation, but 
all is still to play for. 

The Barry Chess Club meets at 
7.30pm each Monday at the West End 
Club, St Nicholas Road, Barry, CF62 
6QY. The club is open to players of all 
standards; whether you are interested 
in playing competitive chess or just the 
occasional friendly games. 

For more details, visit our website 
at http ://barrychessclub .yolasite .com. 

Phil Jones 


Jo Kirkpatrick was the St David’s Day winner! 

Bees beaten 
in a bruiser! 

BARRY BEES RFC 
under-lls enter¬ 
tained Rhymney on 
a glorious Sunday 
morning at the 
Reservoir fields. 

The visitors were 
powerful and committed 
from the outset, and 
dominated the early 
stages, as Barry strug¬ 
gled to respond to their 
physicality. This domi¬ 
nation, particularly at the 
breakdown, saw the visi¬ 
tors surge into a 20-0 
lead within the first 10 
minutes. 

The shellshocked 
Bees gradually began to 
get into the game, and 
the forwards at last 
began to secure some 
ball; after a sharp back 
move from the scrum, 

Robson Mallom went 
over in the corner. 

This galvanised Barry 
and after another slick 
back move Cian 
Anderson scored to put 
the Bees back in con¬ 
tention. 

Rhymney finished 
the half with two more 
scores, to increase their 
lead to 30-10 at the 
break. 


Barry started the sec¬ 
ond half with a more 
positive attitude, and the 
quality of rugby and 
aggression from both 
sides was outstanding. 
Rhys Lloyd personified 
the Barry commitment, 
as both sides strove for 
supremacy at the break¬ 
down. 

Jake Frost smashed 
his way over the line 
from a scrum to put 
Barry back in the game. 
Rhymney scored again 
after a well worked 
move but Barry finished 
with another storming 
try from Jake. 

The final score was 
35-20; however, the 
Bees can be proud of the 
pride and commitment 
they showed in the sec¬ 
ond half. 

Squad: Isaac 
McBride, Rhys Lloyd, 
Jake Frost, Charlie 
Bale, Joe Davies, 

Robson Mallom, Cian 
Anderson, Jacob 
Pereira, Cole Saunders, 
Joe Nationstead, 
Cameron Foster, Dylan 
Morris, Kye Scurlock. 

JM 
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After a successful Spanish tour, the 
Llantwit Major boys are back in town! 


THE Llantwit 
Major RFC under- 
16s recently 

returned from a 
four-day tour to the 
Catalan region of 
Spain. 

Their training camp 
was at Lloret de Mar 
where the boys trained 
daily on the beaches. The 
coarse grained sand was 
more like gravel and 
sapped the energy quick¬ 
ly - but this proved no 
problem to the well- 
trained squad of 22 boys, 
who train three times a 
week back home. 

Flying out to 
Barcelona, then a coach 
journey, the boys were 
able to acclimatise them¬ 
selves and after dinner in 
the hotel, and relaxing in 
the pool, the boys settled 
down to an early night, to 
awake fresh in the morn¬ 
ing ready for the day 
ahead. 

The team played two 
matches, both in the 
evening and quite a dis¬ 
tance from the camp. 

On Wednesday, Team 
Cougat were the first 
opponents, just north of 
Barcelona. The game 
was played on a 3G pitch 
(artificial) which gave 
extra pace to the game, 
but as a few players 
found to their cost, fric¬ 
tion burns were one of 
the drawbacks. 

Despite a massive 
effort, the final score was 
in favour of the home 
team. After team photos, 
Team Cougat hosted a 
splendid reception in 
their large trophy room, 
with locally-made food 
provided by relatives of 
the players and a club tie 
was presented by our 
team captain, Joe Bunt to 
their captain. 

Llantwit team manag¬ 
er, Simon Miskin, 
thanked Cougat for their 
hospitality and for a 


splendid game. He then 
presented to their club a 
LMRFC club shield and 
a playing shirt. The 
plaque was immediately 
given pride of place 
amongst the trophies. 

Head coach Richard 
Godwin then explained 
the significance of the 
daffodil and leeks worn 
on St David’s Day, and 
each member of the 
Llantwit team presented 
a daffodil lapel badge to 
their opposite number. 

We were told that St 
David was also the 
patron Saint of the 
Catalan region and also 
celebrated on March 1! 

After a very lively 
reception swapping sto¬ 
ries, the Llantwit team 
headed back to their 
training camp, reflecting 
on their match and men¬ 
tally preparing for the 
next challenge. 

After a team meeting 
on Thursday morning, 
senior coach Tim Jones 
joined the tour and was 
met with a guard of hon¬ 
our after flying out in the 
early hours of the morn¬ 
ing. 

A light training ses¬ 
sion was followed by the 
second match in 
Barcelona. Travelling to 
the university sports 
complex, the team were 
surprised that the pitch 
was grass (well, clay 
with patches of grass). 
The floodlights flickered 
on and off, and the lines 
were hardly visible. 

Composing them¬ 
selves, the team again 
stepped up to the chal¬ 
lenge against Team Ceu. 

The boys were fired 
up and challenged from 
the start, with a penalty 
kick finding its mark 
struck by No 10 Iestyn 
Jones, who showed no 
signs of his recent ankle 
injury. The home side 
were next on the score- 
board with an unconvert¬ 


ed try following some 
strong running by their 
backs. 

The game then 
descended into a lottery, 
due not only to the lan¬ 
guage barrier with the 
local referee, but also 
some very strange deci¬ 
sions which often left the 
Llantwit players some¬ 
what bemused by the ref¬ 
eree’s interpretation of 
the scrum, ruck and tack¬ 
le area. 

Team Ceu held their 
slender 5-3 advantage 
until midway through the 
second half. Llantwit 
began to dominate pos¬ 
session, but were often 
stopped in their tracks by 
some resolute home 
defence. 

However, the strong 
running of the pack was 
bound to have a draining 
effect on the home side. 
Cory Campbell, Rhys 
Cook, Julian Boswell, 
Tyler Lewis and Callum 
Stephens were particular¬ 
ly effective at punching 
massive holes in the 
defence. 

This created gaps out 
wide which were exploit¬ 
ed by the Llantwit backs. 
Todd Oldfield, playing 
out of position at outside 
centre, was able to create 
space and an overlap for 
full back Charlie Neale 
to run in the first of his 
three second half tries. 

The half backs of 
Owen Jauncey, Steffan 
Godwin at scrum half 
and Iestyn Jones at No 10 
were able to run the game 
as the opposition floun¬ 
dered and captain Joe 
Bunt was able to further 
exploit the defence with 
some superb running 
angles from inside cen¬ 
tre. 

Jones was next to 
score. The pack had 
worked hard to pres¬ 
surise their opponents 
and were rewarded with 
a line-out deep in the 





home side’s 22 and as 
usual, the line out was 
taken by hooker Rhodri 
Miskin. 

Second row Connor 
Swift soared high to 
claim off the top ball 
which he fed to the 
backs. From the ensuing 
ruck, the ball was re¬ 
cycled quickly and No6 
Max Croucher showed 
his footballing skills with 
a deft chip over the rush 
defence. Jones collected 
the ball on the bounce 
and dived over for a fine 
try, which he converted. 

Throughout the game 
wingers Ceiran West and 
Jake Hasslet set the 
ground alight, aided by 
team mates Morgan 


Thomas and Max 
Croucher. They were 
watched and supported 
by the management and 
coaching team, and 
cheered on by Liam 
Sloan, James Cousins 
and Rhys Jeffrey, who 
picked up injuries the 
previous day. 

As the game entered 
its final phases, the 
floodgates of the home 
defence had been 
breached and two more 
tries from Charlie closed 
the game out. Both were 
converted by Iestyn. 

The last conversion 
from the touchline 
bounced off the bar 
before dropping over. 

A jubilant Llantwit 


team shared a reception 
in Ceu’s clubhouse, pre¬ 
sentations were made 
similar to the previous 
night and the team left 
the ground battle scarred 
but ecstatic with the final 
result 29-5. 

The final day of the 
tour encompassed a trip 
back into Barcelona for 
some free time sightsee¬ 
ing and shopping, then 
back on the coach to the 
Nou Camp, Barcelona 
FC’s stadium, for a tour 
of the trophy room, stadi¬ 
um and pitch-side, which 
was an excellent conclu¬ 
sion to a fantastic tour. 

The team flew into 
Bristol and after a coach 
journey to Llantwit, the 


boys were met by rela¬ 
tives eager to find out 
what really went on... 
but as we all know, what 
goes on tour, stays on 
tour! 

Players: Callum 

Stephens, Rhodri Miskin, 
Julian Boswell, Tyler 
Lewis, Jack Phillips, 
Morgan Thomas, Max 
Croucher, James 

Cousins, Steffan Godwin, 
Iestyn Jones, Will Rees, 
Cory Campbell, Connor 


Swift, Rhys Cook, Owen 
Jauncey, Jake Haslett, 
Cieran West, Charlie 
Neale, Liam Sloan, Todd 
Oldfield, Rhys Jeffrey, 
Joe Bunt. 

Support Team: Simon 
Miskin, team manager; 
Richard Godwin, head 
coach; Tim Jones, senior 
coach; Dave West, 
coach; Shaun Oldfield 
and Mike Hill, senior 
club representatives. 

TJ 


NEWLY APPOINTED 

TOUGHS JOBS I 

CALI FOR A TOUGH PICK-UP 


Full Dealer Service 
Parts & Repairs 


DEALER IN CARDIFF 


■spad 3.5 Ton Towing 
Capacity 



Isuzu only produce commercial vehicles. That's why we can provide you with the pick-up you 
really need. The Isuzu D-Max is tough, hardworking, dependable and always prepared to go 
the extra mile. That's because it's built, sold and used by professionals. 


All prices plus 
VAT & Road 
Fund Licence 




ISUZU 

THE RICK-UR 

PROFESSIOnRLS 


I Whittle Road, leckwith Industrial Estate, Cardiff CF11 8AT 
■ [Off Hadfield Road) www.wattstvc.co.uk • Follow us on Facebook & twitter 


CALL IN OR CALL US TODAY Ca || p aU l LCWjS LOW RATE 

on 02920 367883 
tvwck * v«ar» or 07811 255417 


Wales Rugby 
League holds 
under-19 trials 


WALES Rugby 
League are holding 
trials for their 
South Wales 

Academy under-19 
side, as well as their 
under-18 and 19 
international sides 
on Saturday, March 
15 at Taffs Well 
RFC at 10.30am. 

The South Wales side 
kicks off in May and will 
play matches in the 
newly formed 

Championship South 
under-19 league in 
matches that will be cur¬ 
tain raisers to South 
Wales Scorpions first 
team matches. This team 
will be directly linked to 
the Scorpions and play¬ 
ers will be able to freely 
move up into the 
Scorpions first team if 


required. 

Wales under-18s fix¬ 
tures are still to be con¬ 
firmed, while the Wales 
under-19 side will com¬ 
pete in the 

Commonwealth 
Championship Rugby 
League 9s tournament, 
which will take place as 
an exhibition event in 
Glasgow just before the 
start of the 

Commonwealth Games. 

Wales Rugby League 
invite interested players 
who wish to trial to 
download an application 
for on www.walesrug- 
byleague.co.uk 
http .7 /media .rladmin .co. 
uk/docs/Trial %2 Oform .d 
oc, and return their 
details by no later than 
4pm on Friday, March 14 
t o 

mark.jones@walesrug- 
byleague.co.uk. 


Cricket club training 

THE Vale Cricket Club, based in 
Corntown, is welcoming members new and 
old this season. 

The juniors will be starting indoor training at 
Llantwit Major leisure Centre on Sunday, March 16 
at 2pm. Coaching will be offered to children under 
15 years of age who want to give cricket a go for the 
first time, as well as to more experienced cricketers. 
Boys and girls are welcome. 

Outdoor training wll start at Easter. There is 
more information at valecc.co.uk. 
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Dinas ladies impress 


ON a sunny 
lunchtime at the 
Murch, Dinas 
Powys ladies enter¬ 
tained Cascade 
Ladies in an early 
kick off. 

The pitch was in great 
condition and the sun 
shone on the Vale side 
from the first whistle to 
the last. 

Having only played a 
few games recently, the 
girls didn’t look rusty. 
The Dinas ladies have 
worked tirelessly in 
training on the ability to 
be able to play out from 
the back and be confi¬ 
dent in their ability to 
play at all times. 

The Vale side were 
prepared to press high 
and pin the visitors in 
their half for the opening 
20 minutes. Chances 
started coming thick and 
fast with Murray and 
Grindley guilty of miss¬ 
ing a few golden oppor¬ 
tunities. 

The Dinas girls really 
pushed their fullbacks 
high to create plenty of 
options when in posses¬ 
sion and Beddoe fed 
Lewis who gave Murray 
a simple opening goal. 

Intent on scoring 
more goals, Dinas 
moved up through the 
gears and further goals 
from Murray, Lewis, and 
Grindley (two) gave the 
Vale side a comfortable 
5-0 lead at halftime. 

Jones and Saunders 
gave the home side a 
solid platform to work 


off as they moved the 
ball wide to the pacey 
wingers Lewis and 
Gillard. 

The second half saw 
the home side introduce 
fresh legs in Beare and 
the return of old head 
Jones. Again the system 
stayed the same and the 
football followed. 
Brooke then replaced the 
impressive Gillard on 
the left wing to torment 
the right back. 

Cascade scored a 
cracking free kick 10 
minutes into the half, 
giving Barcoe no 
chance, before Beare 


restored the five goal 
cushion. 

The second half saw 
Dinas carry on playing 
short passes all over the 
park. Beddoe, Ellison, 
Bloxham and Thompson 
again looked to get on 
the ball from Barcoe in 
goal at all times. 

It must be the first 
time a team has never 
kicked the ball long 
from a goal kick, which 
shows how much this 
team has developed in 
such a short space of 
time. 

Cascade doubled their 
goal tally with a looping 


shot that dropped in 
when everyone thought 
it had cleared the bar, 
taking the score to 6-2. 

For the final 15 min¬ 
utes Dinas played with 
10 players but you 
would never have 
guessed it, after losing 
skipper Thompson to a 
bad knock. Jones slotted 
in at centre half along¬ 
side the ever improving 
Bloxham. 

Keep it going ladies - 
all the training and hard 
work is certainly paying 
off as you continue to 
impress the coaches. 


LS 

HAPPY ENDING FOR 


SILVER 

WILLIAM VAUGHAN'S grey 
gelding Silver Story landed the 
Bonham’s Men's Open Race at 
the Kingston Blount Racing 
Club Point-To-Point at 
Kingston Blount on Saturday. 

Confidently ridden by Evan David, 
Silver Story, a winner of two hunter 
chases at Aintree and Cheltenham, 
came home eight lengths ahead of 
Oranger after taking the lead after the 
first circuit. 

Silver Story, who has now been 
placed either first or second in his last 
ten races, used to be owned by Mr 
Norman Jones who died quite recently 
but Norman’s family gifted the horse 
to William. Cowbridge’s James Tudor 
took the Connolly’s Red Mills 
Intermediate Race on Mr I R Mann’s 
Sharp Suit. 

William Vaughan’s younger broth¬ 
er Tim, who trains at Aberthin, was 
also in good form over the weekend. 


STORY! 

At Chepstow Races on Saturday he 
had the first two home in the opening 
Maiden Hurdle when Robbers Roost, 
partnered by Michael Byrne, finished 
six lengths ahead of stable companion 
Always Archie ridden by Alan Johns. 

Then at Warwick on Sunday, Tim’s 
10-year-old Golan Way Way, ridden by 
Bradley Gibbs, won the CGA Hunters 
Chase for The Crudwell Cup. 

For those enthusiasts whose racing 
memories are not as long as mine, 
Crudwell during the 1950s and 1960s 
won seven races on the flat, four over 
hurdles and 39 overjumps. 

Crudwell won the Welsh Grand 
National at Chepstow in 1956 when 
ridden by Wales’s Dick Francis. 

However, it was Michael 
Scudamore who steered him to his 
50th and final victory at Wincanton in 
1960. 

BRIAN LEE 
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NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 



04 MINI Cooper (Pepper) 

In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 owner 
with a/c, very nice example 

£4,495 



54 MERCEDES SLK 350 Auto 

In silver with leather, sat nav, air scarf 
etc, stylish convertable 

£8,995 


58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi 

5-Dr, silver, 33,000 miles, diesel 

£6,495 


55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 

5-dr, black, 76,000 miles, 1 lady owner 

£5,995 

JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 

LAND ROVER Discovery 3 2.7 Diesel HSE, 

Automatic, 7-Seater. in silver with black leather, 

58,000 miles, high spec.£19,995 

MERCEDES C200 CDi Blue Efficiency Executive SE. 

)0 miles . 


10 RENAULT Scenic 1.5 DCi Privelege 

Met silver, 44,000 miles, 1 owner 

£7,495 


58 


08 LAND ROVER Discovery 3 2.7 
Diesel HSE Automatic 

In Silver with black leather, 58,000 miles, high spec 

£19,995 



In white, with black leather trim, 28,000 miles .£14,995 
SAAB 9.5 Vector SE 2.0 TD (160) Auto. In met grey, 

41,000 miles with leather trim .£12,995 

MERCEDES B160 Sport (Blue Efficiency). In black, 

25,000 miles, on offer at.£10,495 

54 MERCEDES SLK 350 Auto. In silver, with leather, sat 

nav, air scarf etc, stylish convertible at.£8,995 

10 FORD Mondeo 1.8 TDCi Zetec 5-Dr. In silver, 31,000 

miles, usual refinements.£8,995 

RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique 7-seater. In 
1 owner 


ice blue metallic, 27,000 miles, 

VW Polo 1.2 Diesel (75) SE. 

fantastic value at. 


£8,495 

In silver, 65,000 miles, 

.£7,995 


57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M Play 

In red, 3-dr, 36,000 miles, 
low insurance 

£3,995 



54 Mercedes CLK 200 
Avantgarde Convertable 

Automatic, in met blue, with full 
leather trim, 74,000 miles 

£6,995 


10 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SE Automatic (New 

In black, 17,000 miles.£7,99! 

10 RENAULT Scenic 1.5 DCi Privelege. In met silver, 

44,000 miles, 1 owner .£7,495 

03 BMW X5 3.0 Sport Auto. In silver with black leather, 

86,000 miles, nice example at.£6,995 

02 PORSCHE Boxster 2.7 Automatic. In met blue with 

full leather, 70,000 mile convertible at.£6,995 

56 FORD S-Max 1.8 Diesel Zetec 7 Seater. In silver, 

82,000 miles, very nice example at.£6,995 

54 MERCEDES CLK 200 Avantgarde Convertable. In 
met blue, with full leather trim, 74,000 miles . . .£6,995 

11 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Expression 5-Dr. In electric 

blue, 32,000 miles, good looking car at .£6,795 

60 FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec In bright met blue, 29,000 

miles, 1 owner, fantastic MPG.£6,495 

07 MERCEDES C220 CDi Sport Automatic. In silver, 

high spec diesel saloon at.£6,495 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi Design 5-Dr. In silver, 

33,000 miles diesel at.£6,495 

08 MINI Cooper. In oxigen blue with white roof, 59,000 
miles, 1 owner with stop/start .£6,495 


RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. 

62,000 miles, in met silver. 



04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel 

Light met blue, 89,000 miles 

Reduced to £4,295 


Ran 


New shape, 

.£5,695 

08 SEAT Leon 1.6 Stylance. In met gold, 57,000 miles, 

stylish family hatch .£5,995 

07 HONDA Civic 1.8 ES 5-Dr. In met bronze, 42,000 

miles, panroof etc.£5,995 

55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 5-dr. In black, 76,000 

miles, 1 lady owner, diesel 4x4 at .£5,995 

07 MINI Cooper Pepper Automatic. In lightning blue, with 

black roof, 70,000 miles with sat-nav etc .£5,695 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, 63,000 

miles, 2 owners, very attractive at.£5,495 

07 SSANGYONG Rexton RX 270 SE Diesel 7-Seater. In 
silver, black leather, DVD etc, 63,000 miles, 4x4 .£5,495 
10 PEUGEOT 207 Verve 1.4 3-Dr. In gunmetal, metalic, 

39,000 miles, alloys, a/c etc.£5,295 

08 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 Sport Convertible. In black, 

57,000 miles.£4,995 

58 HYUNDAI ilO Comfort 1.2 5-dr. In met grey, 32,000 

miles, £30 road tax.£4,695 

07 NISSAN Note 1.6 SVE Automatic. In silver, 47,000 
miles, superb example .£4,695 


FORD FIESTA 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-Dr. In apple green 

metallic .£4,495 

58 SMART Fortwo Passion MHD Auto In met blue/black 

two tone, 25,000 miles, 21,000 miles .£4,495 

04 MINI Cooper (Pepper). In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 

owner with a/c, very nice example.£4,495 

04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel Avantgarde SE Auto. In 

light met blue, 89,000 miles.£4,295 

04 VW Beetle 1.9 Diesel. In speed blue, 53,000 miles, 

1 owner.£4,295 

07 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr. In met grey, 70,000 miles 

with a/c, alloys etc .£4,295 

55 MINI Cooper. In chilli red with black roof, alloys, c/d etc, 

superb value at.£4,295 

04 VW Beetle 1.9 Diesel. In speed blue, 53,000 miles, 

1 owner.£4,295 

08 MAZDA 2 1.4 TS2 3-dr. In red, nice bright local car, £30 

road tax, low insurance .£3,995 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M Play 3-Dr. In red, 36,000 miles, 
low insurance .£3,995 

55 MERCEDES Cl80 Kompressor SE Auto. In silver, 

fantastic value, executive saloon.£3,995 

54 JAGUAR Style 3.0 Sport Auto. In Jaguar racing green 
with beige leather, 89,000 miles, superb example at .£3,995 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, a/c, alloys 

etc, stylish sport coupe.£3,695 

07 CITROEN Cl Vibe 3-Dr. In red, 44,000 miles, with rear 

spoiler, low insurance.£3,695 

06 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 VVTi Sport. In met grey, 69,000 

miles, £30 road tax.£3,695 

08 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Campus 5-Dr. In black, 67,000 
miles, low insurance.£3,495 

56 NISSAN Micra 1.2 Activ 5-dr. In met silver, 50,000 

miles, low insurance.£3,495 

56 PEUGEOT 207 1.4S (90) 3-dr. In electric blue, 63,000 

miles with a/c .£3,495 

08 FORD KA 1.3 Style. In silver, 39,000 miles, low 

insurance .£2,995 

05 CITROEN C2 1.4 Diesel LX. In black, 73,000 miles, 

2 owners.£2,995 

05 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE. In red with black leather trim, 

70,000 miles, sports coupe at .£2,995 

05 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9 CDTi SXi 5-Dr. In silver, 67,000 

miles, very nice example .£2,995 

04 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 GL+. In met blue, 31,000 miles, 

2 owners.£2,695 

04 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 Automatic. In met blue, 73,000 
miles, easy to get in and out .£2,695 

55 FORD Street KA 1.6 Ice. In met grey, with full leather, 

59,000 miles, convertable at .£2,495 

04 MAZDA 2 125 5-dr. In met blue, 59,000 miles, low 

insurance .£2,495 

51 HONDA Civic 1.6 V-Tec S Automatic 3-Dr. In silver, 
53,000 miles, 1 owner .£2,495 

53 FIAT Punto 1.4 Sporting, 6 speed. In ice blue, 70,000 

miles, multi c/d, alloys.£2,195 

54 RENAULT Laguna 1.8 Extreme. In met grey, 71,000 

miles, 1 owner .£1,795 

53 ROVER 75 1.8 SE. In met gold, 89,000 miles, nice 
example at .£1,795 



58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-Dr. 

In apple green, metallic 

£4,495 



60 MERCEDES C200 CDi 
Blue Efficiency Executive SE 

White, black leather trim, 28,000 miles 

£14,995 



60 FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec 

Bright met blue, 29,000 miles, 1 owner, 
fantastic mpg 

Reduced to £6,495 



61 SAAB 9.5 Vector SE 2.0 TD 
(160) Auto 

Met grey, 41,000 miles with leather trim 


£12,995 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


R BC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 



MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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BMW - MINI MERCEDES BENZ - SMART PORSCHE • AUDI VW - SEAT - SKODA JAGUAR 





sN' v'CSv 


■ * 



VW UP/SEAT Mii/Skoda Citigo VW Polo/Scat IbizaSkoda Fabia VW Golf/Seat Loon/Audi A3 


Basic Oil Change 

£45 

Basic Oil Change 

£47 

Basic Oil Change 

£49 

Front Brake Pads 

£49 

Front Brake Pads 

£50 

Front Brake Pads 

£56 

Dealer Specfcrtcn Servicing 


DmuM* 5p#c4«e*t«:n Serwcng 


t*aiar Spacfication S*vcing 


Minor Service 

£86 

Minor Service 

£96 

Minor Service 

£99 

Major Service 

£135 

Major Service 

£140 

Major Service (Diesel) 

£145 

Spark Plugs 

£40 

Glow Plugs 

£60 

Budget Tyres 

£46 each 







BMW 1 Serie* 



BMW 3 Serf** / Z3 / Z4 

Basic Oil Change 

C0O 

5 

Basic Oil Change 

£B6 

Front Brake Pads 

£75 


Front Brake Pads 

£99 

Software Update 

£96 


Ruiflat Tyres 

£90nech 

Dm*v SpacteMenSareorg 

CBS Brake fluid 

(36 


Oetf* Spedum* Servoi? 

CBS Brake Fluid 

£36 

CBS OH Service 

£96 

■ 

CBS Ql Service 

tno | 


Mercedes C Cla** / CLK / CLC BMW Mini 


Basic Oil Change 
From Brake Pads 
Transmtedon fll#h 

Tyryfrr>—i *i#r Aim 

A Service 
B Service 


Basic Oi Charge 
Front Brake Pads 
OtSCh BnrvMwi 


H45 

f»6 


C8S Brake Fluid 
CBS 01 Service 



Excellent Value 
Superb Customer 
Service 

Happy Customers 
Quality Parts 
Qualified Experienced 
Former Dealer Staff 

Advanced Diagnostics 


I Typical Prices 

Wheel Alignment 

£25 

EGR Valve Flepairs 

£65 

Turbo Cleaning 

£55 

DPFFtegen 

£55 

Key Batteries t^cFMrxii 

£5 

Brake Inspection 

Free 

Car Safety Check 

Free 

Battery Test :nc pnr*r»i»i 

Free 


Prices «r» T*p+c«* the coo. Pnot wf I v*rv dependro 

on age of cm and en# type of oi required Tha price shown 
repreotmi the smeter engine In the model senes. 


When you use DATSC to service your vehicle 
we include in our basic price what others 
charge you extra for, including the dealer. 

Top Quality Genuine Parts 

Frtong black maria* mportod parts fust doesn't work. For servicing we only fc genuine parts. 

Mobil1, Castrol and Fuchs Oils 

We only service cars using the correct APPPBCVFD otl of high Quality 

Mast kxaJ garages and MOT centres use cheeper reverse engneered cals from the beat motor factors which 
may daim to meet the spec Acabons but have not attained manufacturer approval 

Free Courtesy Cars or Collection/Drop Off 

Not only e uee of the vehicle free, the insurance e covered. Reeee arrange at the tme of bootong to avoid 
doappontmort. 

Free Diagnostic Plugin (w«th £125 »t * typc«i fr«nch«»d dMiwi 

As pert of every serMce schediie we do. we provide a FREE code scan to asaess for anryfmJl codes or errors 
ieggod This c port of our stnve far PflFWNTATh/t momrtBnence. SoMi a fault before rt develops into 0 major 

problem and awemoniy 1 

Wa hove the same dtagnosta tookng w a franchoed doctor for oil Garmon and Ftorformenc© votaries Weafeo 
have the beat of the attormartart tools and equipment which means that wa ere aet up to accurate*/ degnoee 
any faults and prcMt a pert is needed before throweig money at it 1 

Unlite most MOT stations and H*st Rt centres that ciaim to do diagnostics, our staff ccme from men (teeter 
backgrounds and have the experience to pn port a problem wrthout westtng your money. 

Free Fluid Topups in between services - pop in anytime 
Qualified Technics ns all from Main Dealer background 

Our technicans are trained exports, everyone of them has cxxne from a franchtsod doatar background and has 
receded afl the tranmg. you checked that the mechanic at you MOT station has bothered to sit he 

exams? Modem cars are complicated and roqu*e a technician who keeps up to date w*h h* quai (bartons 
and knowledge. Do you reefy went to entrust your car to someone that doesn't knew the drfTeronc* between 
a spanner and a banana? 


//DATSC 

m il/IAUt 'Ji*. L U. t :Vi st tr //./■* 


Deutsche AutoTeknik 

5 Woodham Road, Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
Service & Repairs: 08000 337 092 / 01446 327 007 



Fil 
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‘WE MUST TAKE A LONG HARD LOOK AT OURSELVES’ SAYS GATLAND 

Revenge is so sweet for the 
men in white - torpid Wales 
booted their chances away 



So how did that happen? Downcast 
Welsh players look at the spot where 
England scored their second try. 


)i NEW 
TO GOLF 
MONTH 

Sport for life S 
Fancy a challenge s 
k Physical exercise S 

Fancy giving 
it a go? 

Love having fun S 
Enjoy socialising V 
Learn a new skill s 


Fun, action packed sessions at H 

SOUTHERNDOWN D 
Golf Club 

“FREE” 

Men & Ladies 
Taster Session 

Saturday 26th April 2pm - 4pm 
Wednesday 30th April 5pm - 7pm 
Please call the golf shop on 

01656 881112 

to register or for more information 
www.southerndowngolfclub.com 


I T was a day made for running 
rugby on the wide, sunlit turf of 
Twickenham, but unfortunately, it 
was England who did all the running 
in Sunday’s much-heralded show¬ 
down - as a pedestrian Wales side, 
packed with British Lions, slumped to 
a 29-18 defeat that could have been far 
worse but for the ever reliable place- 
kicking of Leigh Halfpenny, who 
scored all of his team’s points. 

And that in a sense was the most startling fact 
of all, for the far less experienced men in white, 
who had in recent times found it impossible to 
breach an impenetrable Welsh defence, ran in 
two gifted tries - and could have had at least 
two or three more - while the misfiring men in 
red rarely threatened to cross their opponents’ 
line. 

Before the start of the 125th clash between 
these two arch rivals, head coach Warren 
Gatland had conceded that it had more than the 
usual significance - as the result would give a 
“huge psychological boost” to the winner, given 
that they will face each other there in the 2015 
Rugby World Cup. 

“Next year’s game at Twickenham is going to 
be even bigger than this weekend’s. If we can 
win on Sunday, it will be four in a row against 
England, and if we win the Six Nations as well, 
they’ll start having a few doubts. 

“We have a massive amount more experience 
than England and part of my job this week is to 
build the players up to have the confidence to 
go out there and win. 

“The England camp are all saying they have 
learnt some pretty harsh lessons from last year ( 
the 30-3 defeat at the Millennium Stadium in 
Cardiff). All the talk is that the boys have turned 
into men and they have grown up and 
learnt...Time will tell. We’ll see on Sunday,” he 
declared. 

Well, it has to be said that the home team, 
borne along by the massed ranks of Swing 
Low-chanting supporters, who had each been 
given a small national flag to wave (an idea the 
WRU might also adopt!) did just that - as a 
“very disappointed” Gatland acknowledged 
afterwards. 

Defeat, and the missed opportunity of a fourth 
successive victory over the old enemy to estab¬ 
lish an early psychological advantage before the 
World Cup, was bad enough, but it was the 
lacklustre manner of this error-strewn Welsh 
display that will cause the greatest concern to 
Gatland - whose unremitting focus is on long¬ 
term consistency, rather than the erratic highs 
and lows that characterised so many Wales per¬ 
formances in the all too recent past. 

It was thought that while Twickenham had 
been “a bridge too far” for a number of Welsh 
teams previously, that was no longer the case, 
hence Gatland’s patent frustration at the latest 
limp failure by a side brimfull of Wales and 
Lions’ caps, to perform against a relatively raw 
English team who proved superior in most 
facets of play - most alarmingly at the set piece 
and breakdown areas - but in fact were made to 
look far better than they actually were. 

Alarm bells began ringing almost from the 
start when the Welsh defence was caught lead¬ 
en-footed and inexcusably looking the wrong 
way, as lively England scrum half, Danny Care, 


BACK PAGE 
COMMENT 

by Don John 


took a quick penalty under the posts and 
romped through unopposed - for outside half 
Owen Farrell to pop over the simple conversion 
for a seven-point lead after just five minutes. 

In a first half peppered with indiscipline and 
infringements (on both sides), full back Leigh 
Halfpenny stepped up to land the first of six 
penalty kicks that alone were to keep Wales in 
the hunt before the interval. 

With the Welsh pack strangely struggling to 
hold its own at the scrum, and attracting the 
close attention of the referee, Farrell widened 
the gap with a penalty, then added another, 
while Halfpenny hit back with two of his own - 
to bring Wales back in range at 13-9 on the half 
hour. 

Then came another self-inflicted shot in the 
foot by Wales, when a sloppy, overthrown line- 
out eventually resulted in a second English 
touchdown by Luther Burrell, converted by 
Farrell - to bring the score to 20-9 with just 
seven minutes to go to halftime - and the home 
team seemingly sailing to a surprisingly com¬ 
fortable win over the reigning Six Nations 
champions. 

Then in a game which like others in this 
year’s Six Nations was increasingly dominated 
by the referee’s whistle, it was the turn of the 
home team to shoot themselves in the foot - 
and again be punished by the impeccable boot 
of Leigh Halfpenny, who briefly raised Welsh 
spirits with two penalties of his own to make 
the halftime score 20-15. 

However, it was obvious that a change of 
strategy would be 
needed to turn the 
game around. 

The Welsh camp’s 
conservative game 
plan was clearly not 
working, in the face of 
poor execution, which 
invariably gifted the 
ball to England’s dan¬ 
gerous back three - 
along with dropped 
passes, missed tackles, 
and the greater will¬ 
ingness of the home 
team to attack at pace 
with ball in hand. 

In contrast, a torpid 
Wales wasted plentiful 
possession with inces¬ 
sant (and inaccurate) 
kicking (in an almost 
complete reversal of 
these two teams’ tradi¬ 
tional approach!) 

Meanwhile, the 
problems were mount¬ 
ing up front, resulting 
in Wales being 
penalised twice more 
at the scrum, which 
saw Farrell inching his 
team further ahead 


with another penalty. The referee finally lost 
patience with problems at the scrum and decid¬ 
ed that Welsh loose head Gethin Jenkins was 
the transgressor, sending him to the sin bin, to 
add to Welsh woes - as Farrell punished them 
with a fourth penalty. Jenkins did not reappear, 
being substituted by Paul James, who immedi¬ 
ately restored a semblance of stability to the set 
piece. 

Other Welsh replacements came on, including 
Mike Phillips and Dan Biggar at halfback, but 
even though Halfpenny maintained his 100 per 
cent record with a sixth and final penalty, by 
now it was clear that all was lost; and when 
Farrell lofted over his final penalty kick to 
make the score 29-18, it seemed to be the coup 
de gras. 

However, just as the last time the teams met at 
Twickenham, there was one final moment of 
drama when England almost scored again in the 
comer, Halfpenny being injured in the process 
of making a try-saving tackle on Burrell that 
will keep him out of the final home game 
against Scotland on Saturday. 

Not that any of that bothered a jubilant 
England side who had gained revenge for the 
Millennium Stadium defeat, as they celebrated 
their first Triple Crown since the World Cup 
triumph in 2013. 

Wales were left to lick their wounds and there 
will be much for the camp to ponder on before 
the Scots come to Cardiff - for they, too, can¬ 
not be taken lightly after their brave display 
against France on Saturday. 

The Welsh team, meanwhile, has it all to 
prove. The players (and assistant coaches) know 
that Gatland is not a man to shy away from 
wielding the axe: “We need to be very hard on 
ourselves,” he said ominously. 

Will heads roll after the limp display at 
Twickenham? All eyes will be on the team sheet 
due to be announced today (Thursday). 


LNC FLOOR COVERINGS LTD 

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC FLOORING 


New showroom NOW OPEN 


Unit 10, Palmerston Workshops, Barry CF63 2YZ 

(NEAR VFM MEAT SUPPLIES) 

Astro Turf from £16 sq metre 

All aspects of flooring: 

• Laminates 

• Wood 

• Vinyl Safety Flooring 

• Luxury Vinyl Tiles 

• Carpets from 
£4.99 sq m 

Up to 50% off all 
stock items 

smas FREE ESTIMATES & 

Tel: 01446 327577/07973 709103 































